“a A Tena oe wl ae] 


1476 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 19, 1900. 








the only dutiable article imported into this port, and the duty on it rose from 
Rs. 9,84,108 to Rs, 10,07,246. The imports of kerosine oil were less by 25 per 
cent. than in the previous year, in which the imports were heavy. The 
exports of rice und paddy were nearly the same as in the previous year, In 
the past year steamers appeared for the first time in the sea-borne trade of 
Narayanganj, and the natural consequence was a reduction in the sailing craft. 

11. The Licutenant-Governor’s thanks are again due to the Board of 
Revenue and the Collector of Customs for their supervision of the department 
during the year and for the present very interesting report. The names of the 
officers who have been fayourably mentioned by the Board will be communi- 
cated to the Appointment Department of this Government. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E. N. BAKER, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 


For the weak ending the 17th September 1900. 


Burdwan.—Mainfall at Sadar nil, Kalna 155, Katwa 0-41, Raniganj 1:06. Weather 
cloudy. Harvesting of aus and jute commenced. Moro rain wanted for aman, Prospects of 
sugarcane fair, Fodder and water sufliciont. Qommon riow selling as follows: — 


Sra. ch. i 
Seder ed a 12 0 
ns mn Mu 
Katwa ES) ar giker Lees 





Raniganj = is omen tan 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:25, Rampur Hit 0:93. Weather hot and cloudy 
with occasional showers. More rain wanted. Weeding of aman continues. Sugarcane 
rogressing. Price of common rice at Sadar 12 seers and at Rampar [Lat 13 seers per rupee. 
¥ der sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura 1°86, Vishnupur 0:01. Weather hot; latter part of the 
week cloudy. Transplantation of aman over. Sugarcane doing woll. Fodder and water 
sufticient, No cattle-disease reported. Price of common rice at Baukura 11 seers and at 
Vishnupur 11} seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfull at Sadar nil, Contai 0°70, Tamluk 046, Ghatal 0-91. Weather 
seasonable and hot. More rain wanted, Prospects of sugarcane favourable. No cattle- 
isease. Fodder and water sufficient- Common rice sells as follows :— 





8rs, 
Sadar ss 12 
tai - we «04 
Tamluk ae Bs con, AUR PPAR SRE 
Ghatul ; & ws Mh 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar -02, Serampore *67, Arambagh :20. Steeping of jute 
continues. Harvesting of aus commenced. Oommon rico sells at 11 seors per rupee. 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar °35, Ulubaria 1°70. Weather seasonable. Transplant- 
ation of amen still going on in places in Ulubaria. Harvesting of as and jute nearly 
finished. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 11 seers 24 chitaks per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Raiufall at Sadar 81, Barasat 2°65, Basirhat “45, Diamond Harbour 
171, Weather hot and cloudy with occasional rain. Rain is badly wanted in Basirhat 
subdivision. Transplantation of aman nearly finished. Cutting of aus and jute going on. 
No cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rive sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar oe os os 18 
Barasat aoe oe ve 12 
Basirhat eet ies es 18 (Peta 
Diamond Harbour... owe ae lly 


Nadia,—Rainfall at Sadar 1-41, Kushtia 4:96, Mehorpur 0°30, Chuadanga 0-34, Rana- 
ghat 0-45, Weather hot and cloudy. Harvesting of aus noarly completed, Steeping of 
jute going on. More rain wanted for the aman and other standing crops. Cattle-pox 
reported from Meherpure Fodder and wator sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°45, Jangipur 2:63, Lalbagh 0:02, Kandi 023, 
Weather hot. ‘Transplantation of aman finished. Harvesting of biadoi nearly over and that 
of aus commenced. Jute cutting going on. Prospects gonerally good. Cauttle-disease 
reported from thanas Manullabazar, Nabagram, and Nawada, Fodder and water suilivient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar ie 5s ae 
Tangi oe a | 
Xai — si an (Re, 


Lalbagh Pa 335 at 18 


era 
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Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°70, Jhenida 3°51, Magura 1°15, Narail 0:06, Bangaon 0°69. 
Weather gloomy, sultry. Harvesting of aus paddy and jute going on. More rain still 
wanted for aman. Cattle-disease reported from Magura thana only. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rico sells as follows:— 


’ S8re, 
Sadar one oo 14 
Tosslds os oa ase 1 
lagure on to eS 34 }per rupee. 
Narail a se, i (166 i 
Bangaon see . re 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:03, Bagerhat 0°52, Satkhira 0°24. Weather close. 
Transplantation of aman continues, Rain urgently wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


8re. 
spend oy ea on we = «139 
erhat one oe oo 14 r rupee, 
Batkhira oe on ow 12 ee 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar +03, Nator ‘09. Weather rainy. Prospects of crops fair. 
No cattle-disease, Fodder and water ample. Common rice selling at 15 seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Averago rainfall 4:49. Weather vory hot, but some promise of rain to-day 
AE ‘ore rain wanted in south of district. Prospects of aman fair. Rioo selling at 
adar 15 secrs and at Thakurgaon 13 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:44, Alipore Duars 3:00. Weather hot. Trans- 
plantation of Aaimanti paddy and harvesting of bhadoi paddy continue. Steeping of jute 
going on. Price of common rice steady. Fodder and water sufficient. 

Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjecling 291, Kursoong 4°47, Siliguri 4°87, Kalimpong 
2:49. Wouather seasonable. Hil’s—Dara marua being transplanted; b/uéta and potatoos 
being harvested. Zvrai—Bhadoi and jute being harvested. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Hills oe one oe 9 
Terai ase Sits ae 15 | aa il 
Bhutia sells at Darjeeling 22 seers and at Kalimpong 30 seers per rupee. 
Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 5-23, Kurigram 2-95, Nilphamari 4:42, Gaibanda 2.06, 


Weather hot. More rain wanted. Transplantation of aman and harvesting of aus and 


jute going on. Oattle-disease prevailing in police-station Nilphamari. Fodder and water 
sufficient, Oommon rice sells as follows :— 





Srs. 
Sadar oe ove a 13 
Kurigram ow . 12 
Nilphamari 44 ( Per rupee. 
Gaibanda 10 


Bogra.—Average rainfall 0°63. Steeping of jute and transplantation of aman 
still going on. More rain urgently needed, odder and water sufficient. Common rice sells 
at 14 seers per rupee. 

Pabna.—Rainfull at Sadar 0-53, Sirajganj 1:05. Weather hot. 
Prospects of crops favourable. Prices slightly increased at Sadar. 

Dacca.—Kainfall at Sadar ‘01, Manikganj nil, Munshiganj ‘39, rainganj * 
Weather seasonable, Prospects good. No caltle-discese, Poder ivailebe Connie 
12 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfal! at Sadar 1-04, Jamalpur 0°35, Kis j 5-41 i 
Tangail 1:92. Weather seasonable, Prospects of standing cod Pete a, inet 


» cloudy, and rainy. 








where more rain is needed. Harvesting of jute in i 
‘Ovéidition cf oattle good. Common rios sells as follows = ide ga 
Sra, 
Sadar - ow 12 
Kishoroganj 12 | 
‘ang! ane 12 
Jamal , is nag fo eee 
Netrokona 
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Liclge wager he at Sadar 1°04, Goalundo nil, Madaripur nil. Woeathor seasonable. : 
of aman paddy not bright for want of flood. Jute-steeping difficult for want 
of water, Common rice selling at 12} seers per rupee. 


Backergunge.—Report not received. 
Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:44, Brahmanbaria +22, Ohandpur ‘61. Weathor 


rather hot. Prospects of standing crops fair. Moro rain wanted for high land paddy. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice averages 13 seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:81, Feni 197. Weather hot. Transplantation of aman 
continues. Prospects fair. More rain wanted. Cattlo-disease reported from Chhagalnaia. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall at Sadar *29, Cox’s Bazar 2°50. Rain badly wanted. Fields 
are under cultivation for winter rice. Cattle-diseaso reported from Raojan, Chakaria, 
and Ramu, Water and fodder sufficient. Common rice 12 seers per rupee. 


Patna.— Rainfall nt Sadar -25, Bihar “11, Hilsa*4, Barh 3°3, Dinapue °65. Bhadot 
being harvested. More rain wanted for paddy. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico 
at Sadar sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.—Raivfall at Sadar -28, Jahanabad °05, Aurangabad -24, Nawada °55. Harvest- 
ing of é/adoi and transplantation of paddy almost fimshed. ali lands being prepared. 
Common rice selling at 12 seers per rupee. 


Sbahabad.—Rainfall at Sader 0°04, Buxar 2°11, Bhabua 425, Dehri 0°90. Bhadoi 
being harvested, Standing crops good. Fodder and water sufficient. Rice at Sadar 114 
seers per rupee, 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 0-06, Siwan 1°49, Gopalganj 1°68. Weather very hot. 
More rain urgently wanted for paddy. Ploughing for ralt beginning. Bhadoi ripening. 
Vommon rice 12} seers, makai 19 seers 2 chitaks por rupee. 


Champaran.— Rainfall at Sadar 1:94, Bottiah 1°68; good rain farther north. 'Trans- 
lantation of paddy nearly ovor. 2hadoi orop being harvested. Fodder and water eufficiont. 
‘rices of common rice and maize at Sadar-are 114 und 15 seers per rupes respectively, 


Muzaffarpaur.— Rainfall at Sadar 1-02, Baltuue ‘17, Sitamarhi 1:03, Prospects good. 
Bhadoi crops being harvested. Paddy doing well, but more rain is still wanted, especially in 
the Hajipur subdivision, Prices are—Oommon rice 12} seers, wheat 12 seers, barley 17 
goers, maize 20 seers, gram 15 seers, arhar 15 seers, and marua 19 secrs per rupeo. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 571, Madhubani 6-72, Samastipur 7-35. ‘Transplanta- 
tion of paddy is going on More rain wanted. Bhadoi crops being harvested. Fodder and 
water sufficient. Cuttle-disease reported from Khajauli and Madhipore thanas, Common 
rice sells as follows :— 








8rs, ch. 
pare a oe 44 
mastipur 14 0 iF TUped. 
Madbubani 13 124 Jr 


Monghyr.— Rainfall at Monghyr 2:88, Begusarai 0:91, Jamui 2°05. Weather very 
hot and occasionally cloudy. More rain still required for standing crops. Bhadoi crops 
are being harvested in the Begurarai subdivision, but two annas damaged by flood. Trans- 
piesais oe paddy and sowing of ohillies and sweet potatoes going on. Common rice 

as follows :— 





8rs. ch. 

Monghyr: Ry oe vx, 12 0 
gusarai oe see w. 12 8 \ 
Jemui ee a = le 8 | rae 


Bhagalpur.— Weather hot. More rain is urgently wanted. The standing orops present 
favourable prospects. Prices stationary. Fodder and water ample. 

Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:97, Kishanganj 1211, Araria 8:56. Woather seasonable. 
Harvesting of bhadoi and jute going on. Pros of standing crops very much improved. 
No onttle-diseaso reported. Fodder and water suflicient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar oe on we 15 
Kishanganj ... ws ar 18 } per rupee, 
Araria we os ase 18 (hadot) 
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8 i 4 j “75. ther hot. Harvesting of Lhadot 
Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:54, Gajole 2°75. Went : 
and transplantation of winter rice completed except in a few places. Oattle-disease reported. 
Prioo of rice stationary. Fodder and water sufficient, 

hal Pi as,—Average rainfall 0-93. Weather hot and cloudy with high 
waar ak ‘light chanel at times, Maizo is being harvested, Paddy transplanting over. 
Standing crops good. Fodder sufficient. Some cattle-disaaso in Pakour and Hajmahal. 
Average price of rice 12 seers 11 chitaks and of maize 25 seers per rupee. 


Cattack.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°65, Jajpur 0:26, Kendrapara 2:47, Banki 2-23. 
Weather seasonable, Jeali and mandia’ boing harvested. Sarad and sugarcane growing. 
Condition of cattle generally good, Oommon rice sells as follows :— 





8rs. ch. 
Cuttack oa oo we 13 12 
Jajpur we 15 12 per rupee. 
Kondrapara Ty a 
Danki oe os iy F244 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°26. Transplantation and weeding of sarad continue. 
Cutting of jute and ase in progress. Cotton flowering. Sugarcane thriving well. Rioo 
sells ut 161, 14 and 16 seers per rupee in interior, Balasore, and Bhadrak, respectively. 
Crops on low lands damaged a little by floods. Cattle-disease reported from re 
Circle, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°35, Khurda 0-44. Weeding and transplanting of sarad 
paddy continue, Beali and mandia ripening and being cut in places. Sugarcane, cotton, 
birhi, arhar, ond other miscellaneous crops growing well. Fodder and water mt. 
Tnsoot-pests reported from parts of Khurda, Common rice sells as follows :— 

jl 


8rs. ch, 
eke +e ne os we 48 : 
Khurda or wee w WK r rupee. 
Interior of district —... os we 12 13 |e ” 


Angul.—Rainfall at Angul “40, Bissipara (up to 10th) ‘87. Weather seasonable. 
Sowing, weeding, and transplanting operations continue. Autumn paddy being harvested: 
Condition of people improving. Field labour available, Common rice selling from 8 to 13 
seers per rupee. Number of persons daily on relief:— 


Men. Women. Children. 
Angul ae oe on» = 244 36 iL 
Khondmals .., on ve 105 175 58 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:08, Giridi ‘21. More rain required in Giridi. Bhadoi 
being harvested. Fodder aud water sufficient, Common rice sells at Sadar 124 seors and 
at Giridi 12 seers per rupee. 

Ranchi.—Harvesting of gora paddy continues. Prospects of standing crops good. 
Average price of common rice is 10 seers per rupee. No cattle-disoaso reported. Fodder 
and water sutfiaent. Numbers on relief on Thursday, 13th September 1900 :— 


Men, Women. Children, Total. 


Relief-works ase 2,485 1,228 822 4,535 
‘Test-works ase Nil Nil Nil Nil 
Kitchens oe 139 874 8,054 8,567 
Dry doles te 92 165 ils [875 


All operations ceased from 15th. 


Palamau.—Rainfall 1:03. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standi * 
able, Bhadoi harvesting has commenced. Prices at Sadar are Bice. pee gente Tis 
and makai 20} seers, gram 11} seers, wheat 94 seers per rupee. ™ 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°38, Gobindpur 0-27. Ordi onsoon weather. 
Winter rice thriving. More rain wanted in south-ost of district, " Ongiiontioonas reported 
from thanas Manbazar, Guurangdi, and Onas. Fodder and water sufficient, Average price 
of common rice at Sadar 11 seers 6 chitaks and at Gobindpur 10 seers per rupee, 
Supply sufficient. = 

Singhbhum.—Rain 295. Weather showery. Prospects are generally good. Price of 
rice shows a teadency to fall everywhere, Average price of rice is 12 2 chitaks i 
the dstriot at Chaiboasa 12 soers.” eee 
’ = 
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General Summary.—General rain has fallen during the weok, but it has been for the 
most part light and moderate. In the north of the Province somo heavy falls are reported. 
Moro rain is still wanted for the winter rice crop in somo parts of Bihar and of Western, 
Central, and Eastern Bengal. The autumn crops are being harvested, and their prospects 
are generally good. In Balasore only slight damage is reported to have been done by 
floods to the crops on low lands. Fodder is generally sufficient. Cases of cattle-diseaso 
continne to be reported from some districts. The price of rice is reported to have fallen in 
28 districts and risen in 8; it is stationary in the rest. 

Numbers on relief on Thursday, the 13th September, 1900, us compared with the figures 
for the 6th September— 


18th September. 6th September. 


Ranchi— 
Relief-works ae eee 4,535 5,198 
‘Test-works wy oo Nil 12 
Kitchens pe we 8,567 6,060 
Dry doles ane oe 875 471 





Total we «=—« 8,477 11,736 


All reliof operations in Ranchi ceased from 15th September. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACKE, 
Seerctary to the Govt, of Bengal. 
Revenue Derarrent, 
The 18th September, 1900, 
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1 Exclusive of bags obtained by local manufacture, — 



































Stoples of Traffc imported into Cateutta from the Interior by Raik, Road, River (Country-boat and 
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. DACCA STATE RAILWAY, * 


Approsimate Heturn of ‘Trafic and Mileage for the weok ended 8th September 1900 un 86 miles open, 
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ENe RO, 





Ooacuixe TRarrio. Tuarric Tan! 
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varnings. | warnings, 








Number of |  Coachi > Mordmane 
pruogors. | Foc Comehing. | ava,” | Tetal. 
















| Rear Rs ar Ra Ae »| Ra, 
wav | Koso 0 0 qo oo) 1% 0 0! s4gm 
‘st | moo woo 20 0! 160 


tas, | 16,091 0 HAS OO BF OM 











2 0 0 . 11,678 6 0) 
| 
Be 65 0 0 7005 0 2005 0 0 ono Oo 8 2.5090 | a6 4100 
ws | woo a 0 wee 19 0 0 ae 


248000 70,280 0 0 230,05 | 15,762 0 0 703 0 0) 8,t16 

















* Audited up to 7th July 1900, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY, 


for the week ended Sth September 1400 on 53°37 miles open. 
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Mhor oarainx®.) gait, 






















Number of | Conch Woignt 
paswongers, onrried, 


me ae Mos. 8. 








“{1 9499 | eto 0 | 13010 0 
i | oo) am o 

740 18,423 0 0} 8,770 0 
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e 80,100 | 20,403 0 0 | 1,1»,589 
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© Audited up to week ending 7th July 1900, 


OOOOH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended Sth September 1900 on 83°73 mites open. 
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Ww 0 0 3970 0 00 mo 6| a0 0 0! 30 | 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Asprscinete Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended Let September 1900 om 139 miles beet. | 
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BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Approimate Return of Trafic for the week ending 8th September 1900 on 1,118 miler open, 

























‘SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
" (Worep ny tae B, & N.-W. Ramway.) 
Audited Return of Trafic for week ending 1st July 1900 on 18 miles open. 
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SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
(Worxep ny tae B. & N.-W. Raruwar.) 
Approximate Return of Traffic for weok ending 8th September 1900 on 18 miles open. 
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Nors.—The line was closed for trallle from 7th to 12th September, 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approcimate Return of Drage forthe week eniot 1+t September 1900 on 397 miles open for all dareriptions of trae and an 
additimal 39 miles for goods and pareels traffic only. 
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« DANJEKLING-HIMALAYAN RALLWAY CUMPANY, LIMITED. io it a7 tee belo iniiy, 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ALIPORE AND 
HAZARIBAGH REFORMATORY SCHOOLS FOR 1899. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—EDUCATION. 
Darjeeling, the 13th September 1900. 


RESOLUTION—No, 1261T.—G. 
Rrap— 


Letter No. 4167, dated the 19th July 1900, from the Director of Publio Instruction, 
Bengal, submitting the Annual Reports on the Alipore and Hazaribagh 
Reformatory for 1899, 


Read— 
‘The report for the year 1898 and the orders of Government thereon. 
Read— 
Tho Government of pmee nities: Daperteays Resolution No. 874—79, dated the 


2nd September 1899 
Iv_their Resolution recited in the rire the Government of India 
decided that all Reformatory Peet be placed under the charge of 
the Education Depart As coardingly, ost two Schools at Alipore and 
pico rcs which had ler the control of the vate ent, 
were taken seinghe i the Baa po ser hy abs oda the 1st Jam , and the 


present report, which has been submitted by the Director of Pul in Bisirastiten 


“No. 39 of 1900. 
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was received from him in print on the 31st July 1900, that is, seven months 
after the close of the year to which it related. The delay was to some extent 
due to uncertainty about the maintenance of a separate report, the Government 
of India finally deciding that amalgamation with the Education Report was 
at present undesirable. 

2. The two institutions had, on the last day of 1898, 468 inmates. 
The number of boys who were released or otherwise removed from the rolls 
was 151, the total number that remained at the end of the year 1899 boing, 
including fresh admissions during the year, 416. Of these, 271 were Hindus, 
187 Muhammadans, 5 aboriginals, 2 nondescript, and 1 a native Christian. 
The admissions during the year were 99 us compared with 92 in the previous 
year; but they were far below the average of the five preceding years, which 
is 183. At the end of 1898, thore were 194 boys at Alipore, 274 at 
Hazaribagh ; at the end of 1899, there were 179 at Alipore, 237 at Hazaribagh. 
The daily average number of boys for the year was 186 at Alipore and 257 
at Hazaribagh as compared with 203 and 311, respectively, for the year 1898. 
In accordance with the desire expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor in the 
last year’s Resolution, the Commissioners of Divisions have submitted reports 
showing how far the provisions of section 31 of Act VIII of 1897, which 
epowers Courts to discharge ay youthful offender after due admonition, or 
to deliver him to his parents and other relatives on certain conditions, were 
utilised by trying Magistrates. From these reports it appears that the applica- 
tion of the provisions, both of section 31 of Act VIII of 1897 mid of 
section 562, Criminal Procedure Code (which relates to first offenders), had 
considerable effect in reducing the number of boys sent to the Reformatories, 
This effect will probably increase. 

The general health of the boys of the Aliporé Reformatory has been 
satisfactory. In Hazaribagh the number of admissions into hospital rose from 
105» to 170. and \he daily average of sick boys increased from 39 in 1898 


to 59 2) 3 BN. wee oa wos due to the prevalence of malarial fe 
++ ah 1899. This increus. sw. 3 fever. 
‘gh! death occurred in the Hazaribagh Schoor but one boy of the Alipore 
- Reformatory died in hospital of phthisis. —— 


3. Offences, punishment, and marks.—With regard to offences and punish- 
ments there was a slight increase in the former as compared with the previous 
year, but nothing occurred which calls for any special remarks. Marks for 

ood conduct were earned by 164 boys, or 88 per cent., at Alipore, and by 251 
on or 97 per cent., at Hazaribagh, as against 84 and 90 per cent. during 
1898. The average value of marks earned per head at Alipore was Rs, 3-9-7 
in 1899 as compared with Rs. 3-0-2 in the previous year, while the average 
earned per head at Hazaribagh was Its. 2-12-7 as against Rs. 2-3-2 in 1898. 
The total carnings on this account during the year in the two Schools amounted 
to Rs, 1,306, out of which Rs. 419 were spent on a present reward in fruits and 
sweetmeats, and the remainder placed in the Post Office Savings Bank for the 
benefit of the boys on their release. The system is an excellent one, 

4. Instructions and gymnastics —At both Schools the boys are taught 
reading and writing in Bengali or Hindi and arithmetic up tothe Lower and 
Upper Primary Standards, Five wee from the Bengali section at Alipore 
appeared at the last Lower Primary Scholarship Examination, two of whom 

: passed in the first division,’ Drill and ea earl are attended by the boys in 
the morning, and at Alipore sports, inc nding (for the first time) football, ‘were 
held at which the boys competed for small . ‘These exercises are reported 
to have been beneficial to the health of the boys. The trades taught at the 
Schools were the same as in the previous year, viz., carpentry, -binding, 
canework, ning, blacksmith’s work, tinwork, and printing in the Alipore 
School, and cloth-weaving and tailoring, carpentry, blacksmith’s work, and 
gardening in the Hazaribagh School. 

5. Character and tion of released boys.—Of 54 boys discharged from 
the Alipore School in 1898, 34 were reported to be well conducted, iE cond 





be traced, 4 in jail, 2 were looked on as sus characters, 
’ Thad died.” OF 116 boys released from the Hazaribagh School, T4 wore wl 
conducted, 18 not traceable, and 9 in jail; 2 were viewed wich, sua 
4 had, died and 9 had emigrated districts, The Education Depart- 
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ment has at its disposal an admirable agency for keeping watch ovor boys 
after their discharge, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that in future the 
statisties on this subject will be much fuller and more accurate than before, and 
that by degrees they will show that the transfer in administration is 
producing better results than those of the past, Two hundred boys were 
released from the Alipore Reformatory during the three years, 1896 to 18), 
of whom 37 had been tanght agriculture and 163 other trades and hanii- 
crafts. Forty-nine were lost sight of, 44 took to agriculture after dischargo, 
and only 20 adopted the trades and handicrafts taught in the School, Two 
hundred and sixty-two boys were discharged from the Hazaribagh School, 
of whom 65 had been taught agriculture and 197 other trades and handicrafts. 
Forty were lost sight of, 106 were occupied in agriculture after release, and 
only 20 adopted the trade taught them at the School. 

The question of the proper training to be given to the boys at the 
Reformatories, so as to enable them to earn a livelihood on their release from 
the Schools, is of considerable difficulty. From the figures given above, it will 
be seen that a very siall proportion of the boys released from the Schools 
adopt in after-life the trades learnt in these institutions. This bears out the 
remark made last year that the plan of adapting instruction to the here- 
ditary occupation of the boys must be extended. The practical difficulty 
in teaching every boy the trade of his caste is, of course, the expense. ‘The 
most remunerative occupation at the Hazaribagh School is one which has 
proved of little use to the boys in after-life. But itis more and more clear 
that the present system of teaching boys trades which they will not take up in 
after-life may keep them out of mischief in School, and help to recoup to the 
tax-payer the endeavour to reform their character, but that it is quite useless 
in giving the boys a better start in life when they leave the Schools. It is 
essential that the employment of the boys be brought more and more nearly 
in accord with the principle, that they be taught industries, which will be 
really useful to themselves, rather than merely remunerative to the Schools. Lt 
is not possible that all that is theoretically desirable can be at once attained, 
but a beginning must be made, There are two obvious ways in which this can 
be done, One is mggested by the Superintendent of the Hazaribagh Refor- 
matory. That is, that all boys of agricultural castes be concentrated at 
Hazaribagh, and al) of industrial castes at Alipore. The other is, that the two 
Reformatories be amalgamated at Hazaribagh. There are objections to the 
latter course, but it has one very important advantage, that, under a single 
superintendence, the expenses of the management will be largely decreased, 
and there will be better opportunity for organising instruction in a considerable 
variety of trades, 

The Lieutenant-Governor asks the Director of Public Instruction to give 
this matter his early uttention and to favour him in the winter with bis opinion 
on these two suggestions after careful consultation with the Committees of the 
two Schools. 

The total cost of the two Reformatories in 1899 was Rs. 41,709; the 

rofits from the School manxfuctories amounted to Rs, 18,560, covering nearly 
lf the cost. In these profits there will undoubtedly be considerable reduction, 
if the principle is applied to which Sir John Woodburn has again drawn 
attention, but this result must be faced in the interests of the boys, whose 
reform is our first duty. 

Upon the system to be followed at Hosetege in agricultural training 
the Lieutenant-Governor has only two remarks. He thinks that in all the 
conditions at Hazaribagh market gardening is a preferable course of instruction 
and employment toate cultivation of ficld crops. During the season when 
there is itt le out-door work, there is no possible objection to employing the 
boys in any form of in door work, which is profitable, 

An attempt was made last year to get employment in a jute mill near 
Caleutta for boys, who had ‘beon taught weaving in the Reformatory. The 
boys tan away. It is said that the wages given them wero insufficient. The 
Lieutenant Governor hopes that the experiment will not be abandoned, and 
that the Committee in i arrangements for the boys will see that proper 
wages are adjusted. We desires to draw their atteation to section 18 of the 
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Reformatory Act, and to suggest the biring out of well-behaved Jads under 
license, 

6. Manufactures,—The financial results of the manufactures in the 
Schools show a net profit at Alipore of Rs, 8,930 as against Ks. 9,862, and 
at Hazaribagh of Ks. 9,630 os compared with Rs. 9,268 in the previous 
year. The profit per hend of the number employed avas Rs. 55-7-6 as 
against Rs, O4-11-8 in 1898 at Alipore, and Rs, 44-1-6 as against Rs, 35-10-4 
at Hazaribagh. . 

7. Financial—The total cost of the Alipore Reformat was 
Rs, 21,800, and of the Hazaribagh Reformatory Rs. 19,909. he cost 
per head of each boy was Rs, 116-9-1 at the former School and Rs. 77-5-10 at 
the latter as against Rs. 110-4.5 and Rs. 73-0-11, respectively, in 1898. There 
was au actual increase in the establishment charges at both Schools, though it 
wus nominal only at Hazaribagh. 

8. General,—At Alipore nothing was done during the past year for the 
anulyamation of the warders with those of the Jail Department. At Hazaribagh 
the system was introduced, and enabled the establishment to be kept up to 
the proper strength during the year, and in other ways was satisfuctory, It 
will, however, probably be necessary to discontinue this connection with the Jail 
fis a consequence of the transfer of the control of the Schools to the Education 
Department, The number of visits to the Alipore School of members of the 
Board of Management was 63 as against 39 in the previous year. At Hazari- 
bagh 16 visits were paid by the members of the Committee as compared with 
10 in 1898, The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are due to the Board 
of Visitors of the Alipore School and the Committee of Management of the 
Hazaribagh School for close interest they have taken in the Schools. 

Oxper.—Ordered that a copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the Director 
of Public Instruction, Bengal, for information and communication to the 
Presidént of the Board of Management of the Alipore School and to the 

‘Superintendent of the Hazaribagh School. 
Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Caleutta Gazette. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A, SLACKE, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE COMMIS 
SIONERS OF CaLOUTTA FOR THE YEAR 1899-1900, 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MUNICIPAL. 
Dated Darjeeling, the 21st September 1900. 
RESOLUTION—No. 1779T.—M, 
Reap— 

The Administration Report of the Commissioners of Caleutta for the year 1899-1900, 
Read again— 

The Report for the year 1898-99 and the Resolution recorded by Government 

thereon. 

Section 17 of Bengal Act ITI of 1899 provides that the Administration 
and Departmental Reports shall be examined and reviewed by the General 
Committee and the Corporation, and that printed copies of tho reviews by 
these bodies shall be submitted to Government with or soon after the submis- 
sion of the report itself. This has not been done. The Chairman has 
forwarded copies of the proceedings of the (eneral Committee and the 
Corporation at meetings held to consider the report, but that is not a compliance 
with the law, These reviews should be self-contained: they should set forth 
the views of the General Committee and the Corporation respectively asa whole, 
and not those of individual members: they should be reasonably brief; and 
should contain such comments as my. be thought useful on the broader aspects 
of the administration of the year. future years these instructions should be 
complied with, 

2, The office of Chairman of the Corporation was held throughout the 
year by Mr, W. R. Bright with an interval from 7th January 1900 to 21st 

March “1900, during which he was compelled by ill-health to take privilege 
leave. Mr. F, W. Duke officiated as Chairman for that parlot. Babu 
Nilamber Mukerji held the office of Vice-Chairman throughout the year. Among 
the nominated Commissioners there was only one change during the year. Of 
the elected Commissioners one died, his seat remaining vacant until the close 
of the year; and 28 resigned. The places of the latter were filled, 12 by bye- 
elections and the remainder by mppoinsinent in default of election under 
section 16 of the Municipal Act. The Chairman remarks that these changes, | 
for a time at any rate, greatly hampered municipal work and finance. 

Several changes were made in the personnel of the executive, the most 
important of which was the appointment of Mr. T. C. Deverell as Engineer to 
the Corporation, vice Mr. A. J. Hughes, ¢.1.£., resigned. 

3. Meetings and attendance of Commissioners.—There were 26  gencral 
meetings of the Commissioners, 126 meetings of Standing Committees, 12 of 
Special Committees, and 52 of Sub-Committees. Informal meetings were also 
held for the investigation of matters of minor public importance. Ten Com- 
missioners attended fifty times or more at General and Committee meetings 
during the year and 60 Commissioners attended 50 per cent. or more of the 
meetings to which they were invited. 

Vacancies oceurring 1n the General Committee could not under the law be 
filled up during the year, and accordingly that Committee consisted of 9 
members instead of 18 from 1st September 1899 till the closo of the year. 

4. Proceedings of Commissioners.—The matter of most interest and impor- 
tance to the general public with which the Commissioners were occupied 
during the year was the resumption of negotiations with the Tramway Company 
for the‘introduction of electric traction. The points in dispute were referred to 
a Sub-Committee, who submitted a report, on the basis of which an agreement 
was settled and executed by the Corporation on 9th December 1899, Effect 
has been given to this agreement by legislation which has been undertaken 
since the close of the year. The Commissioners are to be congratulated on 
having arrived ata final and, under the circumstances, a satisfactory termina- 
tion to these important and long-standing negotiations. 

, Apart from this, the year’s work presents no feature of especial promi- 
nence, and was directed towards carrying out the ordinary administrative and 
financial duties of the Corporation, 


we Fr 
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5. Finance—Revenue and Expendifure—The income of the four revenue 
fands, taken together, was Rs. 5%,42,735 and their expenditure Rs. 42,388,696 
as against budget estimates of Rs, 51,86,017 and Rs 55,24,742, respectively. 
The opening und closing balances were Rs. 5,78,963 and Rs, 5,83,005, The 
main heads under which receipts were in excess of the estimate are ‘ Miscella- 
neous receipts,” © Fines and_ penalties,” and ‘Trade and profession licenses.” 
The realisation of the consolidated rate fell short of the estimate by Rs, 42,570. 

The income exceeded that of the previous year by Rs. 8,71,420-a 
result which was due to the increase in the valuation of the town and to larger 
realisations from licenses, fines, and the municipal market. The expenditure was 


Rs, 4,37,653 larger than in the previons year. The lasses: eaehereiee see) 
ly counterbalanced by a 


was under “ Road cleaning,” which, however, is partia’ 

decrease of Rs, 35,875 in the amount expended on bustee cleaning. 

‘Yhore was a total saving on the estimated expenditure for the year of 
Rs, 2,86,045, ‘The beading under which this was greatest is that of interest, 
owing to the fuilure of aloan issued during the year. The remainder of the 
saving is distributed among the ¥arious items of working expenditure. 

6. Loans.—The year opened with a total loan liability of Rs. 2,99,70,935. 
During the year Ks. 3,038,134 were repaid to Government on account of the 
consolidated loan, ‘Tenders for a new loan of 25 lakhs at 4 per cent. having a 
currency of twenty-five years were called for, but the result was a failure. 
Tenders for Rs, '3,70,900 wore accepted at 95 and upwards, and out of the 
unallotted remainder, alo of 5 lakhs only was issued, This was taken up in 
full, 'Phe total loan liability of the Corporation at the close of the year was 
Rs. 8,05,39,700. The sinking fund accumulations amount together to 
Rs, 28,74,14. Rupees £0,02,070 were paid during the year on account of 
interest and sinking funds. The statutory limit to payments on this account is 
10 por cent. ou the annual valuation of the town; and, as will be seen from 
the figures in the following para; graph, the borrowing capacity of the Corpora- 
tion has now nearly reached its limit, _ 

The total expenditure from eapit.] during the year was Rs, 18,27,881, of 
whieh the major portion was devoted to drainage (Rs. 11,46,590) and water- 
supply (Its. 4,21,263). 

7. Assessment and collection of reveaue.—The result of the revaluation work 
scarried on during the year was an increase in 4,261 cases, a decrease in 1,428 
cases, and a total net increase of Rs. 5,69,482. ‘The assessed valuation of the 
town on 3st March 1900 was Rs. 2,19,49,992, During the last decade the 
valuation has risen by over 42 lakhs. 

The following statement shows the result of the working of the collection 
departments during the year:— 
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Percentage 

- ‘ of tot of total 
Name of Department, Cuenine | garment | total, | Stee hemissions,| C186 | coflections | collections 
Sn current | on gross 

de demand, 

i | 6 | 7 | 8 | o 
Rs. Re. | 

acts | aeessit | —sogo | stag 

25,706 SLT 82t 8575 Sri7 

44.265, 7,20,084 B25S ae 





‘Total 38G108 | vs5.790 | ower | are 





Dopatfitlnten Re, 886,903 transierred by the Collector and Re. 87,480 transferred by the Jolnt-Collector to the Warrant 


} ee ee a penne the Wiearead eesti see ihe year. 

In 1898-99 the percentage figures given in columns 8 and 9 of the state- 
ment above were 93°71 and 77°31, respectively: In commenting on theso figures 
in his report for that year, the Chairman ascribed the deficiencies disclosed by 
them to the exceptional circumstances of the year constituted by the panic 
and exodus consequent on tho first outbreak of plague; and expressed 
with some confidence a hope that unless circumstances should again be 
unfavourable to collections, the year now under review would see a consider- 
uble improvement, ‘That expectation has, however, not been fulfilled. It is 


not stated that the work of collection was impeded by plague to a greater, or 
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even to the same, extent as in 1898-99, yet the percentage of gross collections 
to the gross demand is substantially the same as in that year; and, in spite of 
large remissions, another addition has been made to the already enormous 
accumulation of arrears. The unsatisfactory nature of this resu t is frankly 
admitted by the Chairman, who examines the subject in some detuil, 

To begin with the Collector’s department, it appears that that officer 
collected during the year a total sam of Rs. 28,91,520 out of a gross demanil 
of Rs. 35,39,993, or 84°32 per cent, This percentage is, it ts true, raised to 85 
per cent. if the amounts afterwards found to be unrealisable are deducted from 
the gross demand ; but if again the demand realisable from Government and the 
Port Commissioners which collects itself automatically (but upon which never- 
theless the Collector, very unnecessarily, receives commission) be left out of 
account, it appears that out of a realisable demand of Ks, 30,82,718, only 

- Rs, 23,41,520, or 76°4 per cent., was realised by the Collector, 

The Joint-Collector, if the demand from Government and the Port Com- 
missioners be deducted from the realisable demand and from the collections, 
realised Rs. 4,48,887 out of a demand of Ks. 5,60,698, or just over 80 per cent, 
—a most unsatisfactory result for so small a demand. 

The question of reforming or remodelling the whole system of collections 
is stated to be engaging the earnest attention of the Chairmen, who adds 
that a complete change in the system of collections may very possibly be found 
necessary. ‘I'he absolute necessity of a speedy improvement being made in 
the collection of taxes needs no emphasising. In Bombay, tue aver 
percentage of collections to current demand for the nine years ending 15 
was 0-4 per cent., and the amount remitted has averaged Rs. 50,273 per 
annum. In Calcutta, the corresponding figures for the last ten years were 
93°3 per cent. nud Rs. 1,82,268, the aggregate current demand being s'ightlv 
less thn in Bombay, It may not be possible to achieve such good results us 
in Bombay, where the Manicipal rates are payable half-yearly, and by owners 
only, and not, as in Calcutta, quarterly, ind by owners and occupiers in equal 
shares, But the Lieutenant-Governor knows of no valid reason for so large u 
difference, and he cannot resist the conclusion that the explanation is to be 
sought in a bad system, and imperfect supervision over the Collecting Depart- 
ments. These, together with the Warrant Department, are in general charge 
of the Vice-Chairman. The Auditor's report, recently received, shows that he 
has failed to exercise the detailed control over collections and accounts without 
which no contractor can be expected to work efficiently, He has also failed to 
overcome the delay in the institution of coercive processes to which the present 
bad system lends itself, and which for.2s one of the most marked differences 
between Caleatta and Bombay. Possibly this may be due in some degree to 
his being overburdened with work. Under the new law, he has been relieved 
of much of his out-door duties by the appointment of a Deputy Chairman, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor will expect him in future to exercise a real and not 
merely a nominal control over these essential branches of the administration, 

he Warrant Department has done better than in any previous year, the 
realisations during the past three years being— 








Rs. 
1897-98 om one vee ee 230,465 
1898 99 os ve tee ws —3,81,072 
1899-1900 tee oe we -++  8,66,192 


Notwithstanding this, the arrears rose from Rs, 9,49,299 to Rs, 9,55,789, 
which is a disappointing result. Here, again, the Auditor’s report shows laxity 
of management and want of method by the officer in charge. 

It is stated that the bills for the first quarter could not be delivered 
in time because the writing out of the bills could not be commenced till 
the rates for the year had been fixed by the Commissioners in meeting, The 
reason for delay in a matter so obviously requiring punctuality is not stated: 
nor were the circumstances different, so far as is known, from those of previous 

ears, 
“f Since the close of the year sanction has been accorded by Government to 
a Resolution of the Corporation exempting from assessment all lands and 
buildings the annual valuation of which does not exceed Rs, 20. This, as the 
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Chairman remarks, should afford a great relief to all the collecting departments 
by the abolition ofa large number of bills for infinitesimal amounts. 

The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the new tion will lose no 
time in putting this most important branch of administration on a proper 
footing, The effects of the deficiency in collections are visible in every 
branch of administration, and want of funds has constantly to be pleaded as a 
reason for not carrying out improvements, the urgency of which is admitted. 
No such plea is sufficient in the case of a body which leaves unrealised so 
large a proportion of its revenue. 2 ; 

8. License Department.—The following statement compares the receipts 
under the several heads in this department for the last two years :— 









































Heaps or receirrs. Amount realised, | Amount .realised,| Budget - 
1899-1900. 1898-1599. estimate. 
1 2 8 4 
Ts. = AP Rs. AP, Rs. 
I.—Tax on trades and professions...) 3,70,783 4 8| 3,24,585 611) 8,45,900 
11 —Tax on oarriages and avimals ...| 1,50,410 1 8| 1,483,669 5 6| 1,45,000 
Iil.—Cart registrauion fees er 83,271 4 0 75,786 4 0 78,000 
IV.—Fees for removal of trade 
refuse aes wee 63,807 2 0 54,255 0 0 65,000 
V.—Fees for licences under section 
335 (stables, cows and bullock 
sheds, &o,) ase one 452 8 0 330 0 0 250 
VI.—Mibscellaneous receipts oe 2257 6 0 622 5 0 acaset 
VIL.—Fines under section 90 « 16,292 12 1 10,911 18 9 | 16,666 
VILL. —Fines under section 80 owe 1,135 12 0 2,428 8 0 7 
Total ++» | 6,88,410 2 5] 6,12,588 11 2] 6,49,916 





Mice! increase in recei; pvopenprens ensues under sk sae trades 
and professions is particularly so in view ive decline in previous - 
vane which was commocied ok by Government last year. 

But while the result itself is satisfactory, the means by which it has been 
obtained, viz., a very large increase in the number of police.court prosecu- 
tions, are quite the reverse. The Chairman correctly points out that - 
ons have ant ee bese a —— of coercion at the di of the 

epartment, a t during t! r under review cases were” more prom) 
filed and better distributed than hansinows.. But a system which ae 
prosecution in the Criminal Courts, of nearly 60 per cent. of the assesses is 
indefensible. The procedure to be adopted under the new law was stated in 
reviewing the 4 pe for 1898-99, and the Chairman expresses the hope, which » 
* the Government heartily endorses, that in future prosecutions of this nature 
will not be resorted to. 

‘The statement which purports to show the results of the collection of this 

tax up to date is incomplete and plete: Instead of the total balance 
‘ing sho’ 


y outstanding at the opening of the year bei wn, only that portion of it 
which accrued during the immediately ap in the state- 
i. J ment, tho outstanding balance for all previous years itt left out of account. 


It does not, therefore, appear from the what the total outstanding 5 

] balance waa at the opening and the close of the year. The Lieutenant-Gover 

if nor desires that the form of the statement may be amended so as to show 
i aah war sist Lighting and Printing —Thi 

9, Market, Lighting, —The municipal market was satisfac- 

d torily worked throughout the its receipts were raised b increase 

al strana mado during the Yet rom Ba, 128,040 Ba 160903, 

i ix gas ; an ty lamps were added during the t 

sais Soe to the oahting supply. These additions, and the Tight ree 

gre lamps Guriug. exten how "saloed the total expenditure on leietney to 











Rs, 4,75,832—an increase of Rs. 18,552 on the expenditure of the provious 


The Printing Department shows a considerably increased outtumn for 
the year. Valuing the outturn at rates based on a comparison with thosé of 
Government and private firms, the result is a profit of Rs, 19,375. The total 
charges amounted to Rs, 40,795, In this connection the Lieutenant-Governor 
has observed that such specimens of the work of the Municipal Printing Depart. 
ment as haye come before him leave much to be desired, They contain 
numerous typographical errors and are badly set up and badly printed. The 
present report is an instance in pont, 

10,  Litigation.—The civil suits instituted by or against the Corporation 
during the year were insignificant. It is noticeable, however, that 150 old 
decrees, which had been allowed to become barred by limitation, were 
cancelled, Arrangements are stated to yy been made for preventing the 
occurrence of such an unsatisfa result in future. 

The total num! er of criminal prosecutions instituted by the Corporation 
was 37,521 against 37,544 in the previous hon The greater part of these 
originated with the License Department, and have already been noticed. 

- The Chai draws attention to the results of the prosecutions instituted 
by the Engineer’s Department. In- 2,532 convictions, the greater number.of 
which were for encroachments, the total amount of fines imposed was Rs. 3,967. 
The Chairman expresses a hope that, especially in cases of building a house 
without submitting a plan, more suitable penalties will be imposed under the 
new Act, This matter formed the subject of unfayourable comment in last 
year’s Resolution, but it appears that no improyement has taken place, but 
rather the reverse, It now be necessary to consider whether the power of 
sprees a Municipal Magistrate conferred by section 628 of the now Act 
: othe Food Inepestion Sepackenbe! ted 339 

e nspection - it institu cases against 145 in the 
revious year. Fines amounting to Re, 2,110 were iaciptoed The Food 
Fisancn also seized and destroyed a large quantity of food and milk unfit 
for human consumption, A novel feature of their work during the year has 
been the prosecution of shop-keepers for selling cocaine, the use of which, as a 
stimulate is stated to be increasingly prevalent among all classes. The action 
taken to check it is said to have met with some success, and will be continued 
3 eee tion, —Th + spent by the Corporation d h 

il, wation.—The amount mt by the Corporation during the year on 
primary education was Rs. 2860. ‘The insufficiency of the provision made 
for this object has been the subject of separate correspondence with the 
pest nyt and efforts will be, to provide for a more adequate expendi- 


ture in . 7 
12, Then and bustee improvements.—The separate chapter, which is devoted 
to this subject in the report, adds little or nothing to the information which 
is given in the chapter relating to finance. It is remarked that the heavy 
iture which is being incurred on drainage and unfiltered water-works has 
lessened the resources of the ion to carry out extensive bustee improve- 
ment. The expenditure under this head (Rs, 33,276) is, nevertheless, the largest 


incurred since 1892-93. The total amount spent on town and bustee improve- 
ments together is Rs. 84,390 against Rs. 99,626 in the previous oe The 











amount | on street improvements and met from this grant was 667. 
a ete bd 8 ‘Deparinent.—The mileage of filtered water mains was 
ightly increased during the year. It amounted on 31st March 1900 to 315-16 

; The ayerage daily consumption also shows a slight decrease from 
the previc St hans, being 20,681,822 against 20,684,393 in 
1 . The daily consumption per head was 33°68 gallons in the town area 
and 20°89 , sin egg area, The gross cost was annas 2°85 per 
Ag ad was made during the year in increasing the supply of 
OEE pg Teco Ne i 


i ee Sean aa 
t a was 117/49 and 87°55 miles, respectively, again "26 an 
36-0 ty 98-09. ‘amount of water supplied inereased from 4,778,899 
yne per 198.09 to 9,687,493 gallons in 1899-1900. ‘This is a 
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v eat improvement, and its effect should be still greater when the number 
of Lanacrenmeiees is increased, The Chairman tor gen Perms 8 1 : 
at the result of efforts which have been made in this direction during the 
year, It is to be hoped that in future they will rs more successful. But 
if the comexions are to be really beneficial, and not a danger in disguise, 
it is essential that they should be maintained in efficient order, A recent 

“ inspection by the Health Officer of a number of students’ lodging-houses showed 
that in 20 cases out of 24 examined, the flushing arrangements of connected 
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; rivies were out of order. If anything like this proportion obtains throughout 
| Ihe town, the risk to the public health is most serious. Under Chapter XXI 
I and Schedule XVI of the new Act, the Chairman has ‘ample powers to inspect 
and enforee the repair of defective privies, and he should look to it that these 
are rigorously exercised. . a ’ 
arions reconstructions and improvements wero made in the sewerage 
rystem, which now has a length of 200-68 miles. 









14, Health of the town.—There is a curious difference of opinion between 
experts on the elementary point whether the genoral health of Calcutta was 
or was not good dung the year. In the ly of the report the year is 
stated to have been a specislly unhealthy one, and with this view the Inspector- 
General of Civil Hospitals, who has submit a separate note to Government 
on the subject, agrees. In the report of the Health Officer on the other hand, it 
is stated that the health of the town was, except for plague, comparatively good. 
The total number of deaths recorded was 25,823 against a decennial average 
of 22,058, ‘The deaths rogistered as due to plague were 2,832; and in 
addition to these, there were a number of, suspicious deaths in? which the 
evidence was not quite sufficient to establish the cause of death to have been 

lague. “Ihe mortality under the special causes of cholera, dinrrhwa and 
pan aeady small-pox, and fevers was 1,852° less than the average of the 
previous ten yours, Phe reduction under “fever” was 1,016, and it is believed 
that this is mainly fictitious, deaths really due to this disease haying been 
ascribed to ‘other causes” ime the increase was 3,306) in consequence 
of the plague scare’, If allowance be made for the natural increase of 
population during that period, it would xeem that the conclusion of thg Health 
Officer should be aceepted; and it is evident, as the Chairman rewarks, that 
the figures returned for plague represent with a near approach to accuracy the 
actual mortality from that cause. The birth-rate rose from 13:9 in 1898, 
when, owing to a large exodus of females from the town, it was exceptionally 
low, to 16-1 in 1899, ‘This figure is still below the average, The birth-rate 
was’ highest among Christians and lowest among Musammadans. The 
mortality among infants under one year of age was in inversy ratio to 
the birth-rate according to class. Among Muhammadans it was 504-3, 
among Hindus 334-7, and among Christiavs 1744, the average for all 
classes being 366'8, ‘The same fact was noted im last year’s report, The 
Health Officer conjectures that there may be some connection between the 
marriage customs of the various classes and the infantile ity among them. 

_ The fever mortality was 7,178 againsta decennial average of 8,189, Under 
this head the Health Officer gives a detailed account of the proliminary 
investigations which he has made into’ the localities infested by the anophelés 
eran and the connection between that insect and malarious fever. It was 
found that the enopheles could be quickly killed by kerosine when found in 
pools, but that even so, it re-appevred in a week, and that efforts to exterminate 
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"nor cattle could be procured in sufficient number, and the strain on stock and 








abi ma vey to continue the experiment. In this connexion it may. b6 


a ed that Captain ard Rogers, 1.M.8,, who recently conducted investi- 
| gations in neighbouring urban areas, found nothing to show that the it 
Is the sole, or even the chief, cause of malarious fever. moog iy 
The mortality from cholera was 990 against an average of 2,051 in the 
previous five years, ‘The cases were isolated ones, and there was no serious 
outb:eak throughout the year, Ther were only 64 cases of small-pox in the 


“town during the year, but. the jt, gaa dysentery and diurrhea was ~ 
in, 


above the average. The death-rate suburben and canal area (43-9) is 
again extremely high compared to that in urban Caleutta (35:1). special 
report on the subject was asked for by Government in the review of last year's 
report, but lias not yet been received. 

15. Vaccination.—The number of persons vaccinated during the year 
was 16,011 against 13,255 in 1898, Re percentage of successful operations, 
calculated on ascertained results, was 96°61 of primary*vaccinations and 35:46 
of revaccinations., Of the latter, a large number of results were unascertained. 

An outbreuk of rinderpest in the animal vaccination depot caused the 
supply of vaccine to ran short, and a supply of lanoline paste obtained 
from the Darjecling depot failed to give good results, ‘he Vaccination Depart- 
ment is at present undergoing a process of reorganisation, and partial effeet 
has already been given to the recommendations of the Health Officer. 

16, ‘Conservancy —The portion of the Health Officer’s report which deals 

' with the conservancy of the town is of considerable interest to the, rate-payers 
and the general public. In commenting on it, the Chairman remarks that it 
is the fashion to say that the conservancy of Calcutta is unsatisfactory, but 

- offers no opinion as to how far this fashion is justified by facts, The Health 
Officer, while candidly aie that the Health Department has not been 
able to keep the streefs. of Calentta in a condition which can bo regarded as 
satisfactory from a sanitary point of view, maintains that failure has been due, 
not to any shortcomings on the part of the Department, but to the magnitude 
of the difficulties with which it has #o contend, Dr. Nield Cook points 
out that the structural defects of the city, the habits of the people with regard 
to the disposal of refuse, and the very large ausnsity ot refuse to be disposed 
of, as compured with a Evropean town, are practically insuperable obstacles 
to arriving at ideal conservancy arrangements, That these difficulties are real 
may be allowed. ‘They are not insuperable, Nor can the Lieutenant-Governor 
‘in any way endorse the Health Officer’s contention that inefficient conservancy 
is a matter which depends more on the state of thy labour market and the 
available supply and strength of draught animals than on “supervision and 

punishment of subordinates when anything 1 as wrong.” Constant super- 
vision, honestly enforced, will do more geod with a small staff than an army of 
coolies, carts and cattle working without matic control. The Health 
Officer affirms that the only chance of ing pt Ryan improvement 

_ in the ‘state of the streets is to have something like a continuous service 
with relays of men and animals; and sie here. ently A service epipecching 
this standard, the more complete the,conservancy will obviously be. An after- 
noon service was attempted during the year under report, but neither carters 
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stiff was so severe that the experiment was perforce abandoned. The 
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: 8 of ing a substantial im ement in the conservancy resolves 
aces aes pg ? 


ys and means. The present report and the 

press to which it refers, have, at all events, served the 
it prominently to the notice of the Commissioners. It is 
= u t should be starved for want of 
Soped. Caainahitpediationsb in the collection of the 
Commissioners to make a more liberal provision for it 


1 the near : ase : 

> “department worked under special difficulties duri the year. 

Eda ‘hbo prevalence of plague, very dificult to obtain, the 
} among draught animals from glanders and'¥inderpost was heavy. In 

‘this, the amount of refuse removed from the town was the largest ever 
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, being no less than 357,000 tons. Even this large total wouldno 











doubt, in the absence of these difficulties, have been considerably exceeded, 
and manifest though the deficiencies of the conservancy are, the Lieutenant- 
Governor is glad to be able from his own observations to concur in the 
statement of the Chairman as to the improvement in the work of the depai 
ment during a particularly trying year. He looks to the Chairman and the 
Commissioners to ensure much pd progress in this matter, 

Particular stress is laid by the Health Officer on the necessity in the interests 
of both economy and efficiency of improving the stable accommodation for the 
ponies and cattle, Steps have been taken by the Commissioners to give effect 
to his Spcomeen CREA bce’ f ‘ " ‘ 

17. Plague.—The administration of preventive measures against plague 
Sa ta the boas ct tie Chaittaaee not "a ts anbepnent sd is thorefore 
not dealt with, except incidentally, in the report. The Chairman notes briefly 
on the subject in the preliminary chapter to the report. The Army Sanitary 
Commissioners have reeently suggeste’ that plague should, in the Annual Report, 
not be dissociated from other diseases, ‘The Health Officer goos further, 
and suggests thet the administration also should be united. The latter 
suggestion is not practicable; for the reason that the Health Officer’s ordinary 
duties, especially in connection with conservancy, are sufficient to occupy hi 
avhole time. In future, however, a report by tho Spocial Health Officer for 

lague should accompany the Annual Report, and will be reviewed with it. 
t is sufficient, for the purposes of the present review, to remark that the epidemic, 
though more severe in incidence than that of the previous , had a much less 
pronounced effect on the general administration of the Corporation. The 
disease declined rapidly in virulence from April to July, continued during 
the next six months in a sporadic form, and increased again rapidly from 
the end of January 1900, reaching its bigest point in the third week in March. 
The history of ppse in Calcutta and of the measures taken to cope with it 
will be separately treated. 

18. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to express his appreciation of the 
manner in which Mr, Bright dischamged the duties of Chairman during. a year 
beset by peculiar difficulties, and in which more, perhaps, devolved upon the 
Chairman than in any other in the annals of the Corporation. It has fallen to 
his lot to usher in the new constitution, and to guide the Corporation during 
the first months of its operation. The Lieutenant-Governor hoped that 
his services would have been available to Calcutta for. several years to come, 
and it isa matter of great regret that his health should have failed under the 
strain, and that he should have been compelled to relinquish his onerous and 
important char He leaves behind him a record of signal energy, industry 

zeal; of difficulties surmounted and reforms undertaken; and the knowl c 
that his unsparing labours have done much to smooth the path of hi 


successor, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E. N. BAKER, 
Secrotary to the Govt. of Bongal. 














DONATIONS AND ENDOWMENTS ‘MADE BY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS 
: FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES AND WORKS OF PUBLIO 
* UTILITY DURING THE YEAR 1899. 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MUNICIPAL. 
Darjeeling, the hth September 1900, 
RESOLUTION—No, 2076M. 


F 

_ In the month of November 1899 a Resolution was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette showing the names of the gentlemen who during the year 1898 
had made of money or land for a ic purposes or for works of public 
utility. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has now much pleasure in publishing for 
eye information a statement showing by divisions and districts the gifts 

t were contributed during the year 1899. The sums contributed are stated 
against each gentleman’s name, and the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to avail 
ae this opportunity of thanking them one and all for their liberality 
ant spirit, 

e ‘The following are the chief donations which deserve jal notice :-— 
Babu Kanai Lal Bogla, of Calcutta, contributed Rs. 25,000 for the improvement 
of the accommodation at Puri for pilgrims visiting the shrine of Jaggernath. 
A sum of Rs, 16,735 was given the Executive Committee of the 
National Leprosy Fund in England for the benefit of the Albert Victor Asylum 
for Lepers at Calcutta. Rai Ganga Prosad Bahadur spent Rs, 31,281 on the 
construction. of a hospital and tenn ica at Laheriaserai with equipments, for 
which he had ori ly off in 1895 a sum of Rs, 12,000, bu Tran 
Nath Banerjee made a donation of Rs. 12,000 for a masonry building for the 
High Engle School at Panihati. 

3, The Lieutenant-Governor has mu¢h pleasure in noticing also the con- 
tribution of Rs. 9,200 made by Rai Ram Akhoy Chatterjee Bahadur for excava- 
tion of tanks in the district of Burdwan; the donation of Rs. 4,000 made by 
Srimati Kadambini Debi for the help of the poor Hindu boys attending the 
Birbhum Government School and the Suri Middle English School ; the dispen- 
pri A hospital presented by Babu Bolye Chand Datta to Madhupur; the gift 
of 4,000 made by Babu Rup Datta for a new road with culverts from 
Tean to Delcyapas and thence to Talibpur; that of Rai Jogendra Narain Roy, 
who presented to the public a plot of land in the district of Murshidabad 
with a building and a tank on it, together with a sum of Rs, 3,000 in Govern- 
ment securities for their upkeep ; and also the liberality of Rai Hari Churn 
Chowdhry, who gave Rs, 000. for the maintenance of poor indoor patients 
in the Khulna Dispe . 

4. The acknowledgments of Government are also due to the following :— 

ja Promoda Nath Rai, who gave Rs. 4,000 for a tank within the jurisdic- 
tion of the police-station of Nator; Rai Gopi Krishna, of Patna City, who 
contributed Rs. 9,000 for a dharamsala at the Bankipore Railway Station; 
Babu Radha Nath Bagchi, who gave Rs. 5,000 for a tank at arta 
Babus Saukhi Lal Sahu and Bishun Pergash Narain Singh, who made over 
Rs, 4,000 and Rs. 5,000, respectively, for tanks; the Raja of Kunika, who gave 
Rs, 6,233 for the construction of roads and oxcavation of tanks; Babu Gopal 
Mahton, who contributed Rx. 5,000 for a tank in the district of Hazaribagh; 
ethene gs nie Papas Pe present oe sum - Rs, 5,000 for 
purpose of endowing a w: ‘or inligent planters in the Presidency 
General Hospital. 

5. ‘The Lieutenant-Goyernor is especially pleased to observe that in the 
district of Kegs cots tanks have been excavated by the gentlemen named in 
the list. This ict is in particular need of an paaved water-supply, and 
His Honour hopes that the good example t!us set will be widely followed. It 
would be well it the Sauke now constructed were reserved for drinking 
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E,N. BAKER, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal. 





and the statement be published in the 
ome inlomient ; ai 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, + 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 





For the week ending the 21th September 1900. . “ 


‘ Burdwan,—Rainfall at Sadar 11:18, Katwa 13:01, Raniganj 8:89, Wenthor rainy. 
The heavy rainfall during the week did considerable good to aman paddy, Condition of 
sugarcane fair. Fodder and water sufficient, Qommon rice selling as follows :— 





ra Srs. 
ie BS 
atwa a per rupee. 
Raniganj : oe ‘ 124 . 
Kalna report not received. . 


Birbhum.—Rainfall af Sadar 13:26, Rampur Hit 1284. Weather rainy and stormy. 
Excessive rain damaged su, no, Price of common rice at Sadar 12 seers and Rampur 
Hat 18 seers per'rupee. Fodder sufficient, 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Sadar 10°55. Weather cloudy and rainy. Tho excossive A 
rainfall of the week has dono injury to early rice, Liri, and sugarcane. Fodder suflicient. 
No cattle-disease reported. Price of common rice at Bankura 12 goors por rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:95, Oontai 15°86, Tamluk 14°12. Weathor rainy 
at Sadar and cyclonic at Contai and 'Tamluk. ‘Transplantation aud weeding of aman paddy 
are Being on in some places at Sadar. Orops have been damaged in some places at 
Tamluk and Contai owing to heavy showers. Portions of Doro and Contai submerged. 
Prospect. of sugarcane favourable. No cattle-disease, odder and water sulliciont- 
Common rive sells as follows :— 


Sra. . 
Sadar see on 10 to 124 
Contai med ras aes 15 > per rupee, 
Tamluk oe oe 9 


Ghatal report not reooived, ; 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sidar 21°82, Serampore 87:43, Arambagh report not received. 
Tho work of, cultivation his been stopped in all places. Considerable damago to the 
standing crops is apprehended. Common rico sells at 10} seers por rupee. 


_* Howrah:—Rainfall at Sadar 2963, Ulubaria 18:59, Sky overcast. Heavy showers % 
since Tuesday (18th), Damage to paddy crop apprehended in places which have been 
overflooded. Outting of jute nearly finished. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice 

sells at 10} seers per rupee. 


; 24-Parganas.—Rainfall af Sadar 34°53, Barasat 29°53, Basirhat 32:86, Diamond 
Harbour 84°18, Weather cloudy with abnormal raiufall without cessation, Tho jute cro * 

se has been immersed in water; the aus paddy still in the fields has mostly been submerged an: 

swopt away, and the’ aman paddy has been submerget and swept away in somo places. 

* ‘Lhe prospect is gloomy, but no definite estimate of the damage done can yet bo given. In 
consequence of the heavy rainfall agricultural operations haye been totally stopped everywhere 
except in the Diamond Harbour subdivision, where steeping of jute and harvesting of aus 
still continue. Rivers are full. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells as 








follows :—_ - + 
>. > Sre. 
- Sadar ae oar ase 13 ; 
Baaiat eB Ty f per rupee. 
. Diamond Harbour. s ev ig 


“4 adia.—Rainfall at Sadar 23:33, Mehorpur 12°57, Chuadanga 11-18, Ranaghat 21°85. - 
al Weathes clondy with heavy showers and high wind. Harvesting of avs comploted. Stoop- 

_. ing of jute continues. ‘The rain has been excessive in hat and parts of Sadar, where it 

‘ has done more harm than good to the standing crops. Cattle-pox reported from Meherpur. 
© Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. w j 
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Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 1574, Lalbagh 1268. Weather rainy and 
cyclonic. Harvesting of aus going on, Prospoots of sugarcane and jute favourable. The — 
recent heavy rain may affect tho standing winter crops to some extent. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Onttle-disease reported fiom thanas Nawada and Nabagram. Common rice sells 
as follows :— 5 J 


Srs. 
ow 18h 
adar os os ass a | por rapes. 


hb toe ove 
Reports pa Kandi and Jangipur not reovived. 


Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 18°73, Weather overcast with hoavy rain and gale of 
wind. Harvesting of aus paddy and jute going on. Rivers are rising. Prospect of 
aman not good. Fodder ‘and water sufficient. mon rice sells at Sadar 13 seers per 
rupee, No reports received from Jhenida, Magura, Narail, and Bongong subdivisions. 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar 17°89, Bagerhat 31°30, Satkhira report not received. 
Weather boisterous and rainy. Transplantation of aman still continues. ‘The heavy rain is 
reported to have done good to the aman orop in some parts of the district, but in others some 
damage is approhended owing fo the strong cast winds. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells ax follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar vow ap A ry 18) 
Bagerhat ie am ive OS | per rupoo. 
Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:43, Nator 5°21, Nangaon 1:94, Weather cloudy. 
Prospocts of crops No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Qom- 


‘mon rice selling at Bpooeee ‘per Taper. 


.—Average rainfall 99, Wosther cloudy. More rain wanted in south of 
district, Prospect of aman moderate. Oattlo-disease reported from some thanas, Rive 
selling at Sadar 15 seers and at Thakurgaon 13 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar °88. Weather seasonable, Harvesting, of bhadoi 
paddy and transplantation of Aaimanti paddy nearly finished. Steeping of jute going on. 
Common rice sellsat 14 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


jeeling.—Rainfall at Darjocling 1-51, Kurseong 0°74, Siliguri 0-72,’ Kalimpong 
ova ott seasonable,  Hillx--Biusla, dhaioi pedds, smd potatoes being harvested ; 
atmemti pro) ing. Derai—Eorvesting of badoi and and transplanting 
Agimanti paddy finished. ‘Gennse five wells na follows >> am i 


Bre. 
Hills : z Bias 
‘Verai “ve aes ae 55 35S Aer. 
Bhutta sells at Darjecling 22 seers and at Kalimpong 82 soers per rupee, 


rae 9 pe po at Sadar 0°47, Gaibanda 037, |, Ni 

Woather clondy and hot. More rain ‘anted, Steepi eit jute a} rab oraer pa 
aman going on. eens prevails in Nilphamari. "er, ae ft 
mon rice sells as follows :— 3 . 


Br, 4 
Niiphemasi 4S Cee 
Gaib pet a a 40 (Per rupee. x 
Kurigram we oe ow «12 . 


—Average rainfall 2°25. Harvesting of jute and transplantation of aman 
Ry ny More rain still wanted in places. F 
snensly Salsink,. Ss = in pl ‘odder and water ‘sufficient. Oom- 


‘Rainfall at Sadar 6-44, Sirajganj 3-64. Weather 


Pabna.— ‘ 
* Prospost of ropa good. Rein has done esuch goo to-uman paiy. Piises daohacgoh 





Dacca—Rainifill at Sadar 4-20, 464 206, 
Weather rainy. Prospects of vrops good. wane 2 
_ Thoe 12 seers per rupee. — 5 ee i i Wega dit LUD 
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Dike ) TH 76) 
eS 
M —Rainfall at Sadar 0-81, Jamalpur 0°35, Kishoreganj 2-56, Netrokona 1:49, 


Tangail 0°69. Weather cloudy. Prospects of ero; exceptin Jamalpur, whi 
rain is needed. Harvesting of jute continues. Police and water alae ‘Condition 
of cattle good. Common rice selling as follows :— 


Srs, 

al aed a tee Bae 

= i oo * eee tee 12 
Netrokona ide tgs ony we 12k per rupee, 

Kishoreganj nse oa see 14 

Jamalpur ave - v0 Oy 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 9:04, Goalundo 8:31, Madaripur 11°85. ‘Weather oyolonic 
and violent rain still, Prospoots of crops more favourable. Oommon rice sells at 12} sosrs 
per rupee. 


.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:18, Weather soasonable, Prospocts of a, 
Goosen eee at 13 seers (aman) and 14} seers (aus) pentane. eee 


‘Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-95, Brahmanbaria 1:99, Chandpur $42. Prospects 
of ocrops.good. Average price of common rice 13 seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:42, Feni 3°32. Harvesting of aus completed. Trans- 
lantation of aman still continues. Recent rain has done good to the crops. No cattle- 
Ssennes Fodder and water sufficient. Price of rico stationary. 


é Chittagong.—Raivfall at Sadar 305, Oox’s Bazar 1131. Rain still wanted for 
tation. Water and fodder sufficient. uttle-disease still continnes in Chakaria 
and Ramu. Oommon rice 12 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Transplanted paddy much benefited by recent rain. Iarvesting of marua and 
makaj nearly finish: Vodler and water sufficient. Common rice at Patna sells at 14 seers 
per rupee. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Gaya 3:75, Jahanabad 2:03, Aurangabad 33%, Nawadu 505 


Transplantation of paddy completed. adi lands being propared. Common ricp solling 
at 12 seors per rupee. 


Sbahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:02, Buxsr 0-61, Bhabua 3°50, Sasaram 4°36, Debri 
3°34, More rain wanted in Buxar. Bhadoi harvesting continues. Standing crops good. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Rice at Sadar 114 seers per rupea. 


‘Saran.—Report not received. 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Sndar ‘89, Bettiah -74. Weather hot with high wind avd 
light showers at times. Bhadoi being harvested. Transplantation of paddy nearly over. 
Ploughing for rabi beginning. Fodder and water sufficient. Prices of common rice and 
malse ot Radar are 11 and 21 seers per rupee respectively. 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 75, Hajipur 66, Sitamarhi +16, Bhadoi orops doing 
well, More rain still wanted. Prices me 20ecHion rice 18 seers, wheat 12 seers, barley 
16 seors, maize 22 seers, gram 14 seers, arhar 16 seers, and marua 22} seers per rupes. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:30, Samastipur 026, Madhubani 1:0. Paddy doin; 
well. Harvesting of bhadoi continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disense repo: 
from Khbajauli = Madhipore thanas. Common rice sells as follows :— 


* ‘Brs. 
Samastipur tee ase ee per rupee. 
Madhbubani » 14h] 


ao aoe 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 1:51, Begusarai 0°53, Jamui_ 2°56. Weather cloud 
scibssatae fe dios entry win Standing crops doing well. Sowing of chillies Bid 
‘swoot potatoes going on. tain has been beneficial to crops in the Jamui subdivision. 
Dgtaa Secutil wate toe Seat. Kalai boing sown in places, Bhadoi crops being harvested 
in the Begusarai subdivision. < 
= “—Rainfall at Sadar 0:79, Banka 3:72, Madhipura 0:30, Supaul 0:05. 
Weather Bhadoi crops are being harvested. Winter rice presents prospects. 
‘Cattlo-disease in parts of Supaul. Prices stationary. Fodder and water ample. 
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Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°23, Kishanganj 0-07,.Araria 0-02. Weather cloudy-with 
easterly wind. ” Harvesting of bhadoi and steeping of jute al ‘Transplantation of 


aghant m finished. Prospects favourable. No er and water =~ 
rene a rice sells as follows: — r 
Srs. 
Sadar wea Soe w mee | | ne 
Kishanganj ne a ve 14) per rupee, 
Araria + oe one gel 


Malda.—Rain‘all at Sadar 218, Sh’bganj 353, Gajole 1-17. Weather stormy and 
clouly with ocoasional rain. ‘Transplantation of winter rico completed. Harvesting of 
Uhatoi paddy not yet finished in all the plaoos. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water suffi- 
cient, Prioe of common rice 14 seers per rupee. 


Southal Parganas.—Avoraga rainfall 5°62. Weather stormy and cloudy. Maize 
harvesting almost finished Stan ing crops doing very well. Fodder suiliciont, Average 
price of rico 12 soors 14 chitaks and of ma x2 30 seers per rupee. 


Cattack —Roport,not received, 


Balasore.—Report not received. 
Puri.—Report not received. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Angul 6:39, Chhindipada (np to 18h) 490. Weathor cloudy , 
raining at intervals, Sowing of birsi, mag’ tit, and kulthi going on. Weeding of winter 
paddy and harvesting of mandia and autumn paddy in progross. A break in the rain is no 
novded, Condition of people good. Ficld lavour available, Common rico selling from 8 


15 seers per rupee, 
. 


Hazaribagh.—Weather cloudy. Rainfall at Sador 5°98, Giridi 67. Harvesting of 
thadoi going oa. Prospect of paildy good. “Foddor aud water suffivient, Common rice sells 
at Sadar 15 seers and Giridi 12 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall 11-26. Weather rainy and stormy. Harvesting of gora paddy, 
urid,and barai retarded by heavy and coatinuons rain. Average price of common rics 
9} seers per rupee, No catile-disoase reported, IFodder and water suificents ‘ 


Palamau.—Rainfall 2:83.  Wenthor seasqnable, “Harvesting of bhddoi-atill going on, ? 
Standing orops doing well. Prices at Sadar are—Rice 9 soors 9 chitaks, makai 27 goora, 
gram 10 seers 11 chitaks, and suwan rice 16 seers 14 chitaks per rupee, 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 10°26, Gobindpur 8°57. Weather cyclonic, Prospects 
of crops good, Gattle-disease reported from thana Gourangdi. Fodder and water sufficient: 
Average ee of common rice at Sadar 10 seors 14 chitaks and at Gobindpur 10 seers per 
rupee, Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Report not received. 


General Summary.—There was heavy rain in South-West Bengal, Origsa, and Chota 
Nagpur. - Jn Hast Bengal the rain was moderate, while in North Boat acd wits parts of 
Bihar-only light'showers wero received. The rain was exceptionally heavy in the Presidency . 
and Burdwan Divisions, where damago to the crops is apprehonded. In the 24-Parganas it 
is reported that the crops have been submerged and swept away in some places. Tan is still 
required for the winter rice crop in Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, Mymensingh, Chitt By 
Muzaffarpur, and Monghyr. harvesting of the autumn crops is still going on, “In Bihar * 
the ploughing for the spring teahe beginning, Cattle-disoasa oontinnes in a few districtsr 
Fodller 48 generally sullicient, No important change in the price of rica is reported, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, | 


F. A. SLACKE, 
Seorctary to the Govt. of Bengal, . « 


Reyenve Derarrment, 
The 25th September, 1900, 








PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD-GRAINS AND SALT 


HLEAD.QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OP THE DISTRIOTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 161m SEPTEMBER 1900, 7 
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Published for general information. 7 
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‘the undermentioned Marts of Bengal on the 15th September 1900. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


Appromimate return of trafic on the Circular and Eastern Oanals for the woek ending 
Saturday, the 22nd September 1900, as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year 
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* Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approvimate Return of Traffie and Mileage for the week ended 8th September 1900 on 139 miles open. 
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BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 15th September 1900 on 1,118 miles open. 
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SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
(Wonxep sy rae B. & N.-W. Ratuwar.) 
Approximate Return of Trafic for week ending 15th September 1900 on 18 miles open. 




























ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approsimate Return of Trafle for the week ended Sth September, 1900 on 807 miles open for alt deveriptios of trate aan 


additional 39 miles for goods and pareels traffic only. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the deram-Bengal Railway. 
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Approximate earnings for the week ending 16th September 1900 = 11,980 0 0 } 
Sis Ee dtborcapealing sevel otis a = ivisso 0 0 
Decrease ww a 4 a“ - 5870 0 0 | 
Receij alia Sex sho woek eating 240: 4 tember 1900 = "23414 6 
ve Ditlo tor the the corresponding period of [ Ra we 350 0 «0 
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Norn.—The decrease is mainly in epward and downward passenger trafic. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND 
RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE, BENGAL, FOR THE YEAR 1899-1900, 


REVENUE DEPAXTMENT—AGRICULTURE, 
Dated Darjeeling, the 27th September 1900. 


RESOLUTION—No. 1884T.R. 
o 
Reap— 
The Report of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, Bengal, for the J 
year 1899-1900, 
Letter No, 973A., dated 15th August 1900, from the Board of Revenue, submitting 
the Report with their remarks. : i 


Read again— 
Resolution on the same Report for 1898-99. 

Mr P. ©, Lyon was in charge of the Department throughout the year, 
except for a period of two months and twelve days, when he was on privilege 
eave, and Mr..8, L., Maddox acted for him. Messrs. Nogendra Nath Banerjee 
and Dejen Lala Roy were his Assistants during the year. The report was 


submitted on the fixed date. 
2. Land Records Establishment—Regislration of mutations under the Land 


Records Maintenance Act, LI] (B.C.) of 1895.—The number of mutation offices 
under the Act was the same as in the previous year, viz., one at Bettiah 








ee 


in Champaran and two at Haji and Mahnar in Mu No new’ 
offices have been opened, nor fas the Act been extended to other areas. The 
statistics furnished show that mutation work in these offices has considerably 
fallen off, and the unanimous conclusion at which the officers have arrived is 
thut the Act has failed in its object. The reports of the Board about the 
maintenance of the records prepared in the recent survey-settlement operations 
in the three great circles of North Bihar, Chittagong, and Orissa have now been 
completed and received, A 

3. In the three mutation offices mentioned aboye, out of the total number 

of notices for registration filed during the year, only 1,286 were voluntary 
resentations by the parties under section 6 of the Act. The figures for the 
immediately precesling, ears were 2,061, 4,063, and 4,287, respectively, and 
this continued falling off is a sure indication of the unwillingness of the tenants 
to utilise-the procedure afforded by the Act. ; i! 

4. The number of holdings in which changes liable to registration 
annually occur has been estimated at from 8 to 10 per cent., but the namber of 
such changes which have been actually registered on the initiative of the 
Registrar and of the parties combined has been in the last four years in Bettiah 
thana 2°22, 209, 96, and “47, and in Hajipur, including Mahnar, 1°76, 3°37, 
3°25, and 1°35, respectively, Thus the number of registrations besides, being 
far below the recognised standard, are continuously diminishing, especially 
under the head of “ Succession,” ‘where they depend on the initiative of the 
parties. In fact the penalties imposed by the Act are inadequate to overcome 
the inertia of the tenants, and the advantages given by registration are clearly 
an insufficiont inducement. 

As a matter of course, decrease in work was followed by adecrease in 
income from fees, ‘The receipts from the three offices amounted to Rs, 1,514 
as against an expenditure of Rs. 8,247, and the deficit of Rs. 1,733 had to be 
made good by Government. 

5. Mutation work in Government and Wards’ Estates—To improve the 
present state of things aud to secure better results in mutation work in these 
estates, District Officers were directed in paragraph 6 of the last year’s 
Resolution to give greater attention to the examination of tenants’ rent-rolls, 
themselvos or by their Deputies, during their cold-weather tours, and to sum- 
marise the results of such examination us regards the number of transfers which 
had not been noted in the records or reported by the tahsildars. Less was done 
than the Lieutenant Governor hoped, but a start was made, and he trusts that 
the Collectors in these districts wil give real help in this important matter. 

As regards the registration of mutations, the best results in Government 
estates were obtained in Backergunge, Jalpaiguri, and Darjeeling, und the worst 
in Noakbali and Gaya, In Wards’ estates good work appears to have been done 
in Tikari, and there has been a marked improvement in Dakhin Shahbazpur, 
but in Madhupur matters are particularly bad. It is not easy to frame satisfac- 
tory rules, and it is tedious to make the minute inspections nece for their 
enforcement. Moreover, the raiyats themselves are as a rule east and 
generally averse to taking the initiative. But efficient manageaf€at is so closely 
and obyiously bound up with a correct yamabandi that the Lieutenant-Gevernor 
has no alternative but to press again this duty on the Collectors who represent 
the Government or the owners, who are under the Court of Wards, in the 
management of these properties, In future reports the results of the enquiries 
male by the Collectors and their subordinates in accordance with the orders in 
we: ne agg on the as year’s report should LI ais in the form of a tabular 
statement as an appendix, every district in which inspections were necessa! 
bern anolnded, ie ai were poe or not. = = 54 

q laintenance of Boundary Marks.—In Decembor last the Director 
Land Reoords eubmitted through the Board of Revenue o echeme foe the oat 
tenance of boundary marks erected in the course of traverse surveys made in 
the course of proceedings under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and 
towards the close of the year orders have been passod directing that— 
(1) only trijunction marks should. be maintsined, save where a di 
i vi has been laid down, in which case these me ees 
‘also be maintained ; 





; ; = 

2) that the duty of inspecting and reporting the marks should be done 

= by villoge ores, eae and > ‘ 

(8) that trijunction marks should be serially numbered for each thana 
and a list kept in each thana. 


Considerable attention appears to have been given in many districts to the 
inspection of boundary marks in Government and Wards’ estates, and, judging 
from the resumé of the reports received by the Director, the nced of a regular 
system which will be ensured by the contemplated rules is plainly manifest. 
In future years the state of the boundary marks should be given in the form 
of a tabular statement appended to the report, every district in which there are 
boundary marks being mentioned, and special care being taken to show what 
was done during the year with reference to what had to be done. 

The damage yearly done in Angul to boundary marks is phenomenal. 
No reason for this is given, and the Director will be good enough to submit a 
separate report on this matter showing the reasovs for such a state of affairs 
and the remedics he can suggest for effecting an improvement. 


7. Utilisation of Land Records.—The report of the Director has sum- 
marised the various direetions in which the use of the cadastral surveys and the 
settlement records is being extended, and he rightly emphasises their value to 
local officers in substituting exact information for the vague gencral estimates 
which wlone are attainable without them, especially in that most important 
part of a District Officer's duty, the settlement of land disputes, and the 
prevention of riots. For census purposes thoy promise to be specially useful. 
The Director does not one whit exaggerate their value. 

8. Scientific and National Enquiry under Imperial controt.—tt is satisfactory 
to note that there has been no recrudescence of the betelnut plague in Hast 
Bengal during the year, and that thorough enquiries are being made into the 
prevalence of disease in sugarcane, It is still too curly to pronounce any 
definite opinion on the effect of the passing of Act XIV of 1899, imposing a 
countervailing duty upon bounty-fed sugars imported from abroad, upon the 
sugar-refining industry of this Province. Little progress has been made in the 
investigation into the methods of reclaiming the usar wastes in Bihar. 

9. Working of the Civil Veterinary Department.—aA separate Resolution has 
already been recorded on the subject. 

10, Experimental Farns.—The three farms maintained by the Depart- 
ment are those at Sibpur, Burdwan, avd Dumraon: the one at Sibpur is a 
ig sag smal! one, and since the establislimont of the agricultural classes 
at the Sibpur Engiveering College, it is mainly utilised for the practical 
training of the agricultural students. Financially, the farm was worked at a 
loss of Rs, 2,707 as against Rs. 1,293 of the previous year. The great fall 
in the receipts from Rs, 1,205 in 1898-09 to Rs. 745 during the year under 
xeview is ascribed to the failure of many of the crops grown in the farm. Tho 
results of the enqyiry now being made by the Director into the causes of this 
failure should be reported. At the Burdwan and Dumraon farms the opera- 
tions carried on differed little from those of previous years, the most practically 
successful being the ratooning of khari sugarcane, the use of green manuring 
for certain crops, and the introduction of such crops as jute and potatoes in 
tracts where they haye,not been hitherto sown,” Some attempts in the selection 
of seed were made, and the continued use each year of only the best seed ought 
to produce interesting results. Financially, these two farms were worked at 
Jess cost than in the previous year without loss of efficiency. There was no 
spprecistle fall in receipts as regards the Burdwan farm; but in Dumraon 
they decreased from Rs. ou to Rs, 736, due to the great damage done to all 
the rabi crops by the hail of January last. 

ll. With a view toa better understanding of the value of the experiments 
that are yearly made in experimental farms, His Honour would be glad if the 
Director would, in future, when narrating what has been done, discuss, for 
such ofthe experiments as will admit of the treatment, their financial results, in 
order that it may be seen whether there is any probability of their being 
adopted by the ordinary raiyat, 








* j 

12. Agricultural Experiments in Government, Wards’ and Private Estates.— 
The function of thesé experiments has been well expressed in the following 
extract from the Director's report :— 

Mr. Wheeler, Collector of Darbhanga, makes some pertinent remarks as to the 
of stich experiments, and points ont that they cannot be barre with sufficient caro to 
render any comparison of the effects of different manures or of different systems of cultiva- 
tion of much value He suggests that all that should be aimed at is the demonstration 
of the value of certain new crops or new varieties of old crops, which have already been 
successfully grown in our farms or clsewhera, Mr. Wheoler has rightly interpreted 
the aims of the Departmont in his remarks. It is impossible for the Managers of Govern- 
ment or Wards’ estatos to carry out exact ond difficult experiments, and we are only anxious 
that they should assist in the introduction of suitatle new crops, and of suitable new 
varieties of old crops, such as paddy, jute, wheat, and the like, While they are almost 
bound to fail in obtaining any information of real value from original experiments, they 
can utilise such information as can be made available to them through this Department 
in selecting and cultivating new crops and demonstrating their value to the raiyats of their 
estates. 


When it has been demonstrated that a particular crop is suited for the soil 
of the locality, its cultivation should be persisted in, until the neighbouring 
cultivators have satisfied themselves of its profitable character. The gradual 
adoption of the crop as one of the staple products of the local agriculture is the 
ultimate reward of these efforts. It is reported that in the Government estates 
in Angul, Midnapore, and Jaipur, and in the Wards’ estates of Rangpur some 
success has been obtained, and in Chittagong, Backergunge, Purnea and the 
Tikari Raj laudable efforts are being made. 

Last year the Lieutenant Governor observed with satisfaction the private 
efforts in this direction that were being made, and he has in the present report 
rvad with pleasure the appreciative remarks of the Director on the experiments 
made by Babu Chora Krishna Mazumdar, Zamindar of Islampur in Mar-hid- 
abad, and Babu Ishwar Chandra Guha, of Jamalpur in Mymensingh, 

13. Sericulture—The work of the Silk Committee, whose duties are 
confined to the districts of Malda, Birbhum, and Murshidabad, has continued to 
meet with the most gratifying suecess, The work of teaching progressed rapidly 
under the Superintendent, Babu A. K. Ghose, and the Bits Re of rearers 
taught and turned out rose from 31 in 1898-99 to 47 in Malda, from 18 to 25 in 
Birbhum, and from 8 to 34 in Murshidabad. Many rearers learnt the use of the 
microscope thoroughly. ‘The use of selected seed and of the various remedies 
advocated by the Committee increased rapidly; and the results in a larger 
outturn of a superior quality of silk were notable, Financially, also, there is 
strong evidence of the practical value of the work which is being done by the 
Committee. In the previous year there was a deficit of Rs. 772; this year 
there has been a credit balance of Rs. 1,049 at the close of the year, the receipts 
amounting to Rs, 9,718 and the expenditure to Rs. 8,669. 

The Rajshahi Diamond Jubilee Industrial School also made satisfactory 
progress in sericultural work during the year under review. There was a steady 
rise in the nuniber of pupils taught—from 38 in the previous year to 54, of 
whom nearly athird are Mubmmadans. The students were sent out from time 
to time to help the villagers" in the scientific selection of seed and in stopping 
outbreaks of diseaso. The grant of Rs, 2,000 made by the Government of India 
for some suitable work of agricultural improvement has been utilised in the 
erection of a masonry building to a-special seed-houso, The 
Director of Land Records has wri) very highly of the continued excellent 
Babu A. K, Maitra, 3.L., to which reference 









was made in Tasty 

The Lieutenant-Governor has read the Director's remarks on sericulture 
with great pleasure; for he finds in them a record of practical work which 
has already achieved considcrable success, and which promises a wide and 
valuable development of a purely indigenous industry. 

14, Sibpur Agriculturat C/asses.—These classes were first opened in June 
1898, and after a year’s theoretical training the pupils were drafted off to 
various Government and Wards’ estates for practical zamindari training. 
Then they were examined, and on the results of that examination appoint- 
ments are being made in the Provincial, Executive and Subordinate Civil 








that such pupils Pi have been unsuccessful in obtaining | 


r Tt cy f 7 THLu 
Government appointments will find employment on private estates. The * | 


eet ovens Se watch fe career ct these vals ~~ sare, to see 
to wi extent they keep up and apply the agri owledge they have 
acquired ; for in Galiding these ce he has no intention of aerely 
affording another and easier avenue to the ordinary public service. The 
pro) to extend ‘the theoretical course from one to two years is approved. 

15. Fairs and Brhibitions,—Altogether 14 agricultural fairs and shows 


: were held at the places noted in the in during 
ogee m: iorecamnis 2 the year, the two new ones being the Vishnupur 
8 Cnloutts, _ . Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition in the district 
4 Kelimpong in Darjeeling, of Bankura’and the Calcutta Industrial Exhibition, 
6. Falukata $ ™J*peiguri. the former of which received a Government 
1, Sean halt grant of Rs. 100 and the latter Rs, 150. The 
~ Sane ta Mot Eespar. total sum spent in these grants amounted to 
30. Borapur in Shahabad. Rs. 1,900 as pegatase Rs. 1,675 in the preceding 
12 Mat ee ena Year» ‘The Alipur and Falakata fairs are, pro- 
*  Porganas. ly speaking, not agricultural shows, but are 

rd ept up for political reasons, having for their dbject 
18, Cuttack, es P pol 1 for their obj 


at ey oe the encouragement of trade between Bhutan and 
the plains, They were not successful this year, although they received the 
usual subsidy of Rs, 500 from Goyernment. The remaining fairs are more 
or less cattle and horse shows, with the exception of those at asaginspate and 
Cuttack, where flowers, vegetables, and garden fruits have been exhibited. 
The Kalimpong and Suri fairs were very successful and afford much benefit to 
the people concerned. 

16. Oost of Agricultural Experiments.—The cost to Government for 
agriculture experiments and miscellaneous enquiries conducted under the direct 
supervision of the Department has been Rs. 6,577 as against Rs, 6,156 in the 
preceding year. 

17. Merits of  Offcers—The Lieutenant-Governor cordially thanks 
Mr. P, C. Lyon for the diligent and interested care he has given to the 
eeveral branches of the De ent. ‘The commendations bestowed by him 
on his Assistant Director, Mr, N. N. Banerjee, and on his Personal Assistant, 
Mr. Rowland Nagendra Lal Chandra, have been noted. The Licutenant- 
Governor was much struck with the careful and accurate work of Mr. Banerjee 
on the Burdwan farm, and has since selected him for the charge of the 
Hutwa farm—a well-deserved promotion, 

Orprr.—Ordered that the Resolution be published in the Caleutla Gazette, 
and that a copy of it, together with a copy of the Report and of the forward- 
ing letter from the Board of Revenu submitted to the Government of 

India in the Revenue and sgnicoltenel Riepectenait: 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F, A. SLACKE, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
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FINAL REPORT ON THE JUTE OROP FOR SEASON 
1900. 





"Te following is published for general information, — 


Revenve Depr., F. A. Siacke, 
The 27th September 1900, . — Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 


Final Report on the Jute Crop for season 1900. 


Explanatory.—The first forecast of the pe crop for the 
season 1900, which was published on the 27th of June last, 
gave a prolimin review of the condition of the crop up 
to the middle of that. month, The present report contains 
approximate estimates of the area and outturn of the crop 
up to the middle of September. Almost the whole of the 
jute crop of Bengal is grown in the 26 districts from which 
roturns are received is Department. 

2. Character of season:—A sketch of the general 
character of the rainfall in the earlier months of the year 
was given in the preliminary forecast. There was some 
deficiency of rain in March and April, which prejudicially 
affected sowings ina few places, In May and the first 
fortnight of June, the rai avas also light, but good rain 
later on in the latter month greatly improved the Lire tre of 
the crop. In July there was rain in most of the jute- 
growing districts, in some of the fall being exces- 
sive, but this was succeeded by a partial drought in August, 
bch lei with » want of nig a ge <_7 the J theg 

a ag” ping operations in North and East Ben 
and in @ few eases diminished the outturn. Fair Ll 
fallen during the first half of September, but it has come 
almost too late to have much on the outturn of the 


crop. 
3. Area cultivated—It was shewn in the it 


preliminary 

Se £0) that, the area under jute was rapi 
~fuorerh toma ew feu to whe 2 in Ton; 
it had not yet reached the normal figure, and was still 


iy 
8, 
ne 
smaller than the areas cultivated in the years from 1893 











to 1897. Further enquiries made since the issue of the 

rica or a ciges ‘some ites eo area then 

re » but it wi appear that ‘impetus given’ to 

extension by the high prices of 1899 has been checked by 

the rise in the price of rice. The total area now under 

jute is 2,043,400 acres, as Ss ey with a normal area 
(624,41 


of 2,164,400 acres and areas of 00 acres in 1898 and 
1,961,800 acres in 1899. ; 

4... Character of the crop—Up to the date of the issue 
ot the preliminary forecast, the of the crop were 
very fair, and in spite of the deficient rainfall of “April Jast, 
a normal outturn was looked for from the area sown, The 
weather in July tended to improve these prospects, and at 
one time it looked as if something like a bumper harvest 
might be expected from that area. The break inthe rains in 
August, however, and the want of flood water in that month, 
had a prejudicial effect, aud the returns from the districts 
shew that this variable weather has affected the outturn in 
diflerent ways in different districts, the rainfall having 
been most unevenly distributed, bus while ten districts 
anticipate a slightly better outturn than they looked for in 
June, twelve districts expect a smaller outturn, and in four 
districts only is the estimate unchanged. While prospects 
have improved in the important districts of ei eeanogs 
and Tippera, they have deteriorated in Rangpur, Dacca, and 
Faridpur. The reduction made in the estimate for Faridpur 
appears to me, however, to be excessive, and I also have 
doubts as to the small outturn reported from Jessore and 
Pabna. The average estiinate of the outturn compiled from 
the returns as now received amounts to about 93 per cent. The 
imports of jute into Calcutta during the past two months have 
been fairly heavy, and there does not seem to be any ground 
for supposing that they will fall off so ie oe in’ October 
and November as they did last year. I am accordingly 
inclined to think that the effect of the recent break in the 
rains has been slightly over-estimated, and anticipate a 97 
ee cent. crop in the slightly contracted area sown this year. 

jis area being less than the normal area, my estimate of 
the gross outturn given below is, of course, lower than my 
estimate of the probable outturn in the area actually sown. 

5. Gross outturn,—It is estimated that, in a normal year, 
the average outturn of jute amounts to three bales per acre. 
On the normal area as now shewn, this would amount to 
about 4 lacs oe bales, a8 bagtomacy ra of a 16-anna CE ae 
crop. It may anticipated present crop will give 
an ree 2 about 60 lacs of bales, as cnaded with an 
estimate of 61 lacs of bales in the first forecast. This 


re 





represents about 92 per cent. of a normal outturn or what 
would ordinarily be termed a fifteen-anna 

6. General—The information upon which this forecast 
ie beset has. hemnccmenel wit Spee ae ee oe 
Officers in the present year, but the area from which figures 


have to be obtained is a yery large one, and it is difficult to _ 


secure accuracy in them. The above estimate is only a 
rough one, and the returns received from all the districts are 
appended in order that those who are interested in the jute 
trade may examine them for themselves, 


P. ©. LYON, 


Direetor of Land Records and 


Agriculture, Bengal, 
Catcurra, 


The 20th September 1900. ° 
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PRELIMINARY FORECAST OF THE BHADOI CROPS 
OF BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 1900. 





Tur following is-published for general information. 


F. A, Suacke, 
The 24th October 1900, Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 


Preliminary Forecast of the Bhadoi Crops of Bengal for the 
year 1900, 


Explunatory.—This report includes all kinds of bhadoi 
crops, both food crops, such as aus paddy, maize and cereals, 
and non-food crops, such as jute, indigo and cotton, for 
which separate notes are issued by this Department. 7 

The character of the season —The character of the 
season has not been altogether favourable to the bhadoi 
crops of the Province. The first half of April was com- 
paratively dry, while showers, more or less general, fell during 
the remainder of the month. The total fall was deficient 
in the Eastern and Northera districts, and was considerably 
in excess in South-West Bengal and in the Chota Nagpur 
Division. In May the rainfall was more general than usual 
in the Central and Western districts, but as the falls were 
rarely heavy, the total fall for the month was every- 
where below the normal, the defect in Hast Bengal being as 
much as 385 inches. ‘The fall in June was fairly general 
and continuous in the east of the Province, but in the 
Central and Western districts it was much interrupted, 
although not deficient on the whole. In other parts of the 
Province, it was somewhat in defect. The fallin July was 
more evenly distributed and was fairly continuous over the 

ter part of the Province. In North and East Bengal, 
it was considerably above the normal, but it was more or 
less in defect in other ponte of the Province, Chota Nagpur 
being the worst with a deficiency of 5-34 inches, In August 
pgain erent watniey evenly ee ane or 
jess in everyw! ex in Orissa je adjacent 
districts, ‘which Foosived S85. inches above the normal, 
In the present month, however, rain has been more copious 
and general all-over the Province, and has enabled the later 


























bhadoi crops to recover somewhat from the previous drouglit. 
On the whole, the rainfall has been insufficient and badly 
distributed, but has not failed so badly as to seriously 
jeopardise the prospects of any of these crops. 

Area sown.—Since the submission of the last year’s 
Final Report on these crops, the District Officers of Dar- 
jeeling, Tippera, Darbhanga, Angul, and Singhbhum have 
revived the estimates of normal cultivated areas (column 3 
of the Appendix) of their districts, in consequence of which 
the provincial total of cultivated area now stands at 
51,374,700 acres as against 57,466,500 acres shown in the 
Final Forecast of 1899. The normal areas under the bhadot 
crops (column 5 of the Appendix) have also been revised by the 
District Officers of Midnapore, Rajshahi, Jalpaiguri, Dacca, 
Tippera, and Ranchi, with the result that the total normal 
area of the Province under these crops now stands at 
16,395,700 acres against 16,495,000 acres reported last year. 
It is obvious, however, that the arcas returned under this 
head are still too high in many cases and frequently represent 
a maximum rather than the normal area, The figures of 
areas under actual cultivation in dhadoi crops last year 
ey 6 of the Appendix) have also been revised by some 

istrict Officers, and. this has raised the estimated total 
area under ¢hadoi crops in 1899 from 15,584,000 acres to 
15,596,800 acres. According to the district estimates, the 
total srea under the different kinds of bhadoi crops this year 
is 15,786,200 acres as against the revised estimate of 
15,596,800 acres of last year. The increase of 189,400 
acres is partly accounted for by the fact that a much greater 
area has been put under Indian-corn this year, last year's 
season having been especially unfavourable for this crop. 
The decrease of 96,500 acres in fhe area under bhadoi paddy 
is due to some paddy lands having been planted with jute 
this year, owing to. the high prices prevailing in the jute 
market during the past twelve months. 

The outturn.—Taking all the bhadot crops together, it 
will be seen from the Appendix appended to this note, that out: 
of the 45 districts in the Province, only 4 (Saran, Hazari- 
bagh, Manbhum and 24-Parganas) anticipate an outturn above 
the normal, while 4 others (Dinajpur, Malda, Angul and 
Ranchi) expect a normal cukeoncs te eleven districts the out- 
turn is e: id to be 90 per cent. or between 90 and 100 per 
cent., while in 12 others it is expected to be between 80 and 90 
per cont, ‘Ten districts have returned an estimated outtura 
of between 70 and 80 per cent. and the rest forecast an out- 
turn varying between 60 and 70 per cent. of a normal crop. 





The District Officers’ estimates show an outturn of 88 per 
cent, of a normal crop as compared with a 67 per cent. as 
finally estimated last year. 

he outturn of these crops has been clearly under- 
estimated in several districts, and I anticipate that an out- 
turn of 92 per cent. for all the ¢hadot crops taken together 
will in all probability be harvested. 


G, C. Durr, 


Assistant Director of the Department of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


(Countersigned.) 
P. C. LYON, 
Director of the Dopuriment of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal, 


Cacurra, 
The 20th Septamber 1900, 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE ON THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SALT DEPARTMENT FOR 
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THE YEAR 1899-1900. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—SEPARATE REVENUE, 


Darjoeling, the Ist October 1900. 
RESOLUTION—No, 1511T,—F. 


Reav— 


The Report of the Board of Revenue on the administration of the Salt Department 


for the year 1899-1900. 


During the year the sanction of the Secretary of State was obtained to the 
scheme as finally revised for the better administration of the Salt Department 
“in Bengal and the formation of an administrative and preventive staff for the 
suppression of the illicit manufacture of salt in the maritime districts, 
received too late for the administration of the Orissa Salt Department. to be 
made over during the year to the District Officers. That Department has there- 
the Assistant Commissioner of Salt Revenue 
throughout the year. He also remained in charge of salt operations in the 
saliferous districts of the 24-Parganas and Midnapore in subordination to 
the District Officers and subject to the control of the Excise Commissioner, 
The Indian Salt Act, XII of 1882, continues to be the law in force in Orissa, 
while outside that province in the districts of the 24-Parganas (except 
Calcutta), Midnapore, Khulna, Backergunge, and Chittagong that Act and 
Bengal Act VII of 1864 are concurrently in force. With a view to improving 
the working of preventive operations under the existing law, sanction was 
accorded to the employment uring the working season of a few special head- 
constables in important thanas in tbe saliferous tract for conducting salt 
searches, and special arrangements were made to enable the Salt Officers to 
cope with cases of organised resistance to searches in the Sundarbans, the 
frequency of which had attracted tho attention of Government during the 
evious year. -Since the close of the year orders have been received from the 
Fovernment of India for the transfer of the saltpetre refineries in Calcutta and 
the suburbs from the control of the Northern India Salt Department to that of 
the Salt Department in Bengal. “The Department, as reorganised, has now 
finally been put into working order, and its future operations will be watched 


fore been administered  b; 


with interest. 


2. Tho following -statement-shows the receipts “and charges of the Salt 
Department, including those connected with imported salt, during each of the 


last six years:— 











© Revied flanres 96 riven in the Accountant-General's final accounts, 
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*) 1 
iain. (Dacre 
. 1. | 1808.80, | 1800-1900, red | 880m 
Hxaps. sous. | rsoe-n0, | rsece7, | 1807-98 cornered a 
ret, | "ase. 
a 2 . 4 s e 7 
Onanoxs. Be. Be. Rs. Rs, Be Re 
ct 
Ee eaiarien warvhousee ant re-| nwn oe is das | 65,200) 8,885 
men 30,000] 20,000} si,000 | 20,000} 99,000 | 20,000 
Freuch Gueeromrat, 
V. Refunds of castome duty on 1,78,207 214178 1,601,417 1,79,511 2,396,671 1,55,662, 
16, Cilervoe ot tho Orius Salt! 3,54000| 1,46,680 | 1,45,200 | 110,082 | 1,07,900") 1,49,40241 
Department, (sd, |e et aes, 
Total... | 8)5u.200 | 9,009 | srameuo | 800,008 | «21,090 
Fe MGllnrios, warehouses and re-| neem! sage] 20.700) sane si 
wari. | be 
Torat Cuanans | 404011) 4,a0,eer | 3,77, 8,060,066 | 421,090 Wel 
Approximate not revenue —.. | 407,06 ['Aayoneen [462,70 | 48,0004 | 2,47, 18,008 | 2,047,000 























india the charuee macurrod ior the ant opermaigus inthe Se arpines and Midnapore under Act XII ot 188, 
ra the changes meurred fur the salt operwtions jn the St Targanas an 

as ‘ore ligutes for 1800-100 are subject 40 revision, aa the Accountant-General's final figures for the year are not yo 
available, 


The receipts show a steady rise from year to year with the single 
exception of 1897-98, ‘The income of the year under review shows an increase of 
Rs. 6,70,203 over that of the preceding year, the improvement occurring chiefly 
under import duty. There was.a slight falling off in the revenue from excise 
salt, the merchants who used tolsort to the Orissa factories for their supplies 
having shown a preference for Madras salt, which is of better quality. The 
increase in the proceeds from the rent of warehouses is attributed to larger 
stocks of salt in bond during the year. There was a decrease of Rs. 83,109 
in charges under the head “Refunds of customs duty on salt” against an 
increase of Rs, 35,467 in charges of the Orissa Salt Department, which include 
charges incurred for the salt operations in the 24-Parganas and Midnapore, 
The incroase was chiefly due to the amount paid towards the cost of the stean- 
launches for use in the Sundarbans. 

8. The following statement shows the fluctuations in the volume of the 

tiie shoal salt trade in Bengal during the last three years 
pcieaigniega excluding salt imported by land from Ganjam and 
the Upper Provinces on which duty is not paid in Bengal :— 

















1897-98, ‘1898.99, 1899-1900. 
Mas, Mas. Mas. 
Opening stock — 

Bea imported salt in bond ——«10,61,713-—«-28,86,738 27,783,142 
Excise salt in bond .., 4418089 6 08/803 4,84,510 
Total .., 14,765,802 —-34,40,626 —-32,62,652 

Import and manufacture— 
Bea imported w= Lagan017 1,08,49286 1,07/81,024 

0 


Manufactured or added ... ” 1,62351 





Total ... 1,23,83,268 —1,03,49,206 —_1,07,81,024 
Graxy Toran —..,1,38,58,570 1,87,04,922  1,40,48,676 





























Clearance— 
Sea imported salt from 62,16,62842,04,072 —_41,89,008 
‘ip! i 
Seu importedsalt frombond —61,02,643 —60,66,480 —_65,77,204 
Exeiso salt from bondl..;. 17.047 estes "62/616 
Add to adjust error py nedss, 126 obsess 
Total clearance... 1,03,86,318 1,04,24,493 1,07.72,808 
ei eae pri soa 
Wastage, &, 76,026 —-+1,07,887 - ~ _1,16,968 
Closing stock 


ea imported salt in bond 28,86,733 27,78,142 27,39,71 
Excise salt in bond ~ 558,893 4,84,510 Tinto 


Total .. 84,45,626 82,62,652 —-81,54,855 
e s 
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The stock of salt in the golahs, which at the commencement of the year 
stood at over 82} lakhs of maunds, fell at the close of tue year to a little over 
314 lukhs of maunds, The quantity of salt lying afloat in the port of Calcutta, 
ready to be sold direct to purchasers, which at the end of the preceding year 
—- to 2,23,534 maunds, dropped during the year 1899-1900 to 1,29,284 
maunds, F 
4. The combined imports of salt into Calcutta and Chittagong show a 
net increase of 4,30,028 maunds compared with 
those of the previous year, the increase occurring 
wholly in Calcutta. Tho following statement shows the different countries ond 
ports from which shipments of salt wore made during the last three years :— 


Imports. 











Percentage | Peroentage Percentage 
































of quantity | of quantity | of quantity 
107 98, umesoe, | sseosinn, | Sper” | tere’ | istered 
| oor‘oa | spetsb, | ako oon 
1 2 3 | 3 5 6 7 
Mads, Mas. Mds, 
I. United King- 
dom ans 71,15,201 62,76,968 61, 1 5822 | 60°64) 57:18 
Il. Hamburg ... 9,738,422 5,08,510 14,16,240 796 491 13:13 
Madagascar 
and States 
on the east 
29,367 47,107 bs 24 
5,87,576 8,01,111 6,77,093 
11,16,667 | —8,79,307 | 6,82,374 
other States, 2831) 2830] 24:59 
Aden one 11,28,113 885,076 10,386,408 
Hanjom_... 5,45,233 2,19,018 1,835,857 
ings. 82,474 96,558 1,18,772 
V. Madras... 86,564 79,434 31,044 “m1 if 29 
VI. Bombay .., 5,657,347 5,57,473 519,071 4°56 538 481 
Total ~ ... | 1,22,21,964 | 1,08,50,562 | 1,07,80,590 | 100- | 100 | 100 











Asin the two previous years there was no importation of salt from 
Egyptian and other non-European ports beyond the Suez Canal (Group III) 
during the under review. With the exception of Hamburg, Aden, 
and Linga, all foreign countries, as well as Madras and Bombay, sent smaller 

wantities of salt to Bengal, and there was no importation at all from 

ladagascar and the States on the eust coast of Africa, The importations of 
Hamburg salt, which last year showed a considerable falling off, have during 
the year under review increased very largely, and show the highest figure of 
recent years, ‘The clearances in Calcutta show a marked increase in the 
demand for Aden and Red Sea salts, the quality of which is said to huve 
improyed of lato. 

6. Excluding 21,048 maunds of Madras and Bombay salt cleared free 

of duty in Calcutta, duty was paid on 40,81,554 

pacenenten ie sath maunds cleared from shipboard against 41,95,875 
maunds in the previous year, while the clearances from bond rose from 
56,22,188 maunds to 60,37,641 maunds. On the whole the total clearances 
of all kinds, including those of Bombay and Madras salts and of excise salt, rose 
from 1,04,24,307 maunds to 1,07,72,858 maunds. 

6. Dedueting from the above clearances the excess of exports from 

Bengal by land and river over the imports by the 
ceeneeption ae same routes, amounting to 5,94,785 maunda, and 


‘adding 16,265 maunds of saltpetre brought into use, the balance of salt left for 
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consumption rose from 98,33,328 maunds in 1898-99 to 1,01,94,338 maunds in 
1899-1900. The rate of consumption per head was 5 seers and 2 chitaks 
against 4 seers and 15 chitaks in 1898-99. In the saliferous tracts, excluding 
Orissa, the consumption of licit salt has increased from 4 seers 14 chitaks per 
head in 1898-99 to 5 seers 5 chitaks in 1899-1900. The highest rate prevailed 
in Howrah and the 24-Parganas (5 seers 9 hitakay followed by Chittagong (5 
seors 8 chitaks), Backergunge (5 seers 7 chitaks), Khulna (5 seers 4 chitaks), 
Noakhali (5 seers 3 chitaks), and Midnapore (4 seers 12 chitaks). The universal 
increase in consumption in these saliferous tracts, with the exception of 
Noakhali, where a small decrease (476 pee occurred as compared with the 
revious year, is ascribed to the improved condition of the people owing to pet 
arvests, and in the 24-Parganas, where the rate of consumption advanced from 
4 seers 10 chitaks in 1898-99 to 5 seers 9 chitaks during the year, to the activit: 
of the special establishment employed to check illicit manufacture of salt. Of 
the total increase of 38,506 maunds in congas in the 24-Parganas, 33,830 
maunds, or 87'8 per cent., was contributed by the 14 thanas in which preventive 
operations were carried on by the Salt Department. The large increase of 1 
seer 7 chitaks per head of population in Chittagong is particularly noticeable, 
and indicates that the measures adopted to prevent illicit manufacture haye 
been attended with success. In Orissa the consumption per head rose from 
5 seers 7 chitaks to 5 seers 8 chitaks, this rate being the highest on record in 
the last ten years. ‘The Ligutenant-Governor has read these figures with the 
vatest interest. They no doubt that the attack which was organized 
jast year in the illicit manufacture in the Sunderbuns has already met) with 
signal success. It will be persevered in and will be helped by the fall in the 
price of licit salt, which has set in as a consequence of the opening of the East 
Coast Railway. . 
7. The price of salt was generally lower than in the previous year. 
Sa cet The average wholesale price (exclusive of duty) of 
iaeaidlae 100 maunds of Liverpool salt purchased from the 
ship’s side in the port of Calcutta fell from Rs. 66-11-4 to 62-4-11, while 
the selling price (exclusive of duty), which in 1897-98 had varied from 
Rs. 97-12 to Rs, 63-1-1, and in 1898-99 from Rs. 73-0-8 to Rs, 61, ranged during 
the past year between Rs, 67-11-8 and Rs, £6-2. It is evident. that the recent 
and rapid growth in the competition of Indian-made salt with the imported 
article 1s, a8 was pafaoipeied Government last year, exercising an influence 
in cheapening the latter, which may prove tobe .of considerable importance 
to the consumer. The averago wholesale price, inclusive of duty, at the 
+ 12 chief marts of Bengal was Rs. —- maund inst Rs. 3-10-9-in 
1898-99. The corresponding average on the wholesale prices of all 
the districts in Bengal also fell from Rs, 3-13-1 to Rs. 3-11 per maund. 
The wholesale price of excise salt in Orissa continued throughout the year 
to be one anna.a maund for the salt of 1894 and two annas a maund for that 
of subsequent years. 
8. The total imports of pty peta salt from Madras, the Upper Provinces 
Inter-provincial trade. and Assam rose from 6,34,008 maunds to 7,09,599 
maunds daring the year, the increase due 
mainly to larger importations from ‘a8 owing to the facilities of 
carriage afforded by the East Coast Railway and to the importations of 
karkatch crushed salt. The. exports from gal to the North-Western 
Proyinces.and Oudh, Rajputana and Central India, and Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet, 
Bhutan and Madras rose by 1,00,540 maunds against a decrease of 39,915 
maunds in the exports to Assam, the Panjab, and the Central Proyinces. The 
net result was an excess of exports over imports of 5,94,785 maunds against an 
excess of 6,09,671 maunds in 1898-99. 
9. The number of cases in ——. nee was attached, including 
‘ : cases that occurred in the Orissa, districts, rose from 
Voting of the salt laws and 1,096 to, 1,272 during the past year, andthe quan- 
- _ tity of salt confiscated rose “from 510, maunds to 
688 maunds, showing an increase of 34-9 per cent. in the quantity confiscated. 
On.an average ue seers ere yaa podiaok —_ confiscated in each 
case as against 24 seers an seers, ly, in the previous . The 
quantity confiscated was largest in the 24-Parganas (472) maunds), followed by 
PEM DL.n : 


eps 
7 









Puri(115maunds), In Orissa the number of cases in which salt was confis- 
vated:rose from 231 to 343, and the quantity of salt confiscated from 73 to 155 
maunds, The total number of cases instituted ‘in the Courts throughont - 

was 851 against 966 in 1898.99, The number of cases instituted in 
the. 24-Parganas fell from 409 in 1898-99 to 342 during the year. The 
majority of these cases, viz. 305 were sent up by the Salt Proventive officers 
for trial for illicit manufacture of salt under the Indian Salt Act, XIL of 1882, 
and convictions were obtained in the ease of 346 porsons out of 362 actually 
tried. The result is satisfactory. In Midnapore the number of cages institute: 
rose from 32 to 66, the inerease being practically confined to offences for illicit 
manufacture. Altogether 66 persons were sent up for trial for all offences, of 
whom 47 were convicted. Compared with the previous year, there was an 
increase of 50 in the number of cases instituted in Orissa. 


Altogether there were 1,299 seizures and 54 unsuccessful searches in tho 
salt-bearing tracts in Bengal during the year against 1,149 and 39, respectively, 
in the previous year, In the 24-Parganas the proportion of unsuccessful 
house searches to seizures is satisfactory, being 18 to 630. Rewards were 
disbursed to the amount of Rs, 6,682. 


10. A separate chapter in the report is as usual devoted to Orissa. ‘ho 
most prominent and important feature of this is 
the great and rapid advance which the improved 
facilities of transport, afforded by the extension of the Kast Coast Railway, 
have enabled Madras salt to make at the expense of the Liverpool article. 
This sonuate ay new element is the subject of frequent reference in the 
report, and appears to have already exercised a not inconsilerable influence 
on prices in the whole Province. It is, however, in Orissa that its results ave * 
most striking and apparent. Daring the last two years the imports of Madras 
salt into Orissa have risen by over a lakh of maunds, or 32 per cent., while thore 
of Liverpool salt have fallen by 67,000 maunds, or 26 per cent. This result 
was anticipated last year by the Excise Commissioner on the ground of the great 
difference in price in favour of Madras salt, and, as tho Board now remark, 
his anticipation’ are being realised more quickly than was expected. The 
Board write :— 


“Madras salt has practically ousted Liverpool salt from Cuttack ; and in Balasore it 
has more than obtained a footing ; for while none was sold there in 1697-98 aud only 4,066 « 
maunds in 1898-99, the quantity that found its way there in 1899-1900 was no less than 
67,934 maunds. Its further progress towards Midnapore and Calcutta is pene as being 
only a question of time, pe, in the meanwhile the price of Liverpool salt undergoo 
a material reduction.” . 


” Orissa. 


11. Besides improvements in communications, improvements of working 
methods are a recont and important factor in favour of Madras salt. It is 
stated that at four important centres of distribution in Orissa, Liverpool salt 
was unable to compete with the refined salt tarned out from Madras factories 
by the Orientol Salt Trading Company, which is reported to be carrying on a 
flourishing trade in salt manufacturéd by improved processes, and to have 
opened three new depots during the year. “It remains to be seen how far this 
new development will proceed. Madras refined salt has already reached the 
Midnapore district, into which a large quantity was imported during the year, 
causing a fall in the rice of Liverpool salt. It is however reported that the 
flavour of the Madras salt is not to the taste of the people of Midnapore. The 
experience of Orissa suggests the inference that this distaste may pass off with * 
time. Should this be so, Liverpool salt at its present prices has evidently a 
formidable competitor to reckon with in places wherg it has hitherto enjoyed 
‘a monopoly, and the results of the competition may be far-reaching. Whatever 
they may im the introduction of competition cannot fail to be of advantage to 
the consumer, especially to the poorer classes, with whom cheapness is the 
primary dsideratum, Blass, ; 

The consumption of locally-manufactured salt in Orissa fell slightly from 
that of the previous year. In spite of reductions in price, the ‘quality 
of this salt, which consists of the stock left in hand at the ‘Tua and Gurubai 
actories, when they stopped working in 1893, is so inferior to that of its 














competitors, that tie ntsble to find a PRS aAA to dlearolf the stocks — 
within a reasonable time, It is now reported to have become almost 
unmarketable, 

12. The thanks of the Government are again due to Mr. K. G. Gupta, 
Commissioner of Excise, Bengal, uad the Board of Revenue, for their adminis-— 
eeren of the Department. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E.N. BAKER, » 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 








WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 


For the week ending the 1st October 1900. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 3-49, Kalna 4:26, Katwa 3:87, Raniganj 5°43. Weathor 
seasonable. In the Kalna subdivision ai 






i gus crop harvested; some damage approhended to 
aman, sceaitene and jute owing to excessive rainfall. Prospects fair in Katwa and Ranigan}. 
In the sabdivision slight damage apprehended. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 

. Sra. 
* Bader ane on oo ll 
Kalna ove - oa 103 
Katwa a a 
Raniganj oe oe we =: 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sader 3:15, Rampur Hat 2°22. Weather scasonable. Stand- 
tng ects doing well. Price of rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 12 seors per rupee. Fodder 

cient. 

Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura 3:25, Vishnupur 7:28. Weather variable. Rainfall 
during the first part of the week has done some damage to sugaroane, diri, ti! and aus, but has 
been favourable to aman, Weeding of wintor crops Boing on. Fodder and water sufficient, 
No cattle-disease. Price of common rico at Bankura 13 seers 2 chitaks and at Vishnupur 
11 seors 4 chitaks per rupee. 

Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 13:60, Oontai 7:31, Ghatal 8-49. Weather fair and 
cool in the morning. Orops are to a certain extent camaget by the recent flood, 
Portions of Contai ond Ghatal are still under water, Fodder sutlicient exoopt in the flooded 
tracts. No oattle-disease, Rive sells as follows :— 





Sra. 
Conta ii } 
ntai rupee, 
Ghatal oe oe 104 Se 





Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 7:11, Serampore 7°12, Arambagh 4°63, Work of oultiva- 
tion stopped in many places. Much damage has been caused to the standing crops. 
Common rice sells at 10 seers por rupee. 

Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 9:43, Ulubaria 6°70. Weather cloudy with oocasional 
showers, The paddy crops in many Bier aro still under water, and much pers 
approhonded, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 10 seers 5 
per rupee. 

24-Parganas.—Rainfall ot Sadar 6:42, Basirhat 3:02, Diamond Harbour 5°63. 
‘Weather cloudy and rainy in the beginning of the week. pepe of aman improved in 
places in the Sadar and Diamond Harbour subdivisions and in others not hopeful. Steeping 
of jute and outting of aus continue. Cuattle-disease reported from some parts of the Basirhat 
subdivision, Fi and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Brs. 
Sadar oe woe a 1 
Basirhat wee a se oe {rc 
Diamond Harbour ee ae ies lly 
‘adia.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:42, Kushtia 217, Meherpur 8°13, Ohuadanga 1:81, 
Ranegeat 3:05. ‘Weather seasonable. The recant rain the standing crops in parte 


of the district except in Kushtia, where they are good. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Sra. 
Sadar es a we 12 
Kushtia os oo aes 1b 
Meherpur ee on or ait per rapes, 
Chuadanga ove on “ sf r 
Ranaghat oe os oo 


tarshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°72, Jangipur 0°78, Lalbagh 1-99, Kandi 3:22. 
Wee hot and oloudy. Harvesting of aus neniy. flee. Jute outting going on. 
Prospects of sugarcane good. Consi je damage anticipated to winter rive crop in por- 
tions of Kandisubdivision owing to oyclone, but the extent of the damage cannot be estimated 






el the water ha fare uae —— Pals Sales aires do amditaelasoan ees 
ji in progress. Oattle-disease 
ss petot en aeds Bowie de! Dealer aot water saat Donuponieiee selleas fallows i 





8rs. 
ipur one eo ase oT 
Lalbag a ss =~ 8 | meme 
aes Ase ve Be 


sssore,— sins et Sadar tb pate 205, Neve 154, ete hot, cloudy, 
4 it showers. Prospects of stan crops got Harves' aus oing « 
on. mos se and water sufficient. Uommon rice salle as follows:— = pi th satin 





Sra. 
ee one m7 as ee 
eni $08 wt » sess” 16 rupee. 
Narail sah od my does BBE je ssi 
Kbulna,—Rainfall at Sadar 1°58, Bagerhat 2°27, Satkhira 2:85. Weather soason- 
able, tation of aman paddy is over. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommdn rice 
sells ‘ns follows :— 2 
Sra. 
eae oy 10 
yr) “ 138. ry 
shiva we ‘ai Alar te 
Rajshahi.—Reinfall at Sadar 961, Nator aoe Nangaon 1-61, of 
good. Cuttle-pox reported trom Boalia. Fodder and water sufficient. emma, rive 
at 14 seers per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 3°83. Woather showery. A little more rain wanted in 
_ south of ae Pee of aman modorate. No cattle-disease. Fodder and -water 
plentiful. Tee 15 soots:a rupee at Sadar and 13 seors at Thakurgaon. 


Ai —Ruinfall nt Sadar 1:29, Weather sensonable. ‘Transplantation of 
pitvoas eat etal ‘Harvesting of t/adot and jute continues. Common rice sells at 
14 seers per rupeo.” Fodder and water sufficient. 


—Rainfall ab Darjocling 1:15, Korseong 2-35, Siliguri 3:16. Wenther 
a ger era bhadoi paddy, ond. potatoes are harvested; bana marua 
and haimanti paddy progressing. Terai —Haryosting of bhadoi and jute and ‘transplanting 
of Aaimanti paddy finished. Coarse rico sells a8 follows :— 


Srs. 
i i see ose ase. 10 
as % ss “2 Tf | pot ampee, 


Bhutta sells at Darjooling 24 seers and at Kalimpong 28 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.— Rainfall at Sadar -42, Nilphamari 3-41, ‘Weather hot. Morerain wanted. 
Steeping sat deci ‘and transplantution of aman almost finished. Cattle-disease “prevails in 





r Nilpl Water and fodder sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
Srs. 
Bader r o we vee 10 
Gatbondn 2 ee 10 3 per rapes. 
mae ‘ oo 00 ees lu 
‘rainfall 1:32, Harvesting of jute pep neon of aman finished, 
en SE We ere ia Comm: at 14 seers per rupee. 
anha aisecke oo potted fom ancuibibi. ae 
' Pabna.—Rainfall-at ‘Sadar 2-07, Sirajganj 0°69. Wate hot aud cloudy, Prosposta 
. angeneem. Prices unchanged. a % 
cep ahaa at Sadar 53, Manikganj “41, “Munshiga : Sos 
Prospeots of spite oc, Bred Foaoe ® 
lommon xice 1} seers per rupee. s 
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Mymensingh.— Rainfall at Sadar 0°40, Jamalpur 2°13, Kishoroganj 0:29, Notrokona 0°15, 
Tan 229. Weather seasonnblo. Prospects o! stating ep ‘ood except in Jamalpur, 
where more rain is needed. Harvesting of jute continues. older and water sufficient. 
Condition of cattle good. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sadar on ws we «sd 
angel ites ase ove a 
etrokona on oe ane 12 100, 
Kishoreganj ing oe re lls midi 
Jamalpur 6 on a Oye. 


Paridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°67, Goalundo 0°45, Madaripur 5-02. Weather soasonable, 
Common rive 12} seers per rupee. 


Baokergunge.—Reinfall at Sadar ‘24. Woathersoasonable. Prospects of erops good. 
Common rice soils at 12 seers (aman) and 14 seers (aus) per rupeo. 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:04, Brahmaabaria +11, Ohandpur ‘5. Weather somowhat 
hot, More rain wanted for aman crop, Water and fodder sutlisient. Pricy of common rice 
averages 134 seers per rapes. 

Nowkhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:26, Foni 0:17. Transplantation of aman finished. 
Prospects good. Fodder and wator good. Common rice solls at (aus) 16 seors and (aman) 
124 seers per rupee. . 

Chittagong.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°02, Cox's Bazar 0-08. ain still wanted for 


transplantation of aman crop. Water and fodder suificient, Cuttle-disease still continues in 
Chakaria and Ramu. Common rice 12 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 5°99, Barh 1-67, Bihar 0°64, Dinapur 5'80, Hilsa 6:65, 
Good rain iu Aathia, Prospeos of paddy much improved. Fodder and water for cattle 
sufficient. Common rice in Patna sells at 15 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Gaya 249, Jahanabad 4:57, Aurangabad 2°17, Nawada °5. 
Paddy duing well. abi lands being propared. Common rice tolling at 11} soors per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:76, Buxar 4:09, Sasaram 2°53, Dehri 4:21. Bhadot 


harvesting continues. Standing crops good, Fodder aud water sufficient. Live sells at * 
Sadar 12 seers per rupee. 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:15, Siwan 1-74, Gopalganj 2-71, Woathor cloudy and 
rainy. (The rainfall at subdivisions was much heavier ae here reported, as the heaviest rain 
fell after reports submitted.) Harvesting of marua and makai still in progress. Winter 
paddy much benefited by recent rain, which will also help rujé materially, Common rico 
sells at 13 seors 7 chitaks and makai 20 seers 10 chitaks per rupes. 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Sadar 8°30, Bettiah 8:00. Weather cloudy with showors and 
high wind. Prospect of ag/ani crop improved by the recent rain. Harvesting of mukai and 
kode continues. Fields being prepared for rahi crops. Fodder and water sufficient. Prices 
of common rice and maize at Sadar are 11 and 21 seers per rupee respectively. 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 479, Hajipur 898, Sitamarhi 660, Prospects of 
aghani favourable. Prices are—Oommon rice 12} seers, wheat 12} seors, barley 17 seers, 
maize 22} seers, gram 144 seers, arhar 15} seers and marua 22} seers per rupes. 


Darbhangs.—Rainfall at Sadar 5°88, Samastipur 5°51, Madhubani 5:71, Paddy doing 
well. Harvesting of /adoi almost over. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-diseaso 
reported from anywhere. Common rive sells as follows :— 





Srs. 
Sadar a 14} 
Samastipur oe l4 per rupee. 
Madiubani Soe a le 18k 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 2°30, Begusarai 1-47, Jamui 2-78. Weather cloudy 
and ning with strong easterly wind. More rain still wanted for paddy. Kurthi, ka/ai, and 
sweet potitoos are’being sown in the Beguearai subdivision. Lands are being prepared in 
the Jamui subdivision. Standing crops doing well. Common rice sells as folllows :— 





Srs. 
Mongh; ase oe ly 
Boguend A. ln S 12) | por rupee. 
Jamui 5 one «we §=18 


Bhagaipor—Weatte seasonable. Standing crops Perec favourable prospects, Prices 
going down. No cattlo-disease, Fodder and water ample. 





Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 14°71, Kishanganj 9°36, Araria 9:12, Weather rainy and 
cloudy. Steeping of jute nearly over. ‘Transplanting of paddy seedlings y 
Prospects of ayhani iS gel lly good. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water suflicient. 
Common rice sell as follows: — 





Srs. 


Sadar aes ove ae ak ee 
Kishanganj idk ee eee: « H per rupee. 
Amarin... a sos a8), on AS 
Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 6°55, Shibganj 2°56, Gajole 6°60. Weather hot and cloudy 
with heavy rain in northern parts, Harvesting of Jiadoi paddy completed. Oattle-discase 
reported from Shibganj and Gajole. Fodder ané water sufficient. Average price of rice 
stationary. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Average rainfall 4:13. Weather stormy and cloudy. Standing 
crops doing very well, Fodder and water sullicient, Average price of rice 13 seers and 
of maizo 154 seers per rupee. 


Cattack.—Lainfall at Sadar 9°48, Jajpur 6°18, Kendrapara 4°53, Banki 16:10, 
Weather rainy. Jeali and mandia being harvested. Sarad and sugarcane growing. 
Condition of men and cattle generally good. Iodder sutficient. Some damage to crops on 
low lands is apprehended on account of high flood, Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar “ ai wwe 183 
Jajpur anv es we 153 
Rrenitrepics ase on fee Diy PRS ere 
Banki ase we L1G 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:37. Weeding of sarad ‘continues. Jute and asu outting 

in progress, Beali crop in ear. Sugarcane thriving well. Rice sells at 151, 13 and 16 seers 

rupee in interior, Balasore, and Bhadrak, respectively. High flood in Salandi, Kansbans, 

jurabalong and Subarnarekha rivers. Flood-water now subsided, Crops ‘on some flooded 
lands reported to have suffered much in some places, Fodder wanting owing to floods, 


Angul.—Rainfall at Angul -56, Chhindipada 2:21, Bissipara 1°87. Woathor season- 
able. Sowing of ku/thi aud mung and harvesting of mandia and autumn paddy in progress. 
Field labour available. Common rice selling from 8. to 13 seers per rupee in Angul and 8 
to 9 seers at Bissipara, In Khondmals annibee of persons daily on relie—Mvn 316, women 
423, children 168. 


Puri—Rainfall at Sadar 6°30, Khurda 5:72. Weather soasonable. Transplanting 
and weeding of sarad paddy continue. ZLaghuin ear. Beali aud mandia being harvested. 
Sugarcane, cotton, arhur, and other miscellaneous crops thriving well. High flood all over 
district, Orops were under water for long time in certain parts, Fodder and water sufficient. 
Ocmmon rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. ch, 
Sadar on on ” we 11:13 
Khurda one we s+ 13 2 > per rupeo. 
Interior of district ive oe 12:15 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sader 0°59, Giridi 1-59. Harvesting of hadot going on. 
Prospect of paddy good. Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar + ae sive we 18 
Giridi ays ses ses aes 2} 3 2 a 
Ranchi.—Rainfall 1-61. Woather seasonable. Prospeot of winter rice good. Har- 
vesting of gora dy continues. Average price of common rice is 10 
No se pag oe ep Fodder and water sufficient. args Rog Hee ae 
Palamau.—Rainfall 3°29, Weather clear. Radi fields bein; d. Kurth 
gram being sown. Standing crops all doing woll. Prices at ahs reo 
makai 27 seers, gram and wheat 10 seers per rupee. 
Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°60, Gobindpur 3-10. Weather sonsonable. Prospects 
of crops good. ‘Oattle-discase reported from thanas Paaianstioet se Topchanchi. Fodder 


and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at 11 seers 6 chitaks and at 
Gobindpur 11 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. s Rtas’ 
‘  Singhbhum.—Report not received. 
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General -—Moderate rainfell during the week except in Hast Bengal and 
parts of North where only light showers are reported. The unusually heavy rain 
of the ing week and consequent Tugh floods have caused damage to the crops in ‘many 
places in the Burdwan, Presidency, Orissa Divisions. In some places the crops are 
reported to be still under water. In Bihar he poo hathia rain has benefited the rico crop 
and helped the ploughing of the raéi lands. More rain is still wanted for the rico orop in 
Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, Mymensingh, Tippera, Chittagong, and Monghyr. Tho harvest- 
ing of the autumn crops is almost over. ‘The price of rice is reported to have risen in 12 
districts and fallen in 10. Fodder-supply is generally reported sufficient exoopt in the flooded 
tracts a -Tesnepony and Balasore. Cases of cattle-di continue to be reported from 
some districts. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACKE, 


Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
Revenue Department, 


The 2nd October, 1400, 
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Kesults of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory trom 









































23rd to 29th September 1900. 
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The mean pressure of the seven days ade oe ae toe 29'834 
The average prossure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 

Office o to tee oo ave oe 29°733 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine .., oe bas ose pyea 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ae ia ae 840 
The mean temperature of the seven days ons par er, as 814 
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0, overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; t, thund 


=, dew. 
. Merponovoorcat Orricx, Govr. or Inpra, .  , & W. Kocuzen, 
ihe, Sexcigh he Ist October 1900. "Ror Metoorologioa! Roporter to the Gort. of India 
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Abstract of principal Commodities carried over the Bengal Central Railiay during the month 
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July 1909 as compared with the same month of previous year. 


BENGAL OENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY 
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AST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Approzimate Return of Trafic for week ended sth September 1900 on 1,840°68 miles open. 
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On account of difference betwoen the approximate and audited figures for the weok enilet 
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Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 4900 in comparison with 1899. 
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Abstract of progressive weekly returne of all carnings for 1900 i 
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TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Lrajte for the week ended Sth Septomber 1900 on 22°28 miles open. 
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* Audited figures, 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for week ended 8th September 1900 on 162'24 miles open. 
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‘July 1900, a 
Audited figures up to iat July 1000, 1 
Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1899. q 
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* Audited figures. q 
_Abatract of progressive wweekily returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1890—concluded. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. bits 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 15th September 1900 om 1,840°68 miles open. 














EAST INDIAN RATLWAY—concluded. 
Abstract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for.1900 in comparison with 1399, 
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$i 90,18 added on nozount juoted from returns from Ist Jaly to 12th August 1809. 
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TAKKESSUK BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic fur weok ended 15th September 1900 un 24°28 miles open. 
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TARKESSWAR BtaANCH RAILWAY—concluted. 
Abatract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings for 1900 in comparison with 1599. 
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DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 7 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 15th September 1400 un 169°24 mileu vpen. 4 
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Abatract of progressive weekly returns of all earnings 
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_Approzimate Return of Traffic for week ened 15th Septomber 1900 on 75°76 miles open. 
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Alutract of progressive weokly returne of all earnings for 1900 in compariaon with 1599. 


























——___ 






















































































































i Merchandise nnd Mineral | Othe, For pie 
ie. | Coaching Trafic, Trafic. damnieges Total, sss ‘Train mileage, 
Number of 
passengers. Ta, Mas, Re, Re Rs, Re, No. 
ad 18,402 1.738 2160 a 8378 10 2083 
ie Weck ended 310 T81y) =< on 208 2577 2 sau ua ies 
s i 25 36 708 9 21264 
21 Paac 2 2300 us ‘B205 
1ST ” 7 » 1,801 
sit 237 a aa78 i 2286 
ne cH How wt fits 
ee 20 s Tas w Evo 
“4 78 ‘S400 0 Wd 15 2,078 
5 nay 109 ao A288 u7 | an 
24,200 as 61,660 106 270 
figures, 
1840, 
Rate. 
Re Re, Re, . 
Ce 1 4a et MB |. Ae a 
1,500, a 5,818 1 1084 5 in 
Yoon 19 C350 $1 ins ous 
1008 rt 5.888 os ya | 438 0 
1am 5 0,057 a aus B71 
1,438 » 5,200 a 4,118 4m 
uv 5.000 ™ v3 415 1 
a ” S020 7 U8 os 
S516 25 Te Mm 13 726 
2480 % es 8 1378 sin 
8140 we 7,80 ™ 1,500 46 
™ ‘5408 soon | 2.73aat 20,500 187 eure 76 187 baw 
EASTERN BENGAL 8TATE RAILWAY, 
(Ixctopixo N. B,, K.-D., Dacca, axp Assam-Beuanr Sacrions.) 
—=— 
Coscutxe Taarnic, | MuNCMANDIER axn 
~ PRarric, ‘Taavere Taars-wrnKs aos. 














Numbor of | Coaching 
passougers, | roceipte. 
Ra, A,B Mos. ». 





i 80 


2,116,081 | 953,972 0 0 
2,382,191 1946,618 0 -¢) 





=n 


asoooe | sist 0 0 
an 12 0 0 





1598 0 





best bees Ee} 


25,81,137 0+) 2,01,738 0 © 


Seth | min 


Re. 4 P, 


ateenmbao 9 8 147,808 0 0 30,90,800 0 0 
Tisain 9 | 21979810 -@ | cL 


101,00 00 











2 Vim oo 










‘W730 0 
ro 











“EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWay. 
" (Inctuptvo N. BK. D., Daces, axv Assam-Brntan Srenioxs.) 

Approvimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week eniled 22nd September 1900, 0» 543 mites open. 
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DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the weok ended 15th September 1900 on 86 miles open, 
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DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approsimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the work ended 22nd Septombsr 1000, on 86 miles open. 
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* Excluding ferry earnings. 
$ Audited up to 14th July 1900, 
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OOOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY, 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 22nd September 1900, on 33°73 miles open, 
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MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 15th September 1900 on 53°37 miles open. 
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_  Approsimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 20nd September 1900 on 88°37 miler open, ; 
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* Audited up to fist July 1900, 


BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. - 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 15th September 1900 on 60 miles open. 


Muncuampisn awp Moana) 
‘Tearvic. 
‘her earnings,| 


Weight earried.| Receipts. 





—=—— 









Ooscmime Taarric. 








Number of | Coaching 
Passengers, Tecvipta. 






‘171,189 0 | 
a 700 ; moo 
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* Audited up to a6 July 1900, 


BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. €32 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 22nd September 1900, on 60 miles open. 


* Audited up to Bist July 1000, 






BENGAL CENTRAL RATLWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 15th September 1900 om 139 miles open. 














29,000 0 0 
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700 | 10,170 0 0) 1,40,5 0| 189m 0 0 
200 moO 1 0 00 
‘. Mis tpiivions pone’ - Lend 300,890 | 1,31,007 0 0 805,780 0 | 86,200 0 0 6751 0 0 Cy 99,701 
+ Gauci Se 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week onding 22nd September 1900 on 1,118 miles open. 
Oosomrxa Tarrio, | M¥mCMAND Ig ax Mixwnax Ober carats) ayia ‘Taayrio Pearn-miumD nvB, 
iy 
‘includ 
| Re Mos. Be. Rs 
iia el onl cd 
Lssqrar | 5,846,988 52,91,087 8,18,808 1,946,218 
1,719,701 | 1,890,763 
188,466 | 51,489 6,08,196 7.005 20,808 
1370 re en"68 6°00 908 
1,072,043 | 54048 652,000 18,708 1,62,001 

















| nd SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANOH RAILWAY. 
4 (Wouxxn ny eux B. & NW. Rattwar.) 
©. 4 Approximate Return of Trafic for week ending 22nd September 1900 om 18 miles open. 
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SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
(Worexp ny rue B. & N.-W. Raruway.) 


Audited Return of Traffic for week ending 28th July 1900 on 18 mii 
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‘Nore—The line was closed for traiio trom 2ind July 1900, 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 15th September 1900 on 397 miles open for all descriptions of traffic and an 
additional 39 miles for goods and parcels traffic only. 
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* Includes audited figures for weck ended 4th August 1900, 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 


Approzimate Statement of Groas Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
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DARJERLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE ON THE tyr * 
ROAD AND PUBLIC WORKS CESS OPERATIONS FOR 
r THE Y&4R 1899-1900. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.—ROAD & P, W. CESS, 
Dated Darjeoling, the 4th October 1900, 
RESOLUTION—No. 16867.—F. 
Reap— 
‘The Report of the Board of Revenue on the Road and Public Works cess operations ee, 
* for the year 1899-1900, tial 
+ The Road and Public Works cesses were levied at the maximum rate of 
one anna in the rupee during the year uuder review in all the districts in 
which the Cess Act, IX (B.C,) of 1880, is in force. During the year, it was 
deeided to introduce the provisions of the Act into the Southal Parganas, ex- " 
#eluding the Damin-i-koh, gradually as portions come under resettlement ; and 
the Act will accordingly come into force in each tract from the date when the 
fresh settlement takes effect. 4 
2. The following table compares the main results of the working of the 
t ,.Cess Act during the past two years :— 





4 1808-99, 1899-1900, . 
Current net demand... .. Rs.  90,38,880 Rs. 90,84,990 
2) Anca eT 1860441, :19,09,787 
(3) Totaly ” « ws» =yy~—2,08,99,821 ,, —1,09,94,777 
(4) Total collections ” 90,06,445 , —-98,13,990 
(5) Remissions é 66,005 és 45,257 
» (6) Net balance bcs ef 319,07,444 ,, —-:17,04,598 
of total lections, on 
as ries ee Se 2k 996 1025 — 
° * 
. ‘ 
~ . 
toe ee = © 
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- sal 1898-99. 1899-1900. 
(8) Percentage of current collections on 
current demand Ton ore 829 848 
(9) Percentage of srrear collections on } 
10) Mee Gore due o0e 80:1 82:7 
0) Num! of revenue-payi estates 
¢ assessed i so 252,436 256,887 


(11) Number of revenuo-free estates and 





rent-free tenures 146,481 147,077 

(12) Number of tenures assessed ae 1,575,142 1,585,469 
(18) Number of recorded shareholders in 

1,502,091 1,519,088 


estates oe se 
(14) Number of recorded shareholders in 

tenures ns - 2,697,340 2,716,811 
(15) Current demand of land revenue ... Rs, 3,90,03,120 Rs, 3,94,65,049 

The increase in the current demand has been chiefly obtained by valua- 
tions and revaluations in the districts of Mymensingh, Backergunge, and 
Tippera. It is satisfactory to notice that in spite of the enhanced demand, 
both current and arrear, the balance ontstanding at the close of the year 
decreased by Rs, 2,02,846 as compared with the previous year. ‘Tho 

reentage of total collections on the current demand has not been equalled 
for the last 20 years, 

83, As promised last year, instructions were issued by the Board to ensure 
that effect was properly given to the suggestion made by Gcvernment in 1894 
that in calculating the percentage of collections on demand, the amount affected 
by the 15 days’ grace allowed by law should be eliminated from the net 
demand of the district, so as to afford a juster criterion of the comparative 
standard of collections in each district. The subjoined stutements have for the 
first time been prepared in accordance with these instructions. 

4, Tho following districts succeeded in attaining the accepted standard 
of cess administration for the first class, and showed a percentage of current 


collections above 90 per cent. and arrear collections above 80 per cent. during 
the year :— 



































a Fercentage of earrentcolletions on net Percentage of arreor col'ections on net urtear 
. 1890-1900, 1898.90, * 1607-08. | 1490.1900, 1908.00, 1607.08, 
% a | q 4 ‘ 5 ° 1 
Ranchi ase 999 100 100 100 100 100 
Purnea tee 99°5 99-7 941 983 956 350 
Darjeeling py 993 999 997 863 946 944 
Dinajpur ae 98:8 988 98°8 99:7 99:9 100 
Dacca cos 985 98:7 96-7 9l4 913 903 
Rajshahi oo 98:2 982 98:1 988 98:7 98:3 
Backergunge —... 98-1 96-9 O47 99-8 991 97-7 
Birbhum one 98:0 96-7 96:3 889 723 99:3 
Rangpur er 978 958 97-4 99°8 994 99-4 ~ 
Sioghbbum a 978 989 100 - 10d 100 100 
Male sen 976 97-5 977 |* 99:9 99:7 99:2 
Purit 4 on 976 918 A7-2 100 998 100 
Hazaribagh aes 975 875 98-2 99°3 919 93:8 
Bogra a 956 975 sa” 936 100 100 
Champaran ens 95°5 955 940 9n3 99:9 98-4 
Nadia aes 954 95:2 93:2 958 99-2 97-3. 
Gaya oe 953 97-2 89°1 SAL 769 892 
Cuttackt aoe 934 87:0 847 84-0 80:8 798 
Noakhali By 932 923 939 815 90°0 967 
Tippera ane 92:7 H2-4 908 9133 918 924 
Faridpur ese 92:2 889 855 93-4 862 756 
Jessore oo 917 90°38 306 983 95-4 973 
Patna 6 OL2 83-4 855 92°6 80:7 88:6 
Khulna on 90°5 941 892 99:7 92:7 851 
Mongbyr ave £05 918 926 85°5 810 792 














. could not be furnished by the Collector, as the recbrds were destroyed 7 
$ Teese htareu hist a those dlotone = <7 
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. 5, The districts which fall into the second class, i¢., collected more than 


90 per cent. of the current demand and less than 80 per cent. of the arrear 











demand, are the following :— . 
ecnlnas mareent collections Rerestiigs scuceree coetiien 

‘Distnicr, — 
1899-1000, | 1898-99, 1897-98, 1869.1900, 1998-99, 1897-98, 

1 2 3 4 5 | 6 | 7 
Pabna ser 948 94°83 973 721 71 72:3 
bead oo O44 93°8 92-7 700 740 767 
Murshidabad on 941 94-2 916 63-6 607 60-9 
Burdwan oe 93:9 82:3 90-2 541 425 47-0 
Shahabad ne 93-2 92°8 93:7 TR 698 773 
Balasore® ” 926 237 934 674 809 67-0 








* Thore is no March kist in this district, 
6. In the districts of the third class mentioned below, the current collec- 


tions fell short of 90 per cent., but the arrcar collections exceeded 80 per 
cent. 






































= — ——- ——— — ———= 
Percentage of current collections on net Percentage of urroar evllections on not 
- ourreut demand, arroar demand, 
1890-1900, | 1808.99, | 1897.08. | 1899-1900, | 1808-99, | 1897.08, 
1 2 | > | 4 5 | 6 7 
Darbhanga wee 896 90°0 91-0 85:0 834 83:7 
24-Parganas i 886 890 89-0 908 88:2 804 
Midnapore oy 87-2 854 848 959 95:9 957 
Ohittagong* =... 87L 832 79:0 900 902 895 
Mymensinrgh 869 85:6 925 95 ry 93:0 
Palamau te 83:3 858 862 996 296 997 





© ‘The last kint (25th February) of the year in this district bocuine paynble on the 12th Murch 1900, 


7. he districts of the fourth or lowest class in which the current collec- 
tions fell short of 90 per cent. and arrear vollections of 80 per cent. are tho 
following :— 

















aiahage 2 seam collections on pot Percentage of arrear collections on not 
current demand. arrear domand. 

Distaicr, ——— 

1899-1900, | 1898-99. | 1897-98. 1899-1900. | 1898-99, | 1897-98, 
1 2 | . 3 | 4 | 5 | f) | 7 

iguri avs 89:8 99°38 | 99:7 IL 100 100 
ie ae 879 87:9 904 799 67-7 69°7 
Sarah “oe 83-4 738 789 787 06 688 
Manbhum a8, 79 779 |, 846 746 645 89 4 
M yur on Td 786 823 74 847 8418 
Hoa? «| 716 723 778 642 875 488 











ntage of collections in Jalpaiguri is not real. Of the 
srt dengan — of Rs. 8,161 and the whole of the airear balance 
(Rs, 28,245) were due from the Bengal Dunrs Railway, which has since been 
exempted from the provisions of the Cess Act. If the demands against the 
Railway were separated, the percentage of current and arrear collections would 
stand at 98-2 and 100, respectively, and the district would be counted as coming 
within class I. : 
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With regard to the various explanations given of short collections by 
District Officers, the Board write— 

“They (the explanations) have in many instances degenerated into matter of mere routine 
because the present stundard is impossible of attainment everywhere. In some districts collec 
tions are facilitated by favourable local conditions, while in others they are hampered by the 
existence of a large number of rent-free holdings, revenue-free estates and peity co.sharers. 
The Board hope that the new scheme, which they will shordy submit to Government for 
orders, viz., of fixing a standard percentage for every district according to local peculiarities 
He circumstances, Will, if sanctioned, give a fresh impetus to District Officers to improve 

‘ir collections.” 


The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with the Board as to the value of the 
explanations as at present subuiitted. Explanations of real or apparent 
deficiencies have undoubtedly come to vary within strictly stereotyped 
limits, and are by no means always accurate or convincing. ‘lo take an 
instance: regurding a district in which, during the present year, there has been 
a decided full in collections, an explanation is furnished by the Collector that 
this fuct is due to (7) bad harvests, (#) rise in price of grain, (i) outbreaks of 
cholera, (1) imposibility of taking measures within the year for the recovery 
of the instalment payable on the 17th April, and (v) delay in the issue of 
processes from the Certificate Department. Of these explanations, the Board 
decline to accept the fourth, since the sums affected by grace days have already 
been eliminated from the demand as returned. It appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor that the second and third explanations may ulso be rejected, since a 
rise in the price of grain is a reason for greator facility in collecting a tax 
which falls solely on the land-owning and grain-producing classes, while the 
latest Sanitary Report shows that the incidence of cholera in the district in 

uestion was in 1899 less than one-fifth of the previous decennial average. 

Phe first explanation, again, is somewhat discounted by the fact that collections 
in 1599-1900 were less in the district referred to than in the famine year of 
1890-97, and that there has been a continuous decresse in collections for the 
last three years. No reason is given for the fact stated in the fifth explana- 
tion, which in itself indicates a defect in administration, Explanations of this 
nature are of little value in enabling Government to locate deficiencies and 
suggest Ee for them, and the proposals made by the Board for preventing 
a standard ubder which administration can be more fairly judged than under 
the present system are now under consideration. 

8. The following statement illustrates the working of the certificate 
procedure in the realisation of the cesses during the last two years; — 

1808-09, 1890-1900, 
44,572 57,387 
125,216 134,249 
169,788 191,606 


Certificates ponding from the previous year 
Filed during the year 
Total for disposal 








Cancelled on objection 1,147 1,082 
Struck off 6,724 7,619 
Fully discharged 105,350 180,308 
Pending at the close of the year 66,567 62,597 
Bales effected om 3,068 8,867 
Sales set aside oe * 142 885 


The increase in the number of certificates filed occurred in all the divisions. 
except Chittagong and Orissa, and is attributed to better supervision and 
greater punctuality and strictness in enforcing demands, The largest number 
of certificates was filed in the districts of Saran (12,974), Hooghly (12,226), 
Gaya (au a3) Shahabad (8,502), Midnapore (8,402), Monghyr (6,330), 
Muzaffarpur (6,315), 24-Parganas (5,869), Patna (5/689) Mymensingh (F605 fi 
and Darbhanga (5,567). ‘The number of objections filed against certificates 
was 10,500 against 8,142 in 1898-99. In Gaya, Saran, Hooghly, Midnapore, 
and Cuttack, the number of cancellations was 204, 153, 120, 93, and 86, out 
of 926, 1,812, 1,194, 329, and 159 objections disposed of. The large number 
of cancellations in Gaya was due to double assessment, while the defective 
state of land registration accounts for the number in Saran, In Hooghly the 
cancellation was due partly to mistukes and double assersments made during 
the last revaluation and partly to other causes, such as death of judgment- 
debtors, failure to trace lands, diluvion, &c. In Midnapore it was due to 


. 





double’ assessment, filing of certificatesagainst wrong persons and tender of 
payments before the issue of certificates. In Cuttack the cancellation is 
attributed to the fact that there were mistakes in money order challans, 
owing to which payments were credited to wrong estates, that judgment-debtors 
against whom certificates were filed having previously sold their estates were 
not liable to the amounts certified, and that payments were made after the 
arrear list had been sent to the Arrear Collection Department, In 3,357 cases 
as inst 3,068 in 1898-99 sales were effected to realise the cesses. The 
Board notice the growing difficulties which surround the prompt realisation of 
cesses in cases of default, and express an opinion that, in view of the persistent 
and increasing impunctuality in making payments, an amendment of the Cess 
and Certificate Laws will have to be undertaken in the near future. 

9, The complete revaluation of the district of Palamau, which was 
sanctioned in January, and commenced in March 1898, was brought to a close 
during the year. The result of the work was an increase in the cess demand 
of the district from Rs. 37,727 to Rs, 64,112. Partial valuations and 
reyaluations were completed in the districts of Birbhum, Khulna, Rajshahi, 
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Dacca, Mymensingh, Backergunge, Tippera, Noakhali, 
Muzaffarpur, Monghyr, Malda, and Manbhum. Valuation and revaluation 
work was in progress in several districts when the year closed. Sanction has 
been accorded to the general revaluation of the districts of Nadia, Khulna, 
Hooghly, Bogra,.and Shahabad. 

10. Statement VI appended to the report compares the gross rental in 
each district for 1899-1900 calculated from the returns under the Cess Act with 
the gross rental ascertained on the same basis when the road cess was first 
introduced and the gross rental of the preceding year. he results of the 
province are as follow :— 


Rs. 
Gross rental at first assessment oe see 18,11,68,432 
Ditto in 1898-99 ee vee 16,53,64,233 
Ditto in 1899-1900 p84 i. 16,59,38,987 


The increase up to date amounts to Rs, 3,47,70,505, whigh was contributed 

all the districts, sient Murshidabad and Jessore. @ompaged with the 
figures for the year 1898-99, the gross rental shows an increase of Rs. 5,74,704, 
most of which has been obtained by means of the reyaluation operations jm 
the districts of Khulna, Dacca, Mymensingh, Backergunge, Noakhali, Palamau, 
and Manbhum. 

11. The names of the Deputy Collectors whose work is favourable 
noticed by the Board will be communicated to the Appointment Department 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks are due to the Board of Revenue for their 
careful and efficient administration of the Department. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
E. N. BAKER, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 


» 
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INDI3ZO INDUSTRY. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT—A“GRICULTURE. 
Darjocting, the 8:h October 1900, 
RESOLUTION—No, 2006T —R. 


Reap — 

A lettor from the Government of India, N». 459—43-3, datel t'e 29th March 1900, 
regarding the dosirability of legislation for the pia of the indigo industry 
in India, and the grant of loans to planters for the promotion of the cultivation 
and manufacture of sugar in Bihar 

Read als.-- 

This Govorn nent letter No. 581T.—R., dated the 8lst May 1990, reporting on the 
letter cited above, and letter No. 1516T.—R , dated the 4th September 1900, 

Iw March 1900 the Government of India forwarded, for the opinion of this 
Government, a letter from Bt W. B, eesiae in which eneeenins vere nae 
for permanently improving the present unsatisfactory condition of the industry 
pects on by Ddige f plantors in Bihar by means of W otepdlacing with Govern: 
ment aid the cultivation and manufacture of sugar. 3 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor was unable to recommend the grant of a loan 
to any particular membor of the planting community, but he recognised that the 
indigo planters as a body had claims on the Government. They have rendered 
valuable s>rvices in the past on many occasions of administrative stress, and. 
their disappearance would be in many ways a great administrative loss, They 
have embarked a large amount of capital in the industry; and, in the circum- 
stances, ‘the Lieutenant Governor consider that any reasonable assistance which 
Government can give in enquiries either towards improved methods of indigo 
cultivation and manufacture, or towards a substitute for it in the shape of more’ 
profituble crops, should certainly be given, 

8. As nds the first of the aboye two suggestions, the Lieutenant- 
Governor doubts whether any advantage would result at this stuge from an 
enquiry by a Committee into the state of the indigo industry. In the present 
condition of the industry, experiments regarding the b»st seed to he used, the 
most promising varieties of the plant, the system of cultivating the soil, an] 
the processes for extracting the dye, must be patiently continued over a term 
of-years,a task which is not fitted fur a Committee. The Bihar Indigo 
Planters’ Association is already doing all that is at present possible: ‘That 
body has en, , at a large expense, the services of two experts to conduct 
researches in India for the discovery of improved methods of cultivation and 
manufacture of indigo, This Government has agreod to give to the Associa- 
tion, beginning with the next financial year, a sum of £590 a year for three 
years for the appointment of a bacteriologist to investigaté questions relating 
to the plant, 

ras As to the second point there are A herd for believing that it may 
be:profitable to the indigo: planters of North Bihar to take up the cultivation 
of sugarcane and the manufacture of sugar, either by growing cane asa 
rotation crop in alternate years and keeping up the growth and manufacture 
of indigo, or even by abandoning the lutter industry aliogether for the manu- 
fucture of re 

In Part LI, Volume VI. of the Dictionary of the Economic Products of 
India, aro given the results of the attempts which have froin time to time been 
made in Bengal to grow and manufacture refined sugar. The end of these 
attempts has hitherto undoubtedly been failure; but it is contended that 
circumstances then and now are so entirely different that n> safe deductions 
regarding the present can be drawn from the lessons of the past, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor believes that there is much to be said for this view. In 
the first place, evidence is forthcoming that there has now grown up amongst the 
people of this province a considerable demand for the cheaper kinds of refined 
sugar. ‘Till recently this was supplied by the importation of bounty-fed sugar, 
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and it is now being satisfied by larger importations from the Mauritius, in, 
in the put the manufacturers did not Loose such machinery for the + 
ture of sugar as is now available to lessen the cost of refining and at the same 
time greatly improving the quality of the outturn. Further, in the past, the 
planter who manufactured sugar was under the most serious disadvantage from 
the absence of suitable communications, His produce was overweighted with 
freight and transport charges, and he suffered severely from delays in transit— 
defects which have now, through the opening of railways, to a groat extent, 
disappeared. On the othor hand, there are many circumstances at the present 
time which favour “a revival of the industry. Sugarcane is now largely grown 
by the raiyats of North Bihar, where it is found that irrigation is seldom 
required for the mae and the gur at present produced by these raiyats is in 
considerable demand for the use of refineries in other parts of India, owing to 
its superiority for refining purposes, The planting community has large areas 
of land available for the cultivation of the crop, and has already commenced 
experiments on a small scale with it; while labour, which is so costly in the 
sagae plantations of the Mauritius, is abundant and cheap throughout North 

thar. 


5, From the information at present available, therefore, it appears to 
the Lieutenant-Governor that there is some prospect of making sugar cultiva- 
tion and manufacture in Bihar a profitable industry; but a further independent 
enquiry is necessary, both tu secure that the mistakes which handicapped the 
planters in former times may be avoided and to provide a thorough examination 
of the conditions under which the industry 1s made to pay so well in the 
Mauritius. If the result of such an enquiry were favourable, it would probabl 
give to the new departure that financial ee in the open market which it 

oes not at present receive; and in all the circumstances of the case he is 
willing to give the p'anters any assivtance that a public enquiry might afford 
them towards establishing the prospects of their present design. He has, there- 
fore, with the sinction of the Government of India, decided to appoint a 
Committee of Enquiry consisting of a president and two membors. : 

6. For tle post of President the Lieutenant-Governor has, with the 
permission of the Government of India, sclected Mr. J. E. O’Conor, the Direc- 
tor-General of Statistics in India. The other members will be Mr. Dy M. 
Hamilton, of Msssrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Company, and Mr. E. A. 
Hancock, an agricultural chemist of considerable experience. 

7. The work of the Committee will commence in Calcutta from the 15th 
October 1900. In November, it is desired that the Committee should, in order 
to study the question loca'ly, pay a visit to Bihar, the details of which will 
be left to the Committes t» settlu. The functions of the Committee will be as 
follows :— 

(1) to investigate the Easnny. of sugir growing and manufacture in 
Bihar, to shew why former ventures failed, and what there is to 
support the opinion that a revival of the industry would now 
result in success; 

(2) to enquire whether in order to ensure success, dependence should 
be placed solely on the cane precurable from the ordinary culti- 
vator, or on that grown by planters on their ziraé lands or on 
both; 

(3) to enquire whether it would be desirable to have central manu- 
factories ; 

(4) to enquire what localities would be best suited for the erection of a 

- lerge factory with special reference to (a. profitable and exten- 
sive cane cultivation in the vicinity, and (4) railway facilities for 

: conveying sugar to the market; F F z 

(5) to estimate the capital required for opening and working a suitable 
sugar factory; and lastly d 

(6) to consider what markets are open for the sale of the manufacture 
sugar, and their relative importance; and any practical sugges- 
tions for developing the use of refined sugar. 
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8. The Committce would probably obtain much information on the 
rubject by examining Dr, G. Watt, c.1.v., Mr. A. G, Tytler, crx, late Sub- 
Deputy Opium Agent, Sewan, and Mr. Mylne of Behea, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor is willing to pay the travelling allowance of all witnesses whom the 
Committeo desire to call, on the scale allowed to members of the Indian Civil 
Service. The Committee of should also ascertain from the Indigo 
Planters’ Association and Messrs. Begg, Dunlop and Company (who represent 
the Indigo Improvement Syndicate), the names of the witnesses whom they 
would like the Committee to examine. : 

9, Lastly, Sir John Woodburn desires the Committee io understand that 





~ the instructions given above are not meant to de the Committee from 


considering the subject in such other fashions as may deem necessary in 
order to ascertain whether the plan is likely to meet with ‘success. 

Onrver— Ordered that a copy of the al Resolution be published in the 
Caleutia Gazette, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACKE, 
Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE ADMINISTAAIION OF THE 
POLICE DePARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1899. 


No. 2928J.D. 
RESOLUTION. 
PULICE. 


Darjeeling, the 29th September 1900. 
Rrap— 


The Report qu the Admipistration of the Volice Department for the year 1499. 
Read also— 
The Report for the year 1898 and the Resolution of Government recorded thereon, 


Ar the beginning of the year Mr. Henry held tho office of Inspector 
General of Police for Pcacrth and 26 days; he Was then relieved by Mr. Greer, 
who administered the Department for the rest of the year, The report, which 
is submitted by Mr. Masters, was received by Government 17 days late, but 
the delay was unavoidable. 

2. Constitution of the foree—During the year the staff of superior officers was 
weakened by the transfer of three Assistant Superintendents to Assam as part 
of the reserve for leave vacancies in that province. In the lower grades the 
process of substituting Sub-Inspectors for head-constubles as the investigating 
agency steadily coutinued, and 70 new appointments of Sub-Inspectors were 
created on this account, the same number of head-constables being abolished. 
There was a further sinall increase of the force sanctioned to meet the pressing 
needs of different districts. At the close of the year there were 69 vacancies 
in the ranks of Sub-Inspectors to be filled by candidates from the Training 
School, 26 head-constables’ places to be absorbed by the appointment of Sub- 
Inspectors, and 280 vacancies among the constables: this number is larger than 
ordinary because the demands for police for special purposes, such as plague, were 
more frequent than usual, and there was a difficulty in supplying their places. 
This difficulty is a recurring one, and to some extent is due to the desire to 
admit only the best men available, but it is a serious inconvenience when the 
sanctioned force is comparatively so small, being only the equivalent of one 
policeman to every 2,895 persons throughout the province. 

8. Lapenditure—Tho following table compares the expenditure under 
the various heads in 1898-99 and 1890-1900:— 


































Actual | Actual 
Sub. Heaps or crtanozs, expendi- | expendi- | Toorease. | Decrease. 
1898-99. |1899-1900. 
1 2 8 4 6 6 
1 | Inspecting ugoncy ie ah 
2 | Pay of District and Assistant Superintendents 
8 | Pay of Executive Police and establishments with 
good-conduct pay and battd allowances, &c. | 
4 welling allowances... ie 
| Hized bonkogabjehment os, 
* and contract contingencies wos 
7 Geverinent ‘contribution to fudidpal and Railway 
olive Po Se 
8 | Bongal Military Police He | 
Total 
Net decrease 
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The expenditure was kept well within the budget allotment, and shows a 
decrease on Tat year of Rs. 71,750; the chief item of saving is under the head 
of pay of District and Assistant Superintendents, and is explained to be due to 
the entertainment of a smaller number of probationers, and to reduced expendi- 
ture on acting allowances, because fewer officers than usual were able to go on 
leave during the year, The saving under the head of Special, Regular, and 
Contract Contingencies was also considerable. 

4. Recruitment of investigating offzers.—Altogether 94 Sub-Inspectors 
were appointed during the year. ‘T'wenty of these appointments were 
given to deserving head constables, and seven persons were nominated direct 
without examination, The remaining 67 Sub-Inspectorships were filled by 
competitive examination. One hundred and twenty-one students received 
training atthe Bhagalpur School, of whom one qualified as an Inspector and 76 
as Sub-Inspectors. It is believed that the Sub-Inspectors appointed under the 
present system have, as a body, given satisfaction. It is not of course to be 
expected that the effects of the new system should be visible at once, or for 
some years to come, in a reduction or increased detection of crime, but one of 
tho benelits expected from the appointment of Sub-Inspectors of a higher 
social status was an improved morale in the lower ranks of the force, and the 
report shows that this is being steadily if slowly attained. 

5. Towa Police.—A total force of 5,573 police was employed in the 
protection of 153 towns in the province. The complaint is general that the 
force is insufficient, and provision is made for its increase as funds allow. 
The standard of efficiency varied very much in the different towns: in Asanso! 
out of 60 cases sent up, only 38 ended in conviction, while every person 
sent up by the town police in Patna was convicted. A considerable proportion 
of the town chaukidars ave up-countrymen, and they are said in many places 
to work better than the local men. About 50 municipalities persist in the 
shortsighted policy of providing neither sufficient lamps for the streets, nor oil 
for the police lanterns ; it is impossible for them to expect satisfactory protection 
under these cireumstances. 

6, Rural Police—At the end of the year there were 158,668 chaukidars, of 
whom 130,951 were under Act VI of 1870; while 10,305 remained undor 
Regulation XX of 1817, and 17,412 were remunerated by holding service lands. 
Steady progress is being made in the substitution of chaukidars under Act VI 
for the Regulation chaukidars and those remunerated by service lands, 
and ‘during the year 8,756 chaukidars were appointed under that Act 
taking the places of 11,333 Regulation and 722 chakran chaukidars. Nearly the 
whole of these changes were effected in the Burdwan and Orissa Divisions, 
which are still a good deal behind other Divisions in this matter of 
conversion. The position of chaukidars throughout the province has of late 
years been raised in many ways, and especially by the daffadari system, 
which gives them officers of their own; but the essential conditions of any 
substantial improvement in their status are that the pay should be sufficient ; 
that it should be received regularly; and that the men should be stimulated 
by appropriate rewards and judicious punishment. In Chittagong it is reported 
that the pay of 610 chaukidars was in arrears for periods varying from 
four to nine months, and in several districts of the Burdwan Division 
there was considerable arseeilarity in payment, It is not always possible to 
raise the pay of the chaukidars, though this isan object that should always be 
kept in view ; but the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that in future District Magis- 
trates will insist on the pay of the chaukidars being promptly realised and 


distributed. More than one system for facilitating this end has been devised, 


and he desires again to call attention to that which was originally framed 
by Mr. Forbes when Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, and has since. been 
largely ecirleyed with success in the Patna Division. It was explained and 
recommended to Commissioners in Mr, Cotton’s letter No. 3800, of the 81st 
August 1894. 

7. The Inspector-General complains that the District Superintendents of 
Police are in many districts not given sufficient authority over the chaukidars. 
It need hardly be said that these officers should invariably be consulted on 
chankidari matters, and the discipline of the force should be in their hands ; but 
chaukidars are essentially village police, and it ig on the fact that they are 
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village officers that their usefulness largely depends, consequently the Lieutenant- 
Governor is not prepared to agree to the control of tho torce being taken 
out of the hands of the Magistrate, or to their being assimilated to the regular 
police in the same way that the town police force is, Tho recruitment of 
men of respectable castes to be chaukidars and daffudars does not appear 
to have made much progress, but the effort to carry it out should not be 
abandoned. It has been very successful in Patna, Saran, and Dacca, but it 
must be distinctly understood that the daffadars should be local men: the 
Lieutenant-Governor cannot too sivonely condemn the practice, said to exist in 
some districts, of appointing as daffudars the hangers-on of the courts, and 
the needy relatives of police officials, 

8. Rewards and fines —The subjevt of the Chaukidari Reward Fund is one 
which has from the first occupied the attention of the Lientenant-Governor ; for 
he is convinced that, with the proper administration of this Fund, is closoly 
bound up the well-being and efficiency of the village watch throughout the 
province. Sir John Woodburn has repeatedly urged the importance of the 
most careful moderation in punishing chaukidars, and of prompt liberality in 
rewarding them, and he is gravely disappointed at the results of the administra- 
tion of the Fund in 1899 as disclosed in the Inspector-General’s report. It 
appears that during the year Rs, 41,709 were expended in rewards from the 
Chaukidari Reward Fund in the province; but, in spite of this, the Fund 
which opened with a balance of Rs, 68,933, closed with a sum of Rs. 74,566 
at its credit. It is reported that some rewards which had been granted had 
not been paid before the end of the year ; but the balance of this Fund has been 
steadily rising, and the position cannot be said to be satisfactory. Out of the 
whole force of 158,668 chaukidars in the province, 33,926 were fined depart- 
mentally, a percentage of 23°8, while the percentage rewarded was only 7:2. 

9. These figures show a general failure to grasp the principles which 
Government has repeatedly laid down on the subject, but an examination of 
the district figures shows, in many cases, a state of affairs which, subject to any 
explanations that the officers concerned may have to offer, can only be 
described as very unsatisfactory, In twenty-one districts out of thirty-eight in 
which the Fund has been established, the payments were less than the receipts: 


in Bogra only Rs. €6 were expended as against Rs, 772 realised in fines, and _ 


in Pabna Rs, 515 were paid away as against Rs, 3,393 reecived : in no other 
districts is the difference so great as in these, but the figures for Midnapore, 
Howrah, Khulna, Dinajpur, Furidpur, Gaya, and rage are unsatisfactory, 
On the other hand, rewards were liberally given in Nadia, Jessorc, Dacca, 
Mymensingh, Rackergunge, Noakhali, Shahabad, and Bhagalpur, Moreover, 
nothing is more remarkable than the extraordinary variations in the working 
of the rules in different districts: in Bankura they appear to have been 
almost forgotten, for Rs. 16% only were recovered as fines, while only Rs. 49 
were expended; Murshidabad and Champaran are not much better. On the 
other hand, the volume of transactions, including both receipts and expenditure, 
represented Rs, 9,868 in Mymensingh, Rs. 5,585 in Backergunge, Rs, 5,403 in 
Muzaffarpur, over Rs. 4,000 in Gaya, Faridpur, the Sonthal Parganas, Jessore, 
and Dacca, and above Ks, 3,000 in Pabna, Rajshahi, Rangpur, and Shahabad. 

10. Much attention has been paid to this subject in the Dacca Division, 
and useful measures have been introduced, for which the thanks of Government 
are due to the Commissioner, Mr. Savage, the result of whose policy is apparent 
in the crime returns of the Division. It is obvious that improved efficiency of 
the village watch will show itself most clearly in a reduction of the commoner 
crimes of burglary and theft: during the last three years these crimes huve 
decreased by 23 per cent. throughout the proyince, and the falling off in the 
Dacca Division alone is exactly the samo; but whereas the provincial statistics 
for 1897 include those of the districts where the stress of famine drovo the crime 
returns under these heads temporarily toa high figure, the Dacca Division has 
had no famine, and the decrease there does not represent a resilience from 
abnormal statistics, but a steady reduction of noi figures, which, in the 
opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, must be largely attributed to the improve- 
nent in the chaukidars of the Division. ht Q 

ll. Sir John Woodburn desires to commend to district officers generally 
the system of giving medals for good service to specially deserving 
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chaukidars, which is in vogue in the Dacca Division, and that of granting good 
conduct stripes for long continued good service, each stripe securing, as in 
other departments of the publ‘c service, an increase of pay, which, in this case, 
may be given from the Chaukidari Reward Fund in the shape of a yearl 
bonus: he also approves of gratuities on retirement to chaukidars of long an 
meritorious service : furthermore, rewards should be given with some ceremony, 
and they should not be withheld till some conspicuous service is rendered, 
but should be awarded also for general good conduct. In the prevention 
and detection of the rural crime which makes up the great bulk of the crime 
of the Province, the village chaukidars are the existing and the best possible 
agency at the disposal of the District Superintendent. They are his eyes 
and oars. If they are content, a great deal of that crime will be certainl 
detected; if they are discontent and surly, a great deal of that crime will 
most certainly not be detected. Bad conduct and negligence must be punished, 
but the same hand that punishes must also reward. The chaukidar who is 
fined can understand when his fine rewards his more active neighbour; but 
he does not understund when the fine from his small salary goes to increase 
the bulances in the police chest. The result is inevitable. The village watch 

vows resentful, and the machinery which, in good hands, is responsive, becomes 
inert and dull. ‘The Lieutenant-Goyernor hus on previous occasions given 
advice and guidance. The adyice mast now be an instruction, and he looks 
to the Inspector-General to see that the instruction is obeyed, 

12. Railway Police —Vhe total force employed as Railway Police at the 
end of the year was 776, showing an increase on 1898 of 101 men. ‘This 
increase was divided amongst five railways. 

18. Speeiat constadies and addivional and private police.— The namber of casos 
in which additional police were entertained was eight against ten in 1898, and 
the total number of police appointed was 155. This includes the force 
mentioned last year as posted at Ghatal, which was removed at the beginni 
of 1899. Under Act V of 1861 in fourteen cases, 1,026 men were appointed 
spocial constables against 612 men in ten cases in the preceding year. Of 
the se, 887 wore appointed to keep the peace during the Bakr-Jd and Muharram 
festivals at three places in the district of Darbhanga; there were also three 
instances of their employment in Patna and in Mymensingh, while five other 

* districts liad one cuse each. Thirty-two Sub-Inspectors,*36 head-constables, and 
585 constables were supplied to private individuals at their request. Theséwere 
sunctioned with a view to preserve order ut fairs and religious ceremonies, to 
escort treasure, and to keep the peace during the pendency of land disputes; but 
in Backergunge 28 Sub-Inspectors, 4 head-coustables, and 193 constables were 
employed in 5 cases to enforce the exvention of Civil Court decrees, This is 
not work on which the police onght ordinarily to be employed, and it is 
impossible to believe that the conditions of this district differ so mach from 
those preyailing in other parts of the proyince as to make this unusual procedure 
really necessary. It is opal that the measures that the Inspector-Generul 
proposes to take, will in future restrict applications for police aid on this 
account. 

14. Zomporary Police —The spread of plague in the province necessitated 
the employment of a large force of temporary police dwiing the year. In addition 
to the police entertained in the preceding year for the plague camps at Chausa, 
Mairwa, and Chakradharpur, and the addition thus Hite to some of the district 
reserves, 475 head-coustables and 191 constables were employed at plugue 
observation camps, and on steamers and railways, tv prevent the importation of 
the disease from infected districts, At the end of the year this foree had been 
reduced to ae yi ey 82 pect fee 3 chaukiders, Five 
Inspectors and six uspettors were special leputed t» Mymensi i 
conection with crime in that distuies — APRS 

16. Military Potice—The sanctioned strength of the Military Police 
remained the same—four companies, each one hundred strong. It has not 
yet been settled where D Company is to bo permanently stationed, and they 
remain for the present at Bandel, 

16. Casualties—The total number of casualties was 2,264, or 9°1 ceont., 
against 82 pér cent. in 1898, the increase being chiefly ander the of 
resignation and death, The average daily percentage of sick in hospital. to 
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actual strength remained almost the same. Chittagong and Orissa were the 
healthiest Divisions, and the average was highest in the Military Police and in 
the Chota Nagpur Division. 

17. Torture and extortion by the Police —There were nine charges of torture 
against the police during the year, being four less than in 1898. ‘Two daffadars 
were convicted under section 448, Indian Penal Code, and a constable was 
eonvieted under section 161, but was acquitted on appeal. In five cases the 
charges were declared false, and three prosecutions under section 211 were 
instituted against the complainants: in the other two eases there was no 
evidence. ‘There were 63 charges of extortion against 85 last year: nine cases 
ended in convietion, 20 were declared fulse, and 2 mistakes ‘ef fact, and 24 
ended in acquittal or discharge. The Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the 
steady decrease both in the number of charges brought and in the number 
found to be true, may be construed to imply g satisfactory improvement 
inthe conduct of the police. Though there is undoubtedly a percentage of 
bad_ characters in the force, it is as a whole particularly liable to be harassed by 
malicious accusations, and where the charges are found by the Court to be false, 
prosecutions: under. section 211 of the Indian Penal Code should be freely 
sanctioned. 

18. Punishments,—An improvement in the morale of the foree may also 
be justly inferred from the decrease in the number of judicial punishments from 
418 to 323, and of departmental punishments from 3,856 to 8,019. Jessore, 
with a total average strength of 475 men, shows a total of 189 departmental 
punishments, a most unsatisfactory state of things, which requires some explana- 
tion: the returns of this district’ were unfavourably commented on last year. 
For the whole province the percentage of punishments is lower than it has ever 
been before, and the .Lientenant-Governor truste that this result is partly 
due to the observations recorded in the Resolution on the Police Report for 
1898. 

19, Conduct of the Police.—There was an increase of 1,042 in the number 
of men now wearing good-conduct stripes, Schools have been opened for the 
rank-and-file at almost all the head-quarters stations, and 86°9 per cent. of the 
officers and 27°8 per cent. of the men can now read and write. As regards the 
conduct of the police generally, they are on the whole well reported on. They 
have been punished less and rewarded more tlian in the previous year, and there 
have been fewer charges of misconduct brought against them. The reports 
from different districts vary, as is to be expected: some Magistrates set up 
a higher standard than others; again the personal influence of the superior 
officers is a considerable factor in the conduct of the rene) and where there 
have been frequent transfers of them, the effect on the subordinate polico has 


been bad. 
20. Inspections and investigations.—Mr. Henry spent 26 days on inspection 
and Mr. Greer was on tour for 80 days. All the districts were ins either 


by the In r-General or one Of the Deputy Inspectors-General, except 
Pabna, Ni li, and Balasore, and these have been inspected since the close 
of the year. Faridpur, Singhbhum, Bogra, and Purnea show a bad record of 
inspections by local officers, and the Inspector-General will be asked to obtain 
an explanation from the officers concerned. Statistics as to the cognate duty 
of investigations are given in an appendix to the Report. Patna shows the 
largest number of heinous cases personally investigated by the District Super- 
intendent, viz., 30, which is very creditable to Mr. Ryland. Puri and 
*Singhbhum return only two cases each, and Ranchi three, while there are 
several other districts in which very few cases have been investigated by the 
District Superintendent of Police. The Inspector-General will be requested to 
draw the attention of the officers concerned to the necessity of personally 
ising and instructing their investigating officers, for the Licutenant- 
Governor attaches the greatest importance to this matter. It is true that in 
many cases-a’ European officer from his less complete knowledge of the language 
is not so likely to ascertain the truth of a case as bis native mibordinate, but the 
fact of/his presende affords many. obyious advantages, and the knowledge that 
he is likely toarriveat any moment often acts as a-most powerful incentive and 
deterrent. 
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21, Suivides and accidental deaths.—The number of cases of suicide increased 
by 29 (from 3,362 to 3,391), but the most striking feature in the figures is the 
very large increase in the number of children who committed suicide. The 
return of 69 in 1898 secms to have been an abnormally low one, if correct, 
and the figure for 1899, viz., 268, is only a return to the average number. As 
in 1898 Cuttack stands first, and the numbers were also considerable in Nadia, 

d 24-Parganas, Seven cases reported as suicide 

ed to be murders, and two others to be homicides, Accidental deaths 
Totaled 30,791 as against 33,670 in 1893, The increase was chiefly under the 
heads of deaths caused by drowning and snake-bite. Eighteen of these cases 


» proved on enquiry to be murders and one to be a case of homicide. 


22, Orime.—'The following table shows the incidence of cognizable crime 
according to Divisions, excluding nuisance cases and cases not investigated :— 
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Although the proportion of reported cases to population is lower in Bengal 
than in the other provinces of India, except the Central Provinces, being only 
one case to every 581 persons, yet the number of reported cases in proportion 
to the police is much higher than elsewhere except in Assam, being 5-4 cases 
to each policeman, and a lorger percentage of the reported cases is investigated 

















than in any other province except Bombay. The comparative figures are as 
follows :— , ‘ 
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28, Polive tests. —The following statement shows tho result of poli ke 
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1897 .., 70 76 61 

Classes I to V taken together ... { 1898 7 68 56 
1899 75 69 55 

1897 76 86 re) 

Classes I to VI taken together... { 1898... 78 83 72 
- (1899... 79 84 72 


The percentage of cases convicted to cases decided, though higher than last 
ear, is still disappointing as compared with the results in thee provinces, It 
ias just been stated that in Bengal a much higher percentage of cases is 
investigated, and besides this there are various other explanations suggested 
in the report, not all of which can he laid to the ne of the police, 
each of which may have contributed to the result. 
24. Reported crime of the province.—The table below shows the totals of re- 
ported crime, cognizable and non-cognizable, during each of the last ten years :— 


Non- Total 
Cognizable cognizable reported crimo of 
‘crime, crime, ‘the province. 
1890 we oe see 117,443 116,554 233,997 
1891 oo or +0 128,472 119,072 247,544 
1892 on soe ane 146,185 121,624 267,809 
1893 «és wes , see 187,898 121,490 259,388 
1894 toe ery ‘0 140,902 118,070 258,972 
1895 ase oe tee 136,777 125,685 262,462 
1896 vee oo oe 147,433 129,489 276,872 
1897 ee tee -~ 185,061 125,770 810,831 
1898 oo a) wee 171,993 129,935 801,928 
1899 tee ae oa 167,642 122,786 290,428 


The figures for reported cognizable crime rose at a bound in 1897 on 
account of the famine, but they decreased considerably in 1898 and are again 
less for 1899. The decrease as compared with 1898 is under the heads of 
-offences against property and miscellaneous cases. The total for non-cognizable 
crime is considerably lower than that for 1898 or 1896. The fall in some 
districts is attributed. to the completion of settlement proceedings which have 
rewoved land disputes—a very fruitful source of non-cognizable complaints, 

25. The figures for cognizable and non-cognizable crime in each Division 
of the province are shown in the following statement :— 























ee J ‘ Population,  Cognizable. ea: ‘Total. 
wes oe 7,688,818 25,782 20,380 46,112 
ee = Pe5e's68 200084 «19,622 40°68 
Rajshahi... ese 8,019,187 15,973 8,496 24,469 
Dark. nyse “" g'gs197 28,914 g1'712 444626 
Chittagong ... we $082,795 8,595 18,418 22,018 
‘Total for Bengal wee 87,488,493 94,248 83,578 177,826 
Patna aa ws :15,811,014 30,841 15,495 46,336 
Bhagalpur .-- “ “g'52490 19,240» 12'933 «82/173 





Total for Bihar... 24,803,504 60,081 28,428 * 78,509 


4,047,352 12,844" 7,028 = :19,872 
ID 4}e0g,792 10,969 8,752 14,721 
he 70,558,141 167,642 _ 122,786"°""290,428 
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It is ii to note the incidence of ¢rimeon population in these 
Divisions. The incidence of cognizable and non- crime is given 
separately below :— 


Cognizable, Non-cognizable. 
«+ 1 case to every 298 persons. 1 case to every 378 persons, 
Banaloney we 1 ditto "i 874 ditto 1 ditto 400 ditto. e 
ws 1 ditto 502 ditto 1 ditto 943 ditto. . 
Dacoa . 1 ditto 429 ditto 1 ditto 458 ditto, 
Chittagong ... 1 ditto 475 ditto 1 . ditto 804 ditto. 
Patna 1 ditto 512 re : — gy _ 
. 1 ditto 446 ditto i itto, 
aad ve 1 ditto B27 ditto 1 ditto 575 ditto. 
Chota Nagpur 1 ditto 421 ditto 1 ditto 1,233 ditto. 


Taking cognizable crime as the criterion of the law-breaking or law-abiding 
nature of f district, the Burdwan, Orissa, and Presidency Divisions are by far 
the most lawless Divisions; Patna #8 the most law-abiding; and Rajshahi comes 

1008. ther. igs, Rex. The incidenee of cognisable crime 
Bordwan .., 1-885 1-978 1-96 in the Burdwan, Presidency, and (Orissa 
Providency ... 1489 1-357, 1—362 Divisions is given on the margin for the 
Oriase —“ o 1--685 L818 ¢hree preceding years, Burdwan and ‘the 
Presidency maintain their supremacy in crime all through, while Orissa has only 
attained this unenviable pre-eminence since 1897. In non. izable-orime, also, 
Burdwan and the Presidency Divisions are again prominent, though the incidence 
in Chittagong is higher. These results are not creditable to the inhabitants or 
to the police force of these two Divisions, and it must be remembered that the 
Presidency figures'do nat include Calcutta, 

26, Falve cases.—The following statement shows the number and per- 
centage of cases declared maliciously false in each of the last five years, 
with the results of prosecutions :— 


u 1897, 
Number of vases dedlared to beimati- " ™™* pen diera 
cidusly false a) a 6,785 6,891 6,141 5,864 5,518 
Peroontage of oases declared to be 
false... vee oe 49. 46 83 84 82 
Number of cases in which proseou- 
tion was instituted ... any 584 627 600 626 667 
Percentage of prosecutions resulting 
in conviction ses = 838 85:2 ‘87'8 38-4 87:3 
Number of cases in which order was 
for payment of compen- 
sation to the ‘accused under 
section 260, Criminal Procedure 
Oode oe tee 626 617 61L 499 509 
There has been an increase in the number of tions and a decrease 


in the number of cases declared maliciously false, which is satisfactory, Theve 
has been a slight increase in the number of cases excluded from the returns as 
false owing to mistake of law or fact; but these fi; , aud in a lesser degree 
the number of cases declared maliciously false, pve very largely on the 
peeoanel views of the different Magistrates, so that no Goular inferences can 
drawn from them. Darbhanga, Bhagalpur, and Saran show the largest 
number of ‘convictions for bringing false cases. Tippera, with 248 cases 
declared to have ‘been maticiously , shows--only two: prosecutions and no 
convictions: if all these cases wére reatly ‘false, there must have been man: 
more instances in which a conviction could have been obtained. The pratt: 
sions.of section 250, Criminal Procedure Gode, were employed in 599 cases 
against 489 last year, This increase is satisfactory, as this section is especially 
applicable to cases which should never-have been brought before the Courts, 
but in which there-is a sufficient substratum of-truth :to-render a ion 
aad ype 3th, xing digas aa inadvisgble, The Lieutenant- 
vernor ho) at, this section ‘be even ‘more Vin fut 
Toto 4 i ee gape eens 
i tention from enguit  Polive.— The following statement. shows 
Tise “beet -anade-by the police in oseh af the lost four. 
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ycars of the provisions of section 157, Criminal Procedure Codo, i 
rece of theft and house-breaking :—’ pene any 
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‘ Xumber of cases of house- mae ‘Number of eases of thett, NGO, 
vcarons,, | Dabln (evil 3) reported. | Sorted ne. cndinary \vorial 44), enquired ia, 
‘1800. | 1807, | 1698, 1899, | 196, varies | s, | 1506, | 1807, | 1808, | 1890, |e | er | 1899. 
1 s[e jefe pels fof fa [fo [wll lo 
Burdwan. 
Ti 
Chittagong: 
Yatin 








Orin 
‘Obota Nagpur 
‘Total 


Bor 
31,003 | 91.049 
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Compared with other provinces, very little advantuge has been taken of the 
power to abstain from enquiry; for it has for some years been the accepted 
principle in Bengal that, however hopeless the case may appear, no chance is 
tu be lost of enquiring into it if it seems to have been the work of a 

rofessional criminal. The percentage of burglary cases not enquired into 

as steadily fallen from 195 in 1896 to 8:7 in 189); the percentage in the 
case of theft is 10°4, but there are many cases of theft which can at once be 
excluded from the category of professional crime. he Lieutenant-Governor 
is disposed to think that this principle has of late been carried too far, with the 
rsult that a large number of petty cases are now investigated which are 
obviously hopeless from the first, and which therefore occupy to no purpose the 
tinie of an overworked police, while, on the other hand, it is to be feared that 
the knowledge that however petty the crime a police investigation will 
follow, if it 1s reported, must necessarily lead to the suppression of many eases 
of a trifling character. His Honour is aware that there is another side to this 
question, but after fully considering the subject, he is of opinion that the 
general rules laid down in the Police Code, Volume 1, Chapter XVI, page 374, 
should be followed more largely than they now are, and the Inapestor-Gcneral is 
requested to take the requisite steps to have this policy enforced. 

28. Results of trials,—'The number of persons convicted and acquitted in 

lice cases and the percentage of convictions to acquittals in each of the last 
Foor years are showa below: — 
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jo | 76,208 | 1,623 | 77,826 31,98 | 1,162 82,490 | 110,975 | 70.5 | 29:5 

5 "1 g7ogo | 1.747 | 89,736 | 81,187 | 1,844 | 82481 | 122217 | 73:5 | 26-0 
5 oy 81,882 | 30,280 | 1,065 | 81,845 | 113,227 | 72-3 | 97-6 
; 79,266 | 27,589 | 1,175 | 28,714 | 107,970 | 784 | 268 








Excluding Class VI(Nuisances, &c.), the percentage of convictions is 57°5, 
‘aslight increase on the figures of last year. Darjeeling, Singhblum, and 
Cuttack show the highest percen’ aud Shahabud the lowest. There is a 
falling off in: the percentages of both persons and cases convicted by the 
Courts of Session. Noalhalt and Palamau return to per bay a Reem 
but there were only eight and.one cases, respectively, in each ; tack (88: 
and Midnapore (86-6) show the best results; and Chittagong (53°3) and Birbhum 
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(62:9) the worst, No mention is made of the extent:to which District Superin- 
tendents and Assistant Superintendents supervised the Sessious cases, but from 
the results it may be inferred that-there was no improvement in carefulness in 
preparing cases for the Sessions. At the same time a low percentage of 
successful cases at the Sessions is not always wholly due to the inefficiency of 
the poli¢e; the personal equation of the Judge, and the vagaries of the juty 
are elements which have also to be taken into consideration, Of the 
‘arrested by the police, 53°3 per cent. were convicted. The acquittals before 
the Courts of Benkeu were ehiefly in cases of serious offences against the 
person. 

20. The following table analyses, class by class, the true crime during the 
last seven years :— 


3893, - 1804, 1895, 1896, 1807, 1808, ‘899. 
Class “I... 2,843 2892 2772 2,907 8918 8144 2,844 
Ive 4,008 = 4,794,146 54175950145 5,800 
» Ill... 81,453 84,094 83,570 88,764 51,949 35,864 34,898 
» IVs. 2,082 2412 (2627 2271 8186 1,970 2,815 
» View 43,098 45,893 41423453951 68,452 41,559 (89,540 
mn Viw. 47;748 44,684 44,743 45,281 45,585 46,760 44,867 


It is satisfactory to observe that every class, except II, that of serious 
offences against the person, shows a decrease during the year. 


80. Class I (Offences against the State and public tranquillity)—There were 
‘179 offences relating to coinage reported during the year and 3 relating to 
currency notes. Of the 102 cases specially reported, 65 were found to. be 
true, and 57 cases were sent up for trial, of which 44, involving 52 persons, 
ended in conviction. There were only seven true cases of manufacturing 
counterfeit coin, and in none of them were the operations on a large scale: 
there is no reason to suppose that machinery is anywhere used for making 
counterfeit-coin. It is reported that there was a large influx of Mubammadan 
coiners from the Bombay Presidency, called Chhaparbands, .and that they were 
responsible for nearly 40 per cent. of the true cases of uttering counterfeit coins. 
There is considerable difficulty in tracing the previous history of these men, 
but by a recent order of the Government of India finger-print records will, in 
future be kept of all offenders under these sections: this should render it much 
easier to deal with these wandering gangs. 


31, The number of rioting cases shown as true wes 2,194; a considerable 
decrease on the figures for 1898, which were 2,499. Up to 1896 all re 
eases (not including those found to be mistakes of law or fact, which were 
not entered in the returns at all) were counted as true, except those found 
by the trying Court to be maliciously false, In 1897 new forms were promul- 
gated by the Government of India ona different basis, and there appears to have 
been some want of system in the calculations of the trne cases for that year; 
the cases declared to be mistakes of fact or of law seem to have been counted 
as true cases. During the last two years all cases pending at the beginning 
of the year have been included, and ‘those pending at the end excluded ; 
moreover all cases have been counted as true, except those. dismissed by a 
Magistrate before trial, and those declared by him to-be mistakes of fact or 
law, non-cognizable, or maliciously false. It is impossible to calculate the returns 
of the years before 1896 on the basis now adopted, but. the figures for the 
last ten years are given on the 





1889 oe 9,186 1894 ns 4 
. margin ; those for 1897 have~ been 
fy aoe bist ise marek according to the system 
4 18ve we Ball os opted in the to asmeguent year 
1893 ve ann 5 aa +» 2409 those for previous years being ‘given 


as they stand in the Reports, A; 
from the possible variation between 1896 and 1897, due to ae aducebicacht 
— of culculation, there has been no striking rise or fall in the figures 

ing the last ten years except in 1898. The figures for-1899 show a decrease 
in every Division, but, even so, the numberof riots. in the. whole province: is 
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more,than three times the number in the North-Wastern Provinces and Oudh+ 
y ss The number of true cases of riotiig in 





jurdwan 807 or Loase toevery 27,175 each Division and their incidence on 
Brealey . 36, » 28,878 the population is given in the margin. 
shal 26 SOLAT raheem 

e wy ie 22,378 e actual number and tho incidence 
Chittagong a3 ” ” 36.463 are highest in the Dacca Division, but 
Bhagalppr = ise "~~ orgs the incidence on population tho 
Orissa ‘so DT, * 34,692 Presidency and Burdwan Divisions 
Ohota.Nagpur ... 79 ” $8,592 follow very close upon it. There was 


a mill riot in Howrah and another in Burdwan, in which the Assistant Manager 
of a paper mill was killed: in the Presidency Division eleven riots ended in loss 
of life. These are yey disgraceful figures for what may be termed the 
Metropolitan Divisions of Bengal, and are discredituble alike to the police 
and to the zamindars of the districts concerned. 

82. It is notoriously difficult to obtain a conviction in rioting cases, as the 
numbers are large, the cases are protracted, there is rarely any independent 
evidence, and it is often complained that the plea of self-defence is too readily 
admitted by the Courts even when it has been shown that there was time to 
seek the protection of the police, ‘The mainspring of nearly every riot is a 
Jand dispute, but it is almost impossible to bring home complicity to the owners 
for whose benefit the riot is committed, and who are morally responsible 
for the loss of life that ensues. They may be prosecuted. under soctiots 
154 to 157 of the Indian Penal Code, but they frequently escape punishment, 
and they may be bound down under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, 
but in that case it is easy for them to employ others to commit the breach of 
the peace. The provisions of section 110 (¢), Criminal Procedure Code, should 
be rigorously enforced against those who are suspected of being professional 
lathia/s, and, where necessary, prompt application should be made for additional 
police; moreover, where tho cause of the riot is a lnud dispute of a serious 
nature, the most efficacious method of dealing with it is to have a settlement and 
record of rights carried out under the provisions of section 101 (4) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and there should be no hesitation in applying for action in this 
direction, whereever it is needed, Only nino cases of rioting were enquired into 
by District Su erintendents or Assistant Superintendents; but serious riots are 
matters of little less gravity than dacoities; and moreover, from the numbers 
involved, the difficulties of the case and frequently the wealth of the principals, 
these are cases which an unscrupulous police officer can often bring to nought, 
‘so that the early presence of his superior officer is particularly desirable: the 
Lieutenant-Governor desires that the Inspector-General will impress this strongly 
on police officers, and trusts that a comment of the kind will not again be 


33.” ‘The number of rioting cases in which loss of life has occurred during 
the last five years isgiven on the margin. The 





ae decrease is satisfactory, but there does not eppesr to 
1597 be a corresponding decrease in the number of cases 
Ec where the rioters are an organised body armed with 


_ deadly weapons, such as guns, swords, spears, &c. 
Buch outrages as these should be treated with the utmost severity, and in the 
opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, Magistrates trying cases of this kind would 
‘exercise a wise discretion if they made it a rule to sentence offeuders, on convic- 
tion, to imprisonment without option of fine. ‘I'he prevalence of rioting has 
Jong been a blot on the administration of criminal justice in Bengal. 
B4, Class II (Serious offences against the porson).—There has been a rise of 
155 under this class. Murders by poison show a decreuse of seven, and all other 
murders remained stationary. One hundred and seventy-six cases were tried 
by the Sessions Courts, and 116 ended in conviction, but in 2 of these the 
decisions were upset on appeal. Forty-two persons were sentenced to deuth. 
Backergunge returns 36 murders against 45 last year; this is a satisfactory 
yosult, and the fact that only one of these was by gunshot affords additional 
roof of the wisdom of disarming the district. On the other hand, out of eight 
“taurders in Kh three were by gunshot. The Presidency, Burdwan, and 
ee Divisions show very poor results in dealing with these murder cases. 
"Phere were 21 cases of drugging, of which 16 were said to be the work’ of 
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professionals; 9 of these 16 cases were dealt with as true, and 2 of them: sent 
up fortrial. ‘There was an increase of one in the number of rape cases, and 
'ymensingh again shows the largest figures; but it is hoped that the five 
epecial Inspectors who have been deputed to this district will succeed in 
suppressing the outrages on women for which the district has -attained a 
shameful notoriety. : 

35. Class 1/1 (Sericus offences against p: oper!y).—The figures for dacoity-are 
satisfactory, showing a decrease of 107 cases. One hundred and twenty- 
nine cases were sent up for trial, and in 79 cases, 400 persons were convicted, 
But it is noticeable tht, although all the caser, except two, were classed as 
professional, out of 874 persons sent up, only 38 were B and C class bad 
characters: eight villagers and four dacoits lost their lives in these dacoities. 
The decreaso is generally attributed to successful prosecutions of gangs of 
dacoits, which have of late years been taken up ig ret in several districts, 
and to a more frequent resort, in the affectcd distiicts, to the preventive 
sections of the Criminal Procedure Code. Burdwan still heads the list, 
though with a smaller number than last year, and it would seem that the 
police are not sufficiently energetic in lookipg after the bad characters of 
the district. The repressive measures in Purnea, mentioned in the Resolution 
of 1898, have been most successful in checking this form of crime in that 
district, which it may be observed lias been unfortunate in having had four 
different Superintendents of Police during the year. The percentage of convic- 
tiovs shows that the police throughout the province did not displuy great ubility 
in detecting these offences, but it is only fair to them to say that they receive 
litile assistance from the villagers who, far from opposing the dacoits, usually 
make no attempt to see or recognise them, or to ussi«t the victios in any way. 
Robberies decreased slightly, and cases of house-breaking increased; the 
results of the trials were much the same as last year. The true cases fer the 
yoar were 29,216 and 40,587, respectively, 

86. Class LV (Minor offences against the person),—The offenves under this 
class practically consist of wrongful restraint and coufincment, There was a 
slight decrease of 155. 

37, Cluss V (Minor offences against property —This class shows a decrease 
of 2,019, chiefly under the head of ordinary thefts, As usual, in a large 
majovity of the cases the amount. of property stolen was under five rupees, 

38. Class Vi (Ail other cuses).—Vhe largest number of cases in this class 
falls under the head of public and local nuisances. The total number of cases 
in the class was 44,567 against 46,740 last year, ‘here was an increase in the 
number of salt cases from 995 to 1,151, chiefly owing to greater activity in 
the 24-Parganas, Excise cases slightly decreased, and there were no important 
Arnis Act prosecutions. The largest decrease in this class, however, is under 
the head of vugrancy aud bad character, a disappointing result since the crime 
returns from the various districts show that the police cannot afford to neglect 
the preventive sections of the Criminal Procedure Code, During the year 3,736 
cases were instituted by the police, in 2,488 of which security was required 
b° the Court; but a noticeable feature of the returns is that in Nadia 47 
cases und in Chanpsran 77 cases were instituted by complaint, and were not 
referred to the police at all: in 25 and 46 of these cases, respectively, security 
wus eventually ordered. Villagers are as a rule extremely loth to take upon 
themselves the danger and trouble of instituting these cases, and the facts that 
they appealed to the Magistrate in these instances.and that in so many of 
them their action was justified by the eventual orders’of the Court, prove that 
they must have been very much harassed by <hese bad characters, ane that the 
police were very lax in their supervision. Both these districts show a sniall 
number of cases instituted by the police, and the particular attention of the 
Inspector-General is invited to the matter. Similarly Burdwan, Howrah, and 
Khulna show simultaneously very bad crime returns, und very few Lad-livelihuod 
cases. In 77 per cent. of all the cases in the province the accused was ordered 
to furnish security sgainst 76 per cent. last year, Of the total number of 
cases tried, 2,089 were tried in the village of the accused, a figure equivalent to 
62 per cent. of the whole. Excluding those who were in jail or who had 
disappeared, 36,417 persons were under the suryeillance of the police at the 

‘close of the year, Shek I 68 et hn 
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89.. Raihoay Police.—The total number of cognizable and non-cognizable 
cases reported to the Railway Police during the year was 4,373 against 3,576 
last year: 1,613 cases were prosecuted to conviction, There were 605 
accidents on the railway resulting in the deaths of 264 persons—a decrease on 
last year’s figures, No explanation or details are given of the increase of cases 
of placing obstructions on the line from 38 to 55, but no accident or serious 
dumage was caused by them. Thirty-six persons were sent up charged with 
this offence, of whom 20 were convicted. 

40. Non-cognizable crime —The total of non-cognizablo crime for 1899 is 
compared in the following statement with that for 1898 :— 





Chses, 
—-+——~ Inve. Decrease, 
‘1898, 1898, 

9,524 9,473 os 61 

16 18 2 a 

664 778 la By 

59,692 65,470 os 4,217 

11,389 10,072 es 1,207 

15.404 = 15,961 O87 ve 

33,206 31,009 Gs 2,057 

. 129,935 128,786 GBS, 82 
ei | cine nme as ue -—Y 

wee 7,149 





The largest decrease was under Class IV “ Petty assaults.” In Class VI 
(* Other offences”) there was an increase under the head “ Disputes as to immove- 
able property,” and a decrease under that of “ Security for keeping the peace.” 
The decrease under speciul laws is almost wholly in cases under the Bengal 
Municipal Act. In Murshidabad, Balasore, Malda, and Nuakhali a compara 
tively small proportion of persons summoned appeared: it is not clear whether 
these. cares are compromised out of Court, or whether the summonses are 
disobeyed: in either case the matter should be looked into. In Malda and 
Hazaribagh the number of acquittals argues a lack of care in issuing processes. 

41, Hemands.—The following table compares the percentages of remands 
in the trial of cases sent up by the police in euch of the last three years :— 
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a slight improvement in the percentage of eases decided on the 
Pa ing berg ee ee against 53°4, but the proportion of cases remanded 
more than six times is-still too high, In Backergunge 121, or 11 per cent., of 
the A.forms sent up were remanded more than six times, and in Patna 77, 
or about 9 per cent.: these results are not creditable, and an explanation should 
be‘furnished. In Pabna only 35°9 per cent. of the cases were dispored of in 
the first two sittings, but this is said to be due toa gang case, the enquiry into 
which occupied much of the time of the Megistrates at iraigan). Mymensingh 
(38:1), Faridpur (40°7), and Backergunge (36*7) are offenders in this 
ect, and hs Commissioner will be asked to draw the special attention of 
the agitate of these districts to the matter. 
Pretious convictions.—Out of 18,086 persons convicted of offences 
inat , 2,182 had been previously convicted, giving a percentage of 12 
i ere aries year. The highest percentage of reconvictions is returned by 
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the Patna Division, and the lowest by the Rajshahi Division. The. figures 
for individual districts fluctuate between 20°7 per cent. in Muzaffarpur and 
57 in Purnea. There seems absolately no reason for these variations, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor is driven to the conclusion that the police in some 
districts do not take the trouble to enquire whether an accused person is 
an old offender or not, and the attention of the Inspector-General is invited 
to the matter. 

43, Systems of identification —During the year reference was made to the 
Central Office with respect to 892 persons whom the local police were unable to 
identify, Of these, 584 were identified as old offenders by their finger-impres- 
sions, and 57 by anthropometry, or 637 in all. This is very satisfactory and 
ge the highest percentage yet attained by the Central Office, which is to 

» congratulated on the result. ‘Ihe results obtained since 1494 are given in 
the table below, and it is perhaps unnecessary to observe that it is by no means 
certain that all the persons not identified had been previously convicted: — 


Total number Perceotage of 
of persons | Peroontage of | 
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Nombor Nombor fn with fomal 
sacttimber | idoutitied Total column 4 | 1,0 from Bemeat | iiventtos 
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1 2 8 4 6 6 7 8 
1894, 143 on 143 112 536 208 
1895. 207 eee | 207 162 641 25-2 
1896... 834 ws 334 236 831 283 
1897... 318 174 | 42 825 1,040 312 
1898. 148 B45 493 317 1,097 814 
1899, 57 580 637 845 892 88°6 


























* Juveniles wero also excluded from the total in column 6 in these years, 


44, Tho Inspector-General brings to the notice of Government the good 
Pratt, Masters, and Harris, Deputy Inspectors-General, and 
Mr. Barnard, Assistant Inspector-General of Railway Police, and records his 
obligations to Mr, Showers, his Personal Assistant, and Mr. Warden, who was in 
charge of the Central Office for identification, and the Lieutenant- jor has 
pees in recognising the services of Mr, Greer in the administration of the 
partment during the year. The names of the District Superintendents, 
Assistant Superintendents and Inspectors, who have been speci 
in paragraph 43 of the Report, will he noted in the Appointment peperate. 
Orver.—Ordered that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Inspector-General of Police, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and all 
Commissioners of Divisions, for information. 


Ordered also thet the Resolution be published in the Caleutéa Gazette. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
J. A. BOURDILLON, 
Og. Chiof Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 


, commended 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 


8 ¢ For the weak ending the 8th October 1900. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:09, Kalna 0-16, Katwa 0:16, Raniganj 0°02. Weather 
hot and cloudy. Threshing of avs going on. Prospects of aman fair. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Qommon rice selling as follows :— 


Srs. 2 
Sadar «e a cen 12 
Kalna . oe ae ase 103 
Katwa os ne POW at i 
Raniganj its me «1 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar nil; Rampur Hit 0:42, Weather fair. Crops doing 
well. Price of common rice at Sadar 12 seers and at Rampur Har 13 seers per rupee. 
Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.— Weather fair. Standing crops doing well. Fodder and water sufficient. 
No cattle-disease. Common rice at Bankura 12 seers and at Vishnupur U1} seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:97, Oontai 189, Tamluk 1:96, Ghatal 0°10. Weather 
cloudy at Sadar and Tamluk; fair at Contai; hot ot Ghatal. Portions of Contai and 
Tamluk are still under water. Floods in Ghatal thana have almost subsided. No flood 
report recoived from Daspur thana. Paddy crops have been damagod severely in most 

laces in the Sadar and subdivisions. Fodder sufficient excopt in flooded tracts. No cattlo- 
Tiseate, Common rive sells as follows :— 


8rs ch. 
eet ‘f ay ove we + wi} 
aml $08 a0 or per rupee, 
Ghatal 3 o “100 ; 


b Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°36, Serampore 110, Arambagh 002. Prospects of 
standing crops poor. Steeping of jute nearly finished. Common rice sells at 10 seers por 
rupee, 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar *42, Ulubasria 8:55. Weathor clouly with occasional 
showers, Paddy and sugarcane crops in many places are still under water and damaged to 
@ great extent. Outting of jute nearly finished. Wator sufficient. Want of foddor is 
being felt. Price of common rice 10 seors 1 chitak per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar °81, Barasat 5°10, Diamond Harbour 3-07. Weather 
cloudy and showery. A good deal of rice is emerging from the flooded areas, atid prospects 
are not quite so bad ns was reported. But the destruction of the crop on low ill-drained 
lauds is complete. The estimated outtura of the winter rice crop is 8 annas, Aman in low 
lands generally destroyed, but on higher lands 10 to 16 annas is oxpootod. dus is being 
harvested. ‘ashing of jute going on briskly. Outtlo-disonse in Barasat reported. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Common rive sells as follows :— 


‘ Srs. 
Sadar oe ase wee ay 
Becslat” ee 1) t per rupee. 
Diamond Harbour tee oo one 103 


‘Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 0:07, Kushtia 0°25, Meherpur 0°63, Chuadanga 0-91. 
Weather seasonable. Prospects of aman and other standing crops genorally good except in 
Ranaghat where they were partly damaged by the cyclone, Fodder and water sufficient. 
Price of common rice stationary. 

‘urshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°05, Jangipur I-11, Lalbagh nil, Kandi 0-44. 
Weal hot in day and cool at night. Harvesting of aus and outting of * jute finished. 
‘Tho recent gyclone and floods damaged the winter rice in Kandi to the extent of under 
four annas; in tho rest of the district the prospect of aman improved. Sowing of kalat 
nearly over. Cattle-disease reported from Nabagram thana. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Oommon rice selling at Sadar 12} seers, Jangipur 13} seers, Lalbagh 18 seers and Kandi 
‘14 seers por rupee. 
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Jessore.—Rainfall af Sadar 5:41, Thenida 2-04, Magua-0-47, Narail 285, Bangaon $ 
242. Weather sultry, clouiy. Prospects of stauding crops good. Harvesting of aus 
paddy nearly finished, Fodder and water sutficient. Common rice sells as follows:— 


8rs. 
Sadar hee * os «oe 1S 
ete og eae a saa 8 
agura ave ae oo ae . 
Narail oui a ate a is! (eer ae 
Bangaon a0 sas an we LY 


é Riclse—Heiaial at Pied 1:20, acts ry 1-69, Satkhira 3:95, Weather fair, 
lommon rice aells nt Sddar 13 seers, Bagerhat seers, and Satkhira 11 _ 
Fodder and water sufficient as ‘ie er Sa 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar 2-90, Nator nil, Naugaon 0:03, Prospects of standin, 
crops good. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling at ui 
deers per rupes. 

Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Woather fine. Rain wanted in south of district. Prospect 
of aman moderate. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water plentiful, Rice 15 seers a 
rupee at Sadar and 13 soors at Thakurgion. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall nil. Woather sonsonable.  Haimanti paddy growing well. 
Harvesting of b/adoi still vohtinues in places. Steeping of jute gding on. “Price of common 
tice steady. Foddor and water sufficient. 


Denjooling, —-Baiatel at Darjeeling 0:02, Kurseong 0°43, Siliguri 0°20, Weather 
sensonable. Hills—Biutta, bhadoi paddy, ond potatoes being harvested; fara marua and 
haimanti paddy doing well  Trai—Harvesting of bhadoi and transplanting of Jaimanti 
paddy finished. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Hills oe one ae 1) 
Verai ee as a | a 
Bhutta sells at Darjecling 22 seers and at Kalimpong 28 seers per rupee, 
ur.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. More rain wanted, Steeping of jute and 


transplantation of aman finished, Water aud fodder sufficient. Commou rice sells at Sadar 
10 soera, Kurigram 11 seers, and Nilphamari 14 seers per rupee. 


Pogra.—Average rainfall 0:10. Prospects of standing crops good. Land is being 
prepared for rahi crops. Prices wachanged. Fodder aud water ample. Cittle-disease 
reported from Sh«rpur and Panchbibi. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°38, Sirajganj 0°86. Weather partially cloudy and hot. 

Prospoots of orops better than in September. Teovent rain has done much good to aman 

wow, Common Tice sells at 12’seors 9 chitaks per rupes. Fodder and water wnflicient. 
‘0 cattle-disease reported. 


Dacon.—Khinfall at Sadar -79, Mnnikganj °50, Munshiganj *03, Narainganj +07. 
‘Wonthor seasonable. Prospeots of standing orops good. Fodder available. ‘Nornaitla-diacasa. 
Common rice 12 seers per rupee. 


Myme ingh,—Rainfall at Sadar “89, Jamalpur ‘90, Kishoreganj -21, Netrokona 1°65, 
Tangail 1:17. eather seasonable, Prospect of winter rice crop good except at Jamalpur, 
where more rain is wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Condition of cattle good. Com- 
mon rioe sells as follows — 


Bre. 
TJamalpur ts ia SD “OR Spier rapes, 
Neiabega. S ah & HI ? 


Faridpur.—Weathor seasdnable. ‘Odthmdn rice 12} sera ‘per rapes. 

Zelerg eee Weatherseasonable. Prospects of good. 
"Common rice at 12:scers (aman) and 14'seers (aus) per rapeo. eo 
.. Aippera.—Rainfall at Bralvnianbarin +23,’ 15. Weather hot. Prospoots of 
standing orops favourable. | older and water sui aol ‘Price of common ‘rice averages 13 
seers per rupee. Scie 








uw 


. . Noakhali—Rainfall at Sadar 1-41, Foni.*49. Recent rain has di ood to th 

So Lands are being cultivated for abi orops. No cattle-disoase apical any and 
good. Common rive sells at 15 seers (aus) and 12} soors (aman) par rupoe. 

Chit -—Reinfall at Sadar 0-61, Oox’s Bazar nil. Moro rain urgently wanted 


in porta of the district. Transplantation of winter rice nearly completed. Cuttlo-disoaso sti 
prevalent. Fodder and water pudicient. Common rice 12 ons Seeseaes; ia a 


Patna.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of winter rico not favourable. Fiolds aro boing 
prepared for raii sowings. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. Common rice L5 soors 
per rupee. 

Gaya.—Paddy doing well. Lands are being proparel for rabi orops. Common rica 
selling at 11 seers per rupee. 


Shahabad.—No rainfall. Harvesting of b4¢dyi noarly fiaishol. Folder and water 
sufficient. Rive at Sadar 12 seers per rupee. 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar 0-04, Siwan 8:58, Gopalganj 4:40. Weather cloudy and 
hot, Harvesting of thadoi going on. Lands are being prepared for rabi. Prospoot of 
winter paddy good. Uommon rice 12 seers 9 chitaks aud makai 21 seors 3 chitaks por rupoo. 


Champaran.—No rain. Weathor seasonable, Biadoi harvesting nearly over. Ayan’ 
crops. doing well. Preparation for rai going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Prioos of 
common rice and muize at Sadar are 11} and 23 seers per rupes respectively. 


Muzaffarpor.—Rainfall nil. Harvesting of b/iadoi crops almost finished. Prospects of 
standing orops excellent, Prices are—Oommon rice 13 soers, wheat 124 seers, barley Lt 
seers, maizo 224 seers, gram 14} seers, arhar 15} sors nad mua 224 seers per rapes. 

=No rain. Weather hot. Prospoots of standing evops good, Tarvesting 


Darbhanga.—! 
of bhadoi nearly finished. Cattle-diseaso roported fron Madhubani sublivision. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Common rive selling as follows:— . 


Srs. 
Sader oo wee one brid 
Madhubani on ane ow 14: | per rupee. 
Samastipur tes one we 4 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr nil, Begusarai *50, Jamui ‘23. Weather bright aud 
hot. More rain still wanted for paddy. Standing crops promising. Sowing of hurthi and 
ka/ai continues, Lands are being prepared for rabi crops, Common rice sells as follows:— 


Srs. 
Monghyr 11 to12 
Begusarai 124 } per rupee. 
Jamui 12 





Bhagalpur.— Weather hot. Standing crops growing well. No cattlo-disease. Fodder 
aud water ample. Prices stationary. 

Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kighanganj 469, Araria 3:08. Weather hot and 
clear. Steeping of jute nearly over. Prospects of ayhani crops good, No cattle-disease 


reported. and water suflicient. Common rice sells as follows; — 
Sre. 
Sadar aes oa one Pes | 
Kishanganj oot ow Ma | per rupee. 
Axatia aie ~~ we) () 2B 


Malda.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Landsare being prepared for rahi, Sowing 
of kalai going on. Winter rice doing well. No cnttle-diseaso, der and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Average rainfall -61. Weather seasonable. Standing crops doing 
well. Fodder and water -suflicient. Cattle disease reported from Raj subdivision. 
Average price of rico 12 seers 13 chitaks and of maize 27 seers 4 chitaks per rupeo. 


Cattack.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°85, Jajpur 4°25. Weather cloudy, Beali being harvested. 
Sarad and sugarcane growing. Condition of men and cattle generally good. Modder 
available. Some to crops on low Tends is apprehended on account of high flood. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


Brs. ch. 
Sadar oa ow 98 18 = 
Jajpur ye aS we 14 7} per 
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= ‘Rainfal Lppereathgg Whar ic ody bertie ae H ees 

us outting in progress. i is ri » Sugarcane A p 

sells at 1543, 13 and 46 seers per rapéeiin interior, ssore, and Duala reopockivein 

gee lose oF eported from Kamnéeda, ines; alsenrt Jellasore aud Dolesahi chaklas, 
some places fodder wanting owing to floods. 

-—Rainfall at 110, Weather cloudy, eyelonio and unsettled. Sowiti 
of Por der) mung and poh of pa and autumn paddy in porn Field pied 
available. Common rice selling from 9 to 14 seers per rupee in Angul and 8 to 9 seers 
2 rupee at Bissipara. In Khondmals number of persons daily on rélief—Men 590, worten 

2, and children 238, 


Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:99, Khurda 061. Weather seasonablo. Prasipaiting 
of sarad nearly over. Weeding continues. Laghu in ear, Beali and mandia being harvested. 
is being bound. State of miscellaneous props godd. Flood is subsiding. 

and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
Sr. ch, 
” w $1118 
14 rf per rupee: 





22 13 


Hazaribagh.—Woather cloudy. Riinfall at Sader -85, Giridi 1:05. Harvesting of 
thadoi going on. Prospect of padiy-good. Fodder aud water sufficient. Common tive sella 
at Sadar 134 seers and at Giridi 12} seers per rupee. 





Ranchi,—Rainfall 0:76. Weather soasonable. Harvesting of gora paddy and marua 
continues. Prospect of winter rice good. Average price of common rica 10 soera per 
rupee, ant that of gora rice 164 seors per rupee. Cattle-disease reported from throo thanas. 
Fodder and water sutficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall 0:21. Weather seasonable. Gram being sown. Prospects of 
standing orops.still favourable. Prices at Sadar are—Rice 10 seors 2 chitaks, makai 27 
seers, gram 10 seers 2 chitaks, barley 11} seers, wheat 9} seers per rupee. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 0°36, Gobindpur 0:47. Weather at first soasonable, 
then cloudy. Orops on ground bei well. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease 
reported from thanas Jhalma and Manbazar. Average Bee of common rice at Sadar 
11 seers 14 chitaks and: at Gobindpur 11 seers per rupee, Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall 0°50. Aus paddy is being cut; outturn well up to the average. 
Prospects gonerally good, but some of the paddy on the lowor land is suffering from exces- 
sive moisture and some of the bAadoi crops on the high land have besn knocked: about by the 
rain. Average price of rice is 13} seers in the district ; at Chaibassa 12 seers, 


General Summary.—The rainfall during the week was general, and in places moderately 
heavy, in Orissa, Chota Ni , and South-West and Hast mga In Bihar practically no 
rain fell, and in North Be only a few showors are penn e general prospects of the 
winter rice are good except in the flooded tracts of the Burdwan, Presid and Orissa 
Divisions, In Midbapors, Hooghly, .Howrah and the 24-Parganas the rice plants on low 
lands in many places are still under water and destroyed to a considerable extent. The rice 
crop is still in need of rain in Dinajpur, Rangpur, Chittagong and Monghyr. The 
harvesting of the autumn crops is almost at an end, and the preparation of lands for the 
ging crops is in progress. Fodder is sufficient exoept in the flooded tracts of Midnapore, 

owrah and Balasore, Cases of oattle disease continue to be reported from some districts. 
‘The price of rico has fallen in 15 districts, has risen in 10, and is stationary in-the rest. 


By onder of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F, A, SLACKE, 
Secretary & the Govt. of Bongal, 





Revenve Derarrwent, 
The 9th October. 1900, 
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PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD-GRAINS AND SALT 
Ix THE 


MILEAD.QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRIOTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 907m SEPTEMBER 1900. 


PRIOES-OURRENT (retail) 6f Food-grains and Salt in the Hoad- 
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PRICES-CURRENT (wholesale) of Fond-grains, Firewood, &e 























Rice (weet wont), Connon nic (meta chant). | Wear (Triticum sativum). | Banury (Hordeum vulgare), 
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Present return. 
preceding 
Fear. 
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—1 
Rear | Maar | Rea mh) Rear | Rear Rear) Kea me) Rea, | Rea Ph) Rea. P| Rea P| Re a 
1 | Caloutta =| 6 8 0) 640) 6 0 0) 812 0] 88 oO} 8 4 0) 812 0) 8120) 8 80/28 0/260) 2 8¢ 
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Abstract of the Results of Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 

A Observatory in the month of September 1900. 





























~ Inches, Date. Hour, 
The mean oe of the month a «we 29-722 eo 
* The avernge pressure of September from 24 years’ "registers vee 29682 
a» Tho highest pressure in the month —,.. ine se =: 29912 25th 10 
«© The lowest pressure in the month tee itch wee 29°472 18th 16 
\ The range of pressure + a one on 0-440 
+ ig Hours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 113-5 
Tho maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ve 867-0 
. The mean temperature of the month .., 8p 1 


Tho average temperature of September from 24 yours! registra 83:3 
’ The highest temperature iu the month . 944 12th 
.* ‘The lowest temperature in the month .., 





730 24th 
‘Tho range of temperature during the month 214 
‘he mean daily range of temperature .,. 96 
The greatest range of temperature in one day oF wo. 144 14th 
Por conte 
‘The mean humidity of the month ay 89 
‘The average humidity of September from 24 years’ ‘rogisters so 85 
Inchos. 
The mean vapour tension of the month oe 0°967 
‘The average anon tension of September from 9 years’ nents 0-Y87 
The mean cloud proportion of the month 815 
The average cloud proportion of eeppacaba trom 23 yours? 
registers .., on we 6-96 
Anchor, 
‘The total rainfall of the month ooo g 45°35 
‘The total rainfall indicated by a Bockley’ 8 self-registering rain- 
gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) 43°53 
The average tall of September from 48 en registers ow. = 10:18 
/ ‘Tho greatest fall in 24 hours ane we = 1463 20th 
» Daya, 
G The number of rainy days in the month on 22 
a Tho averago number o} rainy days in September from 24 
é years’ registers 21 
The mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation 
during the month on 


The mean difference of sun and air tomporatures ia 





‘the greatest sun temperature ‘ 10th 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature Toe 601 8th 
‘The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
on woollen cloth 758 
‘Tho mean depression of the nocturnal radiation “thermometer 
below ue minimum air temperature at 4 feet above tho 
> ground. oo 18 
* The greatest dopression of ‘the nocturnal radiation ‘thermometer 
filow the minimum air temperature Fry om] 34 Lith 
Maton, 
The mean movement of the wind per day* ei ve 121-0 
‘The greatest movement of the wind in ono day eo we 8040 22nd 
‘The greatest movement of the wind in one hour... se = 180 20th 10 to LI p. a, 


& 2st 5to6 vp. x, 
‘The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 
N. 36, N.E. 25, B, 129, 8.8, 195, 8. 199, 8.W. 55, W. 20, N.W. 81, Calm 30, 


‘The results of observations at the Alipore erties 8 are not 
Ne of years (at the Park Street” Ob Observatory), baron oat ft phe on 
Pac alss fed on has, being ess Riese “008 ade, The diurnal of Teenper 
ti 0 greater an © mean nt! i 
Srey in el ort cartes eS ae Se Se 
is er 
is tl dard of reference at the present Observatory. Sinan thermometer, which 
> G. W. Kvonxer, ta 
Mxreoronoeicar. Orrick, Govt. or Inpra, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India 
Aliipore (Calcutta), the 9th October 1800. and Director-General of Indian Ob i ye 
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—————— ——————— 
besults of the Meteorological Observations:taken at the.Alipore Observatory from 
30th September to 6th October 1900. . 
wai % i ‘Tauranatvae. Aronomerur. =< 4 \° 
a ii, ; ‘ 
F % id ‘ ala { zfs] Prevailing dirve- i ad i 
5 eis Re 
PP OE OUP CHP REAPER aD SET i 
ae | . Tnobon. | on ae | % Inoken 


Bept. | 30th 1467) 67 20828 | 629) 838/106 | 782| 796 | 0-970| 793 87, NNW and calm 73| Nil | Partialty cloudy, e 


| a. 


Oot, | Ant 198) 4) TM) 858) 896) 94 | B02) 801) VEL) 790 8 /NbyWandenka | 70| 44 | Cricdy cloudy, o 



























































* 
wy | Sad |249°6) 28 | 787) 81) 808) 121) 747) 784) 998) 77 | 88 | N by Wand cam | 70! O00 |Crioty — etouay, 
1 By te 
vy | Sed |1M6) aed | 790) 80:9) 87-8) 116 | 762! 784! -ou| 774) so | wsw, eatm& vari] 77| 017 Chiody alow 
able. 0, d, pe Ye 
w | ate 2456) 92 | 779) 895) aoe) Ine) 77) 777) 873) 751 70) NE by N,clm&| 76] 007 | Partiatly cloudy, p 
| a (acces a. i 
x sen 1965! 09 | -7a5| su9| 868/19] 267 174) 03) 702 ai |NNEasd Eby N | 9 | O02 Chiefly cloudy, 0, a, 
a. 
w | @ee [is02) 24) 748) aos | ers) 96) 784) 77) 910) 704 | 67 | ENEand E 11 | 022 |Chiety ctoudy,o a, 
a - eM - 
Inches, 
The mean pressure of the seven days ane oss 29°780 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24° years Surveyor. Gonera’ 
Office oe oe oe ra 29°749 
Alo 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... oo ve se 287 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ose oe v9 830 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days oe ay ot 82-1 
‘The average temperature of the soereeponding period tor 24 years, 
General’s Office sos oo 83:3 
‘The extreme variation of temperature as a0 ae 149 
The maximum temperature a0 v0 wwe v8 89:6 
Milos, 
‘The highest velocity of the wind in one hour. oe os oo 16 
° 
/, 
The mean relative humidity 3B 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding “period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office aos aoe wae 83 
‘The total fall of rain from 30th Septembor to 6th October 1900 ss = = OOT 
The << fall of the corresponding period for 24 ras: Surveyor-General’s 
ee oe 1:80 
The fotal all from Ist January to 6th October 1900 re 89-02 


| The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 yours, Surveyor-Goneral’s 
60°27 


~~ The mean pressure, temperature, &., aro deduood from the traces of thie Barograph aud Vhermograph 
end from eye observations. 

The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermomoters. All tho 
thermometers are oe readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and yeriflod at the 
ee They are exposed under a thatched shod open at the sides, and are suspended four foot 
al the 

The jeter readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman's No. 86, 
wining bre the Surve; 's Office. 

The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, 1V, and V of the official tables computed in 
tho Mateorolowical Offios, and based on ’s modifications of August’s formula. 

~The directions and the movement of ind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. 

~The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot-above the ground. 

” &, dew; 0, overcast; p, passing a os wthowsrs; t, thunder ; d, drizzling rain. S 


Mernonorostcat. Ovrics, Gove. ov Invia, G. W. Kpennen, 
Alipore (Caloutta), the 8:h October 1900. For Meteorological Reporter to the Gort, of India 
: : and Director-General of Indian Observatories, 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 29¢h September 1900 on 1,118 mil 
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Coacuine Tharric, 

. TeavFIC. Orbe earaines 

e Sigs] mre | Say | mem | et 

Total trafic tor the wook on Pe Mos Me Re. 

0 tor the 
riper sale! "allway om waaese | (alee | Tas | Colas, (area 
* Pee | weeks oe 
. your (#) = ae 62,40 ae9,800 2.44908 ees 


Total for 13 weeks — | _ 1,841,548 | _6,78,070 fi,.06 5,84,006 293,718 






















































































7 *. 
Comraxzsom, 
2 ¢ previers year on sme en 148,206 A246 430,007 To. we 
acpi rae a Re i 136°63 ww wri ae ire 
‘previous ne | WaT | 6,08,708 13,78,903 sar,800 1,2,018 
} (2) Dgeroae de slack trac owing to henry ralo and Che trafic being epectally ood last year, Includes 6,12,81 maunds and ita, 19,290 of ballat 
@ ‘alles of hallast traine run on Lino, - 
r $2, | Sie tule ov ballast trninn run on open “ 
j SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
(Worx sr rie B. & N,-W. Rattwar.) 
Approzimate Return of Lrafie for week ending 20h September 1900 on 18 miles open. 
. --— — = a 
“ Ooscmimo Taayric, | MEBCHANDIER an MurNRAL Paiste iiciaiien ark, 
Other earnings 
(estiasted). 
Marg | mea | Stat | mami 
| 
Mos, Be. Bs, 
te Rage ‘traffic tor the week on 18 as a 
KS oar eae ary 
= pee mina rainy ae ist cory oon 
rag YORE) ome oe ene 30,060 404 “ 
5 ‘Total for 33 woeks san 1ate ae 
OComPraninos, 
for corresponding wesk of 
Eoin elncomtng ook _ — 
i tout to Sorebonsinn a _: a 
e previous year a ee ee es seee - 
(esata Sera aromas ae 
SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
* (Worken ny tux B. & N.-W. Rarway.) 


Audited Return of Trafic for week ending 4th August 1900 on 18 miles open. 


—— 
‘TRAYPIC THALN-MELRA KOF. 








i 





Coacmtsa Taarsic. ie “mourns mt asp Mint 














‘DARJEKLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
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